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i Thessalonians ii. 4. 

But as we were allowed of God to be put t in 
trujlwith the go/pel, even Jo we Jpeakf.nof 
as pleqfmg men^ but God^ which trieth jqut 
hearts. 



WHEN we compare ourfelves : with 
the primitive Chriftians, we are 
obliged to confefs, that, inevery 
refpeft, we fall greatly fliort of their at- 
tainments. We feem to be creatures of a 
lower rank, incapable of reaching the fame 
degree of perfection with them: And in- 
deed it is to be fufpe<£led, that through a 
falfe and vicious modefty, we look upon 
thefe ancient worthies as examples which, 
though we ought to imitate, we can never 
hope to equal. Hence we reft fatisfied with 
any diftant refemblance we can attain, think- 
ing that if, we are not altogether unlike 
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to them, it is all that a modern Chriilian 
can cxpedt. 

This is a grofs and moft pernicious mis- 
take. The gate of heaven is no wider now 
than it was feventeen hundred years ago. 
The law of God extends as far as it did 
when the Apoftles lived ; and I know of no 
indulgence granted to us which did not 
exift in the earlieft times of Chriftianity. 
The church of Rome indeed hatK taught, 
that fome eminent Chriftians have done 
more than was ftridtly neceflary for their 
<w# falvarion. But no fuch do&rme is to 
b? found in Scripture : Nay, on the con- 
trary, we are told, that when we have done 
all, we are ftill unprofitable fervants, and 
have done no more than what was our duty 
to do. To this day, therefore, we are 
bound to the fame ftri&nefs and purity, to 
the fame mortification and felf-denial, to the 
feme zeal and ftedfaftnefs, which diftipguifh- 
ed the primitive Chriftians ; and it is impoC- 
fible to devife any excufe for our degene- 
racy from their bright example. They 
were all men of like paflions with ourfelves; 
they had the lame corrupt nature to drive 

againft, 
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igainft, the fame temptations to refift, the 
fame enemies to overcome. Their advan- 
tages for performing their duty werfe ndt 
greater than ours: on the Contrary, befides 
all that they pbfeffedj we have the benefit 
^ of their example and experience. God'i 
hand is not (hortened, the blood of Chrift 
hath loft none of itil virtue, his interceffiofl. 
is no left prevalent, nor is the pdwer of his 
Spirit in the leaft impaired by length of 
time or coftftant exercife. u He is the famfe 
u yefterday, to-day, and for eVer :" 86 that 
tre are entirely without excufe, if we do not 
both aim fct, and adually attain the fam<?de* 
grees of holineft and purity tnth any of 
thofe that have gone before us. 

List us then confider all thofe perfons ce* 
lebrated in Scripture -hiftofy, as example* 
which we not only ought to topy after, bat 
inay, through God's grace, hope to equal: 
and, iriftead of be^ng dizzied with the luftre 
bf their virtues, let us fearch into the prin- 
ciples which influenced their conduit, that, 
by chfcrifliing thefe, we may be animated to 
go and do as they did. 
The Apoftle mentions, in the text, one of 
Vol. III. ." B diOinguifhed 
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diftinguifhed efficacy, which I propofe tcr 
xpake the fubjecfl of this difcourfe j — A fu- 
preme defire to pleafe God, who trieth the 
heart ? without regard either to the praife or 
cenfure of men. It wa^ this which fup- 
ported him under the ignominious treat- 
ment he met with at Philippi, which he 
mentions in the fecond verfe of this chap- 
ter, and encouraged him to perfift in preach- 
ing that gofpel which he had received in 
truft from God. If waa this which ren- 
dered the firft Chriftians fuperior to adver- 
fity in all its frightful forms : and it is the 
fame divine principle, which, if once it got 
the entire poffeffion of our hearts, wfculd be 
a conftant fpring of holy obedience, and en- 
able us, by the blefling of God, to follow 
the cloud of witnefles who have gone be- 
fore us, through the moft rugged paths of 
virtue, untainted with that meannefs and 
inconftancy of behaviour, which are the re- 
proach of fo many profeffing Chriftians in 
Our days. 

I, propofe, therefore, throtigh divine a£ 
fiftance, ift, To open the nature and ex- 
tent of the divine principle* mentioned in 

my 
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iny text ; ldly y To rept-efent the happy ef* 
Fedts which would flow from our beiiig ani- 
inated with this fteady and prevailing defire. 
After which I {hall conclude with a ptadtical 
improvement of the ftibjedh 

1 b6giii with bpeiiing the nature and ex* 
tent of the divine principle mentioned in 
the textl And to prfevent aiiy miftakeS on 
this head, it may be needful to obfervei that 
our making the approbation of God our 
principal aim dbes not exclude all regard to 
the opinion or judgement of our fellow-crea- 
tures. We ire certainly bound by that great 
law of Our religion, " Thou flialt love thy 
tt neighbour as thyfelf," to make the pleaflng 
of our brethren, by every lawful means, an 
obje& of attention, and a fubordinate end 
of our conduit. And as our neighbuor is 
cotamanded to love us as himfelf, both rea- 
fon and religion teach us to render ourfelves 
as amiable to him we as cari^ that fo we 
may facilitate his performance of that im- 
portant duty. 

Neither* on the other hand, are we wholly 

to difregard the cenfures of men, or be al- 
B 2 together 



4 



xi SERMON t 

together unconcerned, when our reputation 
is blackened by injurious calumnies. " A 
" good name is better than precious oint- 
" ment." It \s a fpecial bleffing which we 
are to* receive with thankfulness from the 
hand of God ; and it is our duty to preferve 
it as carefully as we can. Without a good 
aame, no man tan be vfeful in the world. 
To negledk it therefore, where it does not 
proceed from a confcioufnefs of guilt, is 
certainly,* in moft cafes, a vef y culpable in- 
difference. Thus far, then, the judgerttent of 
men is to be regarded: but then we muft 
pkafe our brethren, only fo far as it is 
pleafing to God. In every cafe we mud 
ifcate the matter thus : Whether is it wifer 
to obey God or man? to fear thofe who, 
after they have killed the body, have no 
more that they can do J or to fear him whoy 
after he hath killed, can deftroy both foul 
and body in hell ? We muft not only con* 
temn the favour of mtn when compared 
with the approbation of God, but learn to 
value it among thofe tranfitory things, which 
are only deiirable as means for attaining a 
- higher end* 
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In like manner, the difpleafure of men, 
if unjuft, muft be reckoned among our light 
affii&ions, which are but for a moment. 
In fueh circumftances, it muft appear a fmali 
matter to us to be judged of man's judge- 
ment : " We have one that judgeth us, even 
*' God." That prophecy of our Saviour 
jnuft be conftantly remembered, that the 
world will hate us; and his example mud 
be ever before our eyes, who condefcended 
to be fcorned, and buffeted, and flandered 
as an impoftor and blafphemer ; who made 
himfelf of no reputation, but endured the 
croft, and defpifed th« fhame, leaving us an 
example that we ffaould follow his fteps. 
In a word, God mud be pleafed by all 
means; his approbation is the one thing 
needful : he is now our Witnefs, and will, 
ere long, be our Judge; and in thefe two 
characters we ought conftantly to fet him 
before us. 

This is the temper which the Apoftle'ex- 
prefTeth in the text.— 1 proceed now, in the 

Second place, To reprefent the happy ef- 
fects which would flow from our being aui? 
B 3 matci 
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mated with this fleady and prevailing defirq 
of pleafing God. 

And, in the ifi place, This wojild make 
ps ready to every good work, by removing 
all thofe grounds of hefitation and fufpence, 
whereby double-minded people are per- 
plexed and retarded in their way. A man 
inuft be very flow in his motions, when 
every ftep is burdened with fuch queftions 
as thefe: What will men think or £ay of 
pie, if I a& in this manner ? Will it en- 
danger my i-eputatipn, or hurt my intereft, 
or prevent my rifing in the world? You 
will ealily fee that a conliderable time muft 
elapfe before all thefe difficult points can 
be fettled. Whereas the man whofe fingle 
aim is to pleafb God, is at once freed from 
all thefe incumbrances. He no fooner dis- 
covers the will of God, than he proceeds 
immediately to a&ion; an4 whilft the 
other is bewildered with numberlefs con r 
je<5hires, he goes cheerfully forward, leaving 
all his temporal concerns in the hands of 
that God by whofe law he is governed, and 
to whofe difpofal he is entirely refigned. 
And is not this an unfpeakable advantage, 

towards 
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towards abounding in the fruits of righte- 
oufnefs ? How free is the mind of fuch a 
man? how firm are his fteps ? He walks 
ftraight forward, without deviating into by- 
paths ; and whilft his confeience tells him 
that he is accepted of t?od, he enjoys a pure 
and unmixed tranquillity, which the world 
can neither give nor take away. ' • ' % • 

A 2d happy effedt that would flow .from 
our being animated with a fteady and pre- 
vailing defire of pleafing God, would be, 
that our conduft would thereby become 
confiftent and uniform." God alone is m T 
variable. What pleafed him yefterday, 
pleafeth. him to-day as well; and though 
his Commandments are exceeding broad,' 
yet they perfedtly agree among themfelves, 
and make one beautiful and harmonious 
fyftem. Whereas meti not only differ from 
one another, but, at times, from themfelve** 
alfo, and require oppofite and contradi&ory 
things ; which makes it ablblutely impbffible 
to pleafe any number of them at one time, 
or even to continue long in the favour of 
any one of them, without the mod dis- 
graceful inconfiftencies in our condudi 

B 4 B* 
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But he whofe {jngle aim is to pleafe GocL 
in fome m^afure referable^ the father of 
light?, ". with whqm is uo variablenefs, nei- 
" ther fliadow of turning."— ? His path is 
** as the mprning light, that ihiueth more 
*? and more unto the perfect day." His 
charter is dill brightening ; he adv?tn- 
ceth from one fygree of grace to another ^ 
and is every moment drawing near to the 
enjoyment of that God whpfe approbation 
he conflantly fought. 

In the $d pl^ce, The diyine prjncipl^ men* 
ticped in my text, would produce an univer- 
sal obedience to the laws qf Qpd, becaufq 
they are but various ways of f omp^fling the 
important end at which it aims* , 

The man whc^is truly animated with it ? 
will, like David, have a * 4 refpedl to all 
f 4 God'$ cpmmanclqaents j" and inftead of 
complaining th&t they are grievous, will ra- 
jhej: rejoice it} bping furnifhed with fuch 
a yafiety of opportunities for promoting- 
the glory of hi^ heayeply Father, This di- 
vine principle will have influence upon him 
\vt the moft fecret retirement, a? well as 

$rhen he adts in the open view of the world* 

...... , . . ., ...... . . t ^ 
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The hypocrite, who courts the approbation 
of men, may be very e*a& and pundual in 
the outward exercifes of religion: but he 
who fceks to pleafe God, will not reft in 
thefe. He knows that his. Father feeth him 
in fecret ; he rejoiceth ki the thought of it, 
and therefore omits no duty that bears the 
ftamp of his authority : Yea, his heart is 
as much engage4 in the Tevereft a<£ts of felfi- 
denial, as in tbofe inftanpes of obedience 
which are accompanied wjth th$ moll im* 
mediate pleafure and gdy antage. — — And 
this lep4s me to qbferve, iqi the • » 

4/i? place, That a fincere delire of pleafing 
God, would tikewife leflen the difficulties 
of Qtad&ence, »nd fupport us under all the 
fufferings to which our duty may at any 
trime expofe us. — Perhaps our duty may be 
accompanied with much pain and trouble 
in the world : perhaps, like Paul, we may 
be fhamefully in treated, and, like the reft 
of the Apoftles, looked v'ipon as the filth 
and offscopring of all things. But (till the 
Chriftijtojreafbns thus : ■ ■ ■■ * What are thefe 
* things to me ? Is it not better to pleafe 
4 God, than to indulge this corrupt flefh, 

c or 
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* or to ftek the 1 appttflkdon of man, " whofe 
* c breath is in his noftrils?" Should I 

* pleafe men, I could not' be the fervant of 

* Chrift. Thofe haWifhips :and difficulties 
4 which I now fufter; will foon be at an 

* end: and though my good things art not 

* in this life, yet hereifter I fhail betom- 

* forted in that flate, €< where the Wicked 
+* ceafe from troubling, and the weary ate 

* at reft." * Was I not fWewk#ned biy toy 
:*■ blefled Saviour^ that the xfrfty to his king- 

* dom lay * through -many tribulations ; and 
c fhall I now faint, becaufe I find jt to be fo ? 
f Where tkbt enjoy fo good an opportunity 

* of (bowing my regard to my Lord, as by 

* ferving him, now that J am brought to the 

* teft? He is now faying to me, as once 

* he faid to Peter, c * Loveft thou me, more 
S* than tfiefe?" Awake then, O my foul, 
c and anfwer with that Apoftle, * Thou 
I* Lord, who knoweft all things, knoweft 
8* that I love thee ;" and I adore thy good- 
f. nefs in granting me this opportunity of 

* teftifying the ftrength and finceril^jof my 
? love, to thy glory and my unfpeakable 
f comfort. * Such wili be the {entiments of 

the 
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£$ie man whofe fingle aim is to obtain the 
approbation of God. He will continue firm 
and unfhakep, amid ft the greateft fuffer- 
ings ; whilft the hypocrite, like the bafe 
multitude who followed Chrift only for the 
loaves, will be offended, and fall off, when 

a day of trouble cpmes.- 1 (hall only add,, 

in the 

$th and loft place, That this divine prin- 
ciple will make a man eafy and fatisfied, 
whatever be his outward condition in the 
world. He knows that his lot is appointed 
by God, and his only anxiety is to perform 
that part which hath been affigned to him : 
being fully aflured that God, who is no 
refpe<Ster of peribns, will gracioufly accept 
his fincere endeavours to pleafe him, whe- 
ther his ftation be high or low, whether his 
Qircumftances be rich or poor. His only 
concern is, that Ghrift may be magnified in 
his body. Like a determined traveller, he 
takes the road as he finds it, and makes no 
complaints, provided it lead him to the end 
of his journey. 

Thefe are fome of the advantages which 
would flow frojjQf a fincere and Iteady defir-e 

•f 
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«f pleafing God, and him only*— But to fet 
j|befe advantages In a more ftriking light, let 
us a little examine the oppofite principle, and 
take a view of the man whofe great aim is 
to obtain the approbation of his fellow-crea- 
fpres, — Confider then, 

S \ft> To what a drudgery he fubje&s him* 
felf, and what a ftrange and inconfiftent 
part he muft a<ft. He makes himfelf the 
^crvant of every man, whofe cenfiire he 
{bus, or whofe praife he covets. He re- 
fcQunceth his own will and reafon; and to 
whom I Not to God, who requires nothing 
but what is holy, juft, and good; but to 
creatures Jike himfelf, ignorant, perverie, 
and capricious. He who is refoived to 
pleafe men, muft follow them through all 
fheir jarrmg iuconfiftent humours* He mud 
undo to-morrow what he does to-day; hp 
Jl&uft $flume a different appearance in every 
csompany; he muft be the fervent of fer- 
yapts, contemptible in the fight of God, 
and often defpifed by thofe very men whofe 
approbation he courts. For it is to be oh* 
ferved, that refpedt and efteem are fooner 
j^ad by an honed indifference about them, 
.i thai* 
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than by an anxious purfuit of them. They 
who are fatisfied with the approbation of 
their heavenly Father, who feeth them in 
fecret, are for the mod part rewarded by 
him openly, according fo what the wife man 
faith, " When a man's ways pleafe the Lord^ 
w he maketh even his enemies to be at peace 
" with him." Whereas it holds alxnoft 
univerfally true, that men lofe refpedfc in 
proportion as they are ob&rved to court ic 
with anxiety, and fink thereby into greater 
contempt than otherwife they would have 
done. But, 

zdfy. Let its fiippofe that they obtain what 
they covet fo earneftly ; How trivial is the 
acquifirion ! * Verily," faith otir Lord coi*a 
cerning men-pleafers, " they have their r£* 
" wanj." Ah I poor reward f to dbtain thef 
favour atnd friendlhip of dying men, inftead 
of the approbation of God, and the tefti- 
mony of a good confcience ; to remember^ 
jn hell* that they were well ipoken of on 
earth, and that the fentence of their Judge* 
wai the firft thing that undeceived thei* 
fellow-creatures as to their true chara&en 
This is the whole amount of their gain, even 

ftrppofingf 
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luppofing tKat they fucceed in their piirfuir: 
—But I mud now aid, in the 

$d place, That this is only a fuppofkion J 
for fo great is the difficulty of pfleafing men; 
that, after all your pains, it is ten thoufand 
to one but you fhall fail in the attempt. 
The very number of thofc whom you would 
pleafe, renders it almoil impoflible to fuc- 
ceed in it. We cannot at one time obferve 
all who obferve us, and expedt to be pleafed 
by us. We are like a perfon who has but a 
few pieces of money in his pocket, and a 
crowd of beggars about him. If, according 
to his beft judgement* he divides the whole 
among the rnoft needy, that he may pleafe 
God, he is fure of attaining his end. But 
if he attempts to manage fo as to pleafe 
them, he will be miferably difappointed. 
For though the few that fhared of his bounty, 
may poffibly be fatisfied with their propor- 
tion ; yet the reft, who got nothing, will re- 
vile, and perhaps curfe him, as penurious 
and unmerciful. Befides, the different par- 
ties and interfering interefts of men, makes 
it impoflible to pleafe all. If, in any cafe 
you join with one party, the other, of courfe, 

will 
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will be offended : if you keep yourfelf dis- 
engaged from either fide, . ydu will probably 
incur the refentment of both;, or, if you 
think to keep the good-will of both by trim- 
ming, making each believe that you are on 
their fide, befides the bafenefs of the prac- 
tice, Which rnuft fet a man at irreconcilcable 
variance with himfelf, you muft live in a 
perpetual fear of a difcovery ; and when you 
are detedted, both will hate you worfe than 
they do each other.— Nay, in the 

4/^ place, Should you give up the idea 
•f obtaining univerfal favour, and content 
yourfelves with pleafing a few; yet fuch 
is the mutability of mens tempers, that 
your fuccefs, even in this limited attempt, 
is very precarious. For how variable is the 
mind of man ? ever fhifting about, and al- 
ternately pleafed and difpleafed with the 
fame thing. When you have fpent the bed 
of your days in building upon this fand, 
one blaft fhall throw down the laborious 
fabric in a moment. For difficult as it is 
to gain the favour of men, it is ftill more 
difficult to preferve it, or to regain it when 
it is loft. Serve them as fubmiffively as 

you 
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you cdn, yet (brae croft accident, fome faU 
hire in gratifying their unreafonablc ex* 
Mediations, may fuddenly turn all your ho- 
nours into difgrace, and leave you to com- 
plain, as Cardinal Wolfey did, ' Had 1 

* ferved God at faithfully as man, he would 

* not thus have forfaken trie in my old age. 9 
Nay, the perverfenels of many is fb great; 
that they require contradictions ere they 
will be pkafed. If John come fafting, they 
fay, " he hath a devil :" If Chrift come eat* 
iftg and drinking, they fay, " Behold a man 
Ci gluttonous and a wine-bibber, a friend of 
a publicans and finners." If your judgement 
and pra<5tice be accommodated to your fu- 
periors, fome will call you fupple and tem- 
porifirig : -if it be otherwife, you will per- 
haps be reproached as difcontented and fe- 
ditious. 

ThuSj you fee, that it is impoffible to 
pleafe all men* or even any confiderable 
ritimber of them at one tithe. Nor hat? we 
caufe to wonder at this, when we cctafider* 
that our bleffed Saviour himfelf* notwith-i 
Handing his perfect innocence and wifdom^ 
was more reviled than any man* Can you 

do 
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4q snore to deferve the favour of men than 
Chrift did? op c^n you expedt to pleafe 
thpfe who a^e difpleafed with God himfelf ? 
Rpr is x\o$ Gpd gU$y cftfpteafing men in the 
cpurfe.of his prpvicjence? and what is there 
tliat they quarrej with more bitterly than 
\yifh hie word 1 In fine, how can we expert 
jq gle&fe any n\*n*ber of our fellow-crea* 
tures, when we cannot even p]eafe ourfelves 
Cpuftantly ? Anji for the truth of this, I ap- 
peal to yoijr pyyn experience. You muft be 
fipg&|ar ; indeed, if ypu. never fall out with 
ypiirfelyes j I mean Angularly inattentive, 
{to give it m h^rfher name), for with the 
fopft I jkji fore there is too often juft caufe 
for it. If thpn we are not able to preferve 
pur own efteem at all times, how can we 
<ejtpp<9t to pfefer ye U»e approbation of other 
men ? ' 

And now what is your judgement upon 
the whole? Is not man^pleafing both a 
mean and fruitless attempt ? Is it wife to 
h*ye fpr your aim a thing fo difquieting, 
and fp very precarious ? Is it not by far the 
wifer cpurfe to feefc the approbation of God, 
3$!p tf ieth yp$r hearts, whom you pleafe 
, Vqj,. lit C " moft 
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fouls above every mean and fordid view, and 
enable us always fo to fpeak and ad, " not 
u as pleafing men, but God, who trieth our 
u hearts."— Then the peace of God, which 
pafleth all underftanding, fhall keep our hearts 
and minds through Chrift Jefus : and ainidft 
Ull th>e changing fecnes pt life, we fhall have 
this for our rejoicing, even the teftimony of 
a. good conscience, that, in fimplicity and 
, godly fincerity, not with flefhly wifdom, but 
by the grace of God, we have had our ?cm* 
yerfatipR in the world? 
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Act* xu 43* 

*—And exhorted them all, that with purpofe of 
heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 

IT is not eafy td conceive a rttore complete 
or amiable chara&er than that which is 
given of Barnabas in the : following verfe : : 
<c He was a good man, and full of the Holy 
* Ghoft, . and of faith/' And as a good 
man, out of the good treafure of his hearty 
bringeth forth good things j fo this faithful 
minifter of Chrift, who had been fem by 
the church in Jerufalem to vifit the new 
tofrterts at Antioch, having feen thofe real 
efieds of the grace of God among. them, of 
trhich he had formerly heard the agreeable 
report, wa* filled with joy ; and, like a true 
" foft of canfolation," which his name fig-* 
nifies, he " exhorted r them al], that with 
u purpofe of heaauthey would . deaye unto 

C $ « the 
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" the Lord," — MydeGgnin difcourfing fron* 
thefe words is, 

i^, To expMn tlie exhortation contained 
in them ; idly r To enforce it by fome mo- 
tives and arguments; and, $dly y To offer 
fome dire&ions whichv through the bleffing 
of God, may be ufeful to thofe who are de- 
firous of complying with it. ' 

I Begin with explaining the exhortation 
contained itt^the text.*-— ^ And,: 

\fty It is obvious, that it fuppofeth thofe 
to whom it is directed to be already enter- 
ed upon a Religious - cpurfe of life;:., Baina*- 
bas addrefled his difcourfe to i perfphs . *?h6 
were ^e&T converts td -Chriftianity. >I% ap- 
pears from 'the 2ift'-aiid. 2?d verfes, that 
the tidings which had come - to Jerufalen* 
concerning^tiiem y exprefely ; affirmed, that a 

* great riuffiber had", believed and turned 

* unto j&e&ord :" and Barnabas, foon after 
his arrival at Antibch, received full €on- 
vidlion that this, reppft /was txu^jv £or Jie 
*? faw the grace, of; God^; and was j glad/' 
The form q£ -his -exhortation, indeed ( ftffE- 
ciently diftingutftietk tfaexhara<ftcr^.of?vthpfe 

1 y Q to 
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to whom it was addrefTed ; for fuch as had 
never been joined to the Lord could not, 
with any propriety/ be exhorted to cleave or 
to adhere to him. And as this exhortation* 
when addrefTed to us* fuppofeth that we 
have already chofen the ways of God ; fo 
it implies alfo, that our choice is the fruit 
of mature and folid confideration. " This 
u purpofe of heart/' with which we are to 
iC cleave unto the Lord," is not a blind and 
obftinate bigotry, which pufheth men head- 
long in a way which they know not. Per- 
fons of this character may have a fair fiiow i 
in the time of profperity : but when they \ 
are brought to the trial of adverfity, they | 
will relinquifh againft reafon what they be- 
gan without it } and will turn as violent in 
oppofing religion, as ever they feeiaed zea- 
lous in promoting. it* In the 

ad place, The exhortation in my text re- 
quires the habitual exercile of all jthe graces 
of the Chriftian life ^ the conftant perform- 
ance ,of every commanded duty. It is not 
enough that, we draw near to the Lord on 
ibme ftated occafions, or have iome tran- 
fient fla£hes of devotion, like the llraelites 
W C 4 'of 
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of old, *<&ricerriirig whom it is fai T d (7ft- 
fea vu 4.) 1 , th&t thdir -goodnefs, likfef " iht 
u morning cloud and early dew," apjbeaiietl 
fot a little, aifcfcihen " *anifted" av*ay. Wfe 
muft cleave to the Lord &t all times; devo- 
tion muft be the prevailing temper of cfuir 
minds ; arid tmr habitual pf a&ice muft cor- 
refpond to itv It muft be our fixed defign r 
and fkicere refclution^ to keep all God's coni- 
' mandmeftts, at all times-, and in all places 
arid circtitnftahfc'es. 

Some therfe are wh& Itty . doWn refold 
taona for the per^in^ceof eetttifo duti&y 
with a* defignfed excefitibii tff fcthfert-:- Oir 
perhaps they ptir^bfe fco jterfb&h ill the 
branches of duty for a paftittilar feaffbii y 
ttith A- fecret tefervei that wheh that tii&fc 
fhall be felapfed, they wiH then rfeturh tt> 
their former roiiHe ©f fife* But all fUth t<± 
folutions are an aboxttiriattoh tb God; as be- 
ing hypefcritieal and infii&fere; and plaifify 
fhotv that the firft ftep in* teligi«i it&Tt&t 
yet taken. For at the leaft; it ft- eflenrtial to 
the chara&er of a true Ghrtf&ahy thtt therfe 
he a fixed and peremptory defigh to adhett 
to all duty, at all times; Grievous failures 

and 
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and fihi tft»« rftkyifefc^f vis uwhert thereto* 
inch htfttefr and upright, pnrpbfe* ; bitt *f 
th«fei; are -wanting* our profeffion. q£ cdggfea 
ftttrft' be altogether Vaigw**i»«fIo the" /': ■.nc. 'i 
$# placed I *The -' exhortaKiaa in .my 1 i/tew 
requires <flotr ('ire make ih-ffa^ea and: hboeft \ 
prcrfcffibii.of our: adherence to 'the Lartiw»~ J 
And; .1 vinemioa this, ndcrenly bem*ttfe off 
Ithe importance of ihe < ithiag ' ■ itftlf, inir aifo 
tfri actotmkyof tfje fliameful *fid pferriftlSfc* 
failure even ijf. fome good people im t&% 
matter; infttad of eotofeftng Chrift boldly 
before men, thejr take: « tride fteps as &€ir 
con&fences will allow them, to *}#afc 'At 
hngwage, and to afSt the tnanher£ of 4 j 
corrupt generation, frorti the dread ttf «p- 
ffcarHig angular, or of itetr&ng the charge 
<$f ofteift&tioil Or hypoetify. But this nf#- 
*hod tof toncisaling, dr rather indeed of gi- 
ving- awtiy a part of our religion, to ifaJWe 
the imputation of the reft, 19 neither ' hoaeft 
«or wife. Hoheft it cannot be ; fbr it fe 
juft *e fraudulent to- ihipofe upon iheni hy 
feeming worfe than we are, as by feemufcg 
bitter ; And furely it is near wife ; for i^, we j 
refolve to have the appearance of no more / 
■♦' religion 
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religioii than corrupt minds wtltr allow td 
be firicere, I am afraid we muft "give, it up 
altogether, and preferve the opinion- of o4r 
honefty, by appearing to have no religion 
at all Hypocrify is a bad thing; not be- 
cause it wears the form of religion, but be* 
caiife it wants the power of it ; and the way 
to avoid hypoerifyi ,is not by- doing lefs 
than the hypQcrite^JDut by doing more, and 
\ better. .Our Saviour, who fpfent whole nights 
in prayer, cannot be fuppofed to condemn 
the Pharifees for praying long; but for 
making their pray ers a cloak to. cover their 
covetoufnefs and oppreffion*: .He.does not 
find fault with them for their outward 
beauty, but for their inward pollution and 
deformity. If helinefs be really within 
as, we have no occafion to dread any harm 
from its appearing outwardly. ' It will at 
length overcome the malice o# the world, 
and prove its divine original, both by its 
native luftre, and its powerful influence up- 
on thofe who behold it.— r— Once more, in 
the 

' .. v 4f&.p1ace f The;esxhortatioa.in the text re- 
quires* that we perfevere in our adherence 

to 
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to the Lord t;o the end of our lives. It is 
not fufficient that we begin well, and con- 
tinue faithful for a while. We mud hold 
on our way, and wax flronger and Wronger 
as we proceed* We muft not be wearied 
with the length of the way, but #< lifting 
" up the hands that hang down, and 
a ftrengthening the feeble knees," we muft 
T run without wearying, and walk without 
" fainting, preffing towards the mark, for 
u the prize of the high calling of God in 
" Chrift Jefus." We.mnft not givte up re«* 
ligious exercifes,- either vbecaufe ; of . die fre* 
quent repetition of felfnlenyi&g duties* or 
of the bodily decay which old ag« brings 
on, or of the increafing infirmities of the 
mind. Wej muft nofe give over our work 
in defpondency, becaufe of the flowtief* of 
our progrefe, the ftnallnefs of our fuccefs, 
or the number and ftfength of our enemies; 
—For all thefe difcouragements will foon be 
over, ."'and in due time we fhall reap, if we 
*' faint noti a glorious and everlafting. re- 
" ward.*' — Having thus explained theexhor* 
tation in my text, I proceed now, in the 
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i 2# plmj i To enforce it. ;by jfoiac . irarthre* 

and)a^mT^hts.-4^-^Gofiiidcr than, 

7" :\^, JTTJiat thi fairii^seafons ^Mcii at fir ft 

/ d*t*iraiiidd: yon toxhixifc.thiB;Wa.ya of. God^ 

* ire eqradiy? forcible for iri£itirig you to per* 

f fyr&tt Hi them, *>ta? thie fendi,- Upon '.. what 

| grounds did ye\*knbiatt3e ..jpaur religion at 

I firit? ;;vWliy was dfe r tSkt :$re , ratified, whea 

ysocamc ob' jyeaM* .tl^at profeflion . into which 

/ ye* wfew baptized? /Was it becaufe of the 

C divine ^dthopty upon 'Which your religfoil 

rtfU;fc ~TJ»» rtafea-furtly ftill Jidlcbi -tfr 

make i^oii adhere cb it am\dft theftrongeflt 

temptations : for divifcti authority ;s t always 

tO t^i)beyed^ whatever difficulties lie in the 

Wtfyj^n&yv though the command* of the 

Bgteft power* on daftb flumld interfere 

f With iti Waft it cGticttPL for ydur eternal 

V fiivati<Jn'i-and a fc*tt*i£fioa that w there ia 

^ no other name $nd«r heaven, given a- 

W mong men, whereby you can be faved, 

** but t^e name of Cfarift ?" and dobs not 

this reaiba bind you as much to cleave to 

the 'Lardy is to come to him at firft ? T " The 

" Loud is with you while ye be with him, 

** and if ye feek him he will be found of you; 

" but 
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a but if ye ftirfake hicb, he itfiH farfake ydu.* 
" He that cndureth to the end," faith Chrift, 
** fhall be faved."-rJ c But if any man draw 
" back, my foul fhall have no pleafitre in 
** him. v Nay, the cafe of apoftafes is repre- 
sented every inhere in Scripture as incoa» 
ceivably -more dreadful than that of any 
other finners. Onc c e more, did you enter 
upon a religious cdurfe of life, becauft 
your confciences wortld pot ^tffer jrou td 
be at peace till you had done* fb? TJiis 
reafon alfo bind6 you to perfevera as you 
have begun; for the more Faithfully you 
clekve rto the :Lord, the more ; ftedfeftly 
you refill temptation, the greater peace and 
tranquillity you; will haard .in your own 
tninds. ' Nay, the obstacles which now make 
your progriafs difficult and painful, will 
gradually difappear, and at length you fhaH 
find, that w wifdom's ways are ways of plea* 
" fantnefs, and that all her paths are peace.' 9 
In a word, whatever good reafon we had to 
fet out ia the Chriftian: courfe,. the faine 
reafon wiU hold for our perfeveranoe in it. 
If we began it from bad or. from wbrldly mof 
jtiyes, our religion is but an emptyprofeffion, 

without 
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without ' any rfeality/ In this cafe we are not 
yet Chriflians; and therefore the exhorta- 
tion in the text doth not belong to us. 

Confider, in the 

2d place, That all the bribes which canr 
be offered, . in order to feduc? you from 
your adherence to the Lord, are vain, pre* 
carious, and unfatisfying. How often liave 
men u made fhipwreckof failh and of a 
t € good confciencei" for a mere fhadow of 
expectation which: was never realized to 
them? But though you fhould obtain all 
that this world caif*prefent to you, yet bow 
bitter i is that advantage which is purchafed 
at the expence of inward peace and .tran- 
quillity ? . Nay, how vain and precarious are 
the enjoyments of / this world at the beft? 
* c Riches oft?n make to themfelves wings" 1 
* and flee away ;" and then they leave the 
perfon much more unhappy than they 
found him, under the dominion of inflamed 
appetites,/ without the proper objjd&s to fa- 
tisfy- them. The joy of the wicked is like 
the "crackling of thorns under a potjV 
vain whilfl it lafts,and foon at an end. Ba- 
laam loved the reward of uniighteoufnefs, 

and 
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And he obtained it ; but ! what did he reap 
from it at laft? he. returned to his own 
country loaded with riches, but all his en- 
joyments were embittered by " an evil con- 
" fcieriee," aild he himfelf was fodn after 
brought to an untimely end by the vie« 
toriotis arms of the Ifraelites. So xiecritful 
are the offers with whith ithis world would 
leduce you from your adherence to the 
Lord. But in cleaving to the Lord, you 
can never be difappointed in your expecta- 
tions ; for he hath faid, H I will never leave 
w thee nor forfake thee."-^— Goniider, in the 
$d place, Wi^at obligations you lie under 
to this Lord to whom you are exhorted itt 
the text, to " cleave with purpofe of heart." 
He it was that befriended you in your 
greateft neceflity, ,and that brought- falva- 
tion with his own arm, when there was nfc 
other eye to pity you, nor any other hand 
that could help you. Think on the grcat- 
nefs of the love of Chrift, and on the coftly 
proofs he gave of it* in condefcending to 
become a man, and "a man of forrows," 
and at laft to die utider the bittereft agonies, 
for the redemption of your fouls j and then 

let 



4 



4* Sl£ ^iM>Q -:H. J4 

If* gratftttdfc fuggeft. tt> you what return* 
®«y reaibnably be;t¥pe<9:ed frpm creature* 
£» iniai&ly inde^e4 rtq; hinj as you have 
Iwe®.; Pid: tshe Jiftwi Jefu«, wtffcout any 
importunity frorn «?, and even contrary to 
©gjF,d§fifes f perfiftin his, gracious defign of 
faKbg up, till he coujd; fay upon Ithe cjofs, 
*;It 19 fiaifhed?" and ihall not ,Jive perfeverc 
W$k (fled/aftqelfein pur duty and allegiance 
lift ^liqj J ..Surely, if his heart, clave tp us, 
v&en we had nofhing to merit or invite hi* 
lp*$e, Qiuch mc$e fkould pur hearts cleave to 
Sim, v*hp ie-npt only infinitely amiable i» 
liiftifeJfV. fcitf, whisfc is ftill rnore jaterefting, 
wfntoejy feind and gracious to us,-— One* 
n\ore>in.tfep 

4$& glace, Cpnfider that this duty, &U 
tfeoftgh :4i$cujt, , is by no pagans impra/SU* 
c^ble, ThpufaRd^ of our b,re^ren, all inen 
^f Jijce ,gaflipi)&;^ith ourfelves, have .ppcf«t- 
vered to $he end in cleaning to tfre Lord, 
afld. are p.&w SfUPyJRg the g^ripus reward 
oj£ theig^ed^ft adherence to hjm. All ne- 
c^ffar^iaid ^ f>rGF$ed fear you, and feady 
l^be i^veye4 tp you as often as you iha}l 
aJklit&uiF qr ^ jpQd is faithful, wnft will not 
V.« , « fuffer 
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* c fufler you to be tempted above what ycf 
" are able tofoear, but will with the tempta- 
" tton alfo make a way to efcape, that ye may 
" be able to bear ic" Indeed, had you no 
other ftrength but youryown, to exhort .ypu 
to " cleave unto the Lord*" would only 
be to tnock your ipifery. But help , is laid 
for you on One who is mighty, and is no 
lefs willing than powerful to fup'port you 
under £11 your trials. He can perfeft 
ftrength hi your weaknefs ; and whilft yciu 
are ftretching forth your feeble arms to 
embrace him* he will inclofe you in the 
arms of his Omnipotence, and work in you 
effedlually tt both to will and to do of his 
u good pieafure*" 

Having thus explained the exhortation in 
the text, and endeavoured to enforce it by 
fome motives and arguments, I proceed now, 
as was propofed, in the 

Third place, To ofler fome directions, 
which, through the blefling of G<3d, may 
be ufeful to thofe who are defirous of com- 
plying with this exhortation. — And, in the 

i^ place, Labour to have your minds as 
VOL. III. I> richly 
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richly furnifhed as poflible with true Chri> 
ftian knowledge. Study the nature and 
the reafons of the religion which you pro- 
fefs, that you may be able to confute gain- 
fayers, or at lead to withfland their attempts 
to feduce and pervert you. Knowledge 
mud lie at the root of our ftedfaftnefs ; 
otherwife, let the caufe in which we arc 
engaged be ev^r fo good, o\lr adherence to 
it is nothing elfc than obftinacy of temper ; 
which can neither pleafe God, nof bring 
any real advantage to ourfelves. In iuch a 
cafe, if a man is in the right, it is merely 
by accident : he might as readily have been 
in the wrorig ; and it is very poffible r nay 
extremely likely, that fome new u wind of 
" dodtrine" may feduce him, aiid that he 
ttiay become as violent in his enmity to the , 
gofpel, as he was once warm in fupporting 
it. It is true, indeed, "there may be a great 
deal of found knowledge in the head, where 
there is no real grace in ' the heart. A fo- 
reigner may learn to fpeak the' language of 
Zion fo well, s that it will be difficult to di- 
ftinguifli him from one who is " an Ifraehte 
« indeed." But, on the other hand, it is 

abfolutely 
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absolutely certain, that grace cannot confift 
With girofs ignorance t For the firft operation 
of the Spirit of God is to open mens eyeS> 
and to turn them from datkndfs , Unto light : 
ConfeqUently, where there is ho light, it 
xnuft be concluded that there is no grace; 
Some exceptions ther^ may be ; and there 
have been examples of petfons, in whole 
temper arid practice the lineaments of the 
New Creature could plainly be difcefrned,, 
who, by reafon of their natural dulnefs, 
Inrere incapable of acquiring any diftindt 
knowledge of the principles of religion* or 
at lead of exptefling what they knew to 
the fktisfa&iort of others. This rule of jud- 
ging muft not therefore be extended to thole 
tohofe underftandiiigs are vifibly weak, and 
Unapt to receive or to retain inftrudlion ; for 
out of the mouths of fueh babes and Sick- 
lings, God may, and often doth, perfe<5l 
his prdife. But when men are quick enough 
to learn other things^ and yet remain igno- 
rant of the great truths of Chriftianity ; 
Vrhen they difcbver rio anxiety, nor ufe any 
proper endeavoufs, to acquire the know- 
ledge of them j this voluntary ignorance, 
P 2 Whatever 
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Whatever they may pretend, is a plain proof 
ftf an unconverted Hate. : Let none who ac- 
knowledge and lament tjheir ignorance, and 
who ufe the means to have it removed, be 
$Hfcouraged at what I have , now faid ; for 
they are not the perfons concerning* whom 
/ I fpeak. But if I could meditate a reproof 
/ of more than ordinary fharpnefs, I would 
1 addrefs it to tbofe who* amidft Bibles and 
I Sermons, and other excellent helps for their 
J .spiritual improveB&ent, remain ftupidly ig- 
1 norant of the moft eflenfciai points of Chri* 
ftianity, without any ;#>atae and canoem. 
And, al&s j ; what numbed of this dcftrijjtiaja 
.are to be, found ampng us? . How tamj 
claim the peculiar privilegieS of Ghriftiaa*, 
who know little more of Chriftianity than 
the name ?„ Nay, is it npt to be feared, that 
many who partake of the holy facrament of 
the Lord's Supper, are fo grofsly ignorant 
of the nature of that ordinance* that, with 
refpedl to them, the cotfimunion-table itfelf 
v may bear the fame infcription which Paul 
found upon the altar at Athens, u To the 
" unknown God." This, my brethren, 
yields us a very melancholy profpe£: for 

furely 
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&rely they are not likely to prove ftedfaft 
fihtiftian?, who know fo little of Chrifti- \ 
anity, that it isl hard to fincj out upon what J 
grounds they are Christians at alL I would ' 
therefore recommend it to you, with the 
greatefl: earneftnefs, to ftudy the principles 
#f that religion which you, profefs* Spare 
n& pains that nskay be neceflTary to get a . 
thorough acquaintance with them, and then 
you will be in lefs danger of forfaking theci . 
when an hqu# of tri$l comes. " They that 
& know their Qod/V faid the angel to Da- 
niel, " (hall he ; ftrong . ajnd , do exploits." % 
^ For imderlUnding (hall keep thee," faith 
Solomon, " to deliver thee from the way of 
* the eyil wan,, frogi the man that fpeaketh 
^- Iro^rd things, who leave the paths of 
" uprightnefs, to walk in the ways of dark- 
« nefs," Buit, 

%My^ Befitdes the fpeculative knowledge 
of divine truths* you muil alfo labour to 
acquire an inward experience and Telifh of 
them. Did we truly feel their influence 
upon, our own hearts, it would ferve in 
place of a thoufend arguments to prove their / 
divine original He would be a cunning 
- D ^ fpphifter 
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/ fophifter- indeed, who could perfuade a man 
I that honey was bitter, whilft he tafted the, 
* fweetnefs of it in his mouth. It is an expe- 
rimental conviction of the truth of the go- 
{pel, which fortifies the true Chriilian againft 
all the arts of feducers. He hath a witnef% 
within himfelf, and can bring a proof from 
his 'own heart, both of the truth and excel- 
lence of the religion which he profeffeth. 
It wa$ a ftubborn queftion which Athanar 
fius put to the heathens of his time, who 
denied the refurredlion of Chrift. > c If Chrift 
c be not alive,' faid he, t how doth he yet 
f deftroy your idols, and caft out devils, and 
! convert and fubdue the world to himfelf? 
f Are theft the works of a dead man ?' In 
like manner can the fandtified foul fay* 
5 Have 1 felt Chrift opening my blind eyes, 

4 binding the ftrong man, and calling hini 

* out ? Have I felt him (lamping his image 
{-upon, my foul, and bringing me with 

* boldnels into the prefence of that God 

* whopa I h^d offended? And after this, 
c fhall I dpubt whether there be a Chrift, 

5 or whether this Chrift be able to fave me ?' 
Thus can the true believer, who hath fek 

the 
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>the power of Chriftianity, bring unanfwer- 
able arguments for its truth from his own 
experience : Arguments which neither the 
temptations of "Satan, nor the cavils of wic- 
ked men, will be able to overthrow. 

3^/y, If you would cleave with ftedfaftW 
aefs unto the Lord, attend conftantly to the 
inward frame and temper of your hearts* 
Make confdypnee of watching over your molt 
fecret thoughts. Suffer them not to waijt- 
der without controul, or to fpend their 
ftrength upon things which, ciniiot profit 
you ; otherwife you will open a wide door 
to the enemy, and even furnifli him with 
weapons which he will not fail to improve 
againft you. I. am afraid the importance of 
this dire&ioh is too little confidered by the 
generality of Chriftians. We commonly 
think ourfelves fecure when out of the way 
of external temptations, and fuffer our minds 
to rpam at large wherever fancy prefents an 
amufing objedt. Whereas we ought to coi>- 
lider, that whatever inflames our paflipns, 
or giyes them an c improper dire&ion, is 
equally hurtful : to the foul, whether tjhe 
paufe be real or imaginary. Nay, lam per- 
D 4 iuaded^ 
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ftiaded, that the tempter doth often mats? 
greater havock in our hearts, by mingling 
his poifbn with the fuggeftions of our owi$ 
minds, than by all his other methods o$ 
temptation. If we would keep our hearty 
indeed, we muft watch their motions as 
darefully when we are alone, as when we 
are abroad, and in the midft of danger. 
The prefence of God ftiould conftantly over- 
awe our mod fecret thoughts, and have 
equal influence on us in our retirement, as 
^hen we adl in the open view of the world. 

: Ajkh direction I fhall give you in the words 
of the Apoftle Paul, {Rom. xi, 20.) " Be 
** not high-minded, but fear." Remember 
what our blefled Lord faid tohi6 difciples, 
w ^Without me ye can do . nothings" No- 
thing is more offenfive to God than pride. . 
When our hearts begin to fwell with a high 
opinion of our own ftrength, he is provoked 
to with-hold his grace from us ; becaufe all' 
that is poured into the proud foul runs over 
in felf-applaufe, and fo is like water fpilt 
Una rock, virith refpe& to any good that it 
doth to a man himlelf, or any glory whiek 
♦ it 
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it brinfcsr to Go4. Ths proud heart, like ^ 
the towering cliff* is never fruitful. If we ' 
would in due time be excited, w$ muft firft . 
bumble ourfelves tinder the mighty hand of 
God, This is the way to obtain frefh fup- 
pliea of his fupporting grace. " Happy is \ 
* the iaajQ," faith Solomon, " who feareth / 
P always." A holy diffidence of ourfelves * 
is the true temper of a Chriltian* and will 
]both ferve to keep us out of the way of 
temptation, and teach us to a<5t with the 
caution of men who perceive their danger ? 
and are careful to {hun it. 

^thly i Avoid, aa much as poffible, the feU- \ 
lowfhip of wicked men. This is an advice 
which I am inclined to repeat as often as I 
can find occafion for it ; and indeed it is 
_ fcarcely poffible to infill upon it as much as j 
its impprunce defer ves. A man who i% 
carelefe of hia company, difregards his own 
foul. If therefore you would cleave unta 
the Lord, imitate the holy Pfalmift, and give 
" charge to evil-doers to: depart from yotu 
Let the faints, the excellent ones of the earth, 
bfe the men of your counfeL We ftand 
much in need of all the affiftance, which 

we 
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*we can derive from our fellow Chriftians : 
* Wo to him that is alone when he falleth,'* 
faith the wife man, " for he hath not an- 
*• other to help him up.'* Whereas, when 
Chriftians join together in holy commu- 
iv.on, like trees planted* in a thicket, they 
Ihelter and defend one another.' They have 
boldnefs to face their adveriaries, as well, a* 
ftr ngth to baffle their attempts, to feduce 
them. " Let us then exhort one another 
• tt daily, left any of us be hardened through 
" the deceittulnefs of fin/ 7 Like brethren, 
let us dwell together in love and unity, ha* 
*ing all' our fpintual goods in common, be- 
ing * ready to diftribute, willing to commu* 
" nicate," according to the meafure of gifts 
and graces which it hath pleafed our hea* 
venly Father to beftow on us. — In the 

btb and lajt place, If we would obey the 
exhortation in the text, we muft beware of 
negledting the inftrumental duties of reli- 
gion. Let us carefully read the Holy Scrip* 
tures, which God, in mercy, hath g^ven us 
to be a " lamp to our feet, and a light unto 
* c our path " — " The law of the Lord is per- 
f* fed* converting the foul: jthe teftimony 

« of 
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•1* of the Lord is fure, making wife the fim* 
i* pie." — —To reading you muft join the 
hearing of the word preached ; that power- 
ful ordinance which God hath fo remark- 
ably countenanced in all ages of the church, 
and made ef&dlual by his blefling, both for 
the convferfion of finners, and for the efta- 
blifhment of his own people. Undpr thia 
head I would particularly recommend to 
you a devout attendance upon the holy fa- 
cram ent of the Lord's Supper, which is £b 
peculiarly calculated to ftrengtben our 
faith, and to build us up in holinefs and 
comfort, unto eternal life. This hath been 
found, in the experience of all the faints, tp 
be a moft blefled inftitution, which hath 
in every age enabled men to hold on their 
way with alacrity' and jpy, and in every 
fitiiation hath affifted 'them to renew their 
ftrength. To all this \ye muft add conftant 
and fervent prayer to God. By this we 
maintain correfpondence with the " Father 
•* of lights, from whom cbmeth down every 
u good and peffedt gift." Prayer is the 
sieffenger which he hath appointed for 
gionveying to us help in every time of need. 

He 
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fte h^th prpmifed his Spirit to them wh<j 
ajflk it. Let us . u afk and receive, that our 
?*- joy may fee full." 

Thus* my brethren, I have fuggefted tp 
you a few plain directions which, through 
&e blefling of God, may be of ufe to aflift 
you in maintaining that firm adherence to 
$he Lord, which fiay text recommends. All 
that now repaains is, that: I intreat you tq 
reduce them to pra&iee, .And what motive 
fan I represent to you fo powerful as thq 
%wfideration, that " to them who, by a 
fc, patient continuance in welWoing, feek 
*^. for glory, honour,, and immortality, Gpd 
?* wiH sender eternal life,*' ? To him tha* 
fir pVe^CCWieth," fw\k Chrift, « *rill I grant to 
M fit down with nf*e on my throne, even a§ 
«* I alfo overcame and am fet down with 
f* my Father o$ his throj*e." The time 
idj?*weth near,. Mtf&en you fhall be placed be* 
yo;id the fteach.pf t^naptatkwa, when your 
warfdre fhall b»e accomplifhed, and your 
jJiSSggW a$ an end; and who would not 
fuftaia a fhort, though it were a foarp* con- 
fU<&, that he might obtain a triumphant 
l&jftpry ? Some of us perhaps fraye but ^ 

, few 
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few more efforts to make, and a few more 
aflauits to fuftain, before Chrift fhall call us 
home to receive the enriching reward^ — a 
reward not of debt but of grace j even that 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, with 
which our light and momentary afflictions 
are not worthy to He compared. Let us all 
then be perfuaded, " with purpofe of heart 
w to cleave unto the Lord." Let us count 
all things but lofs, that we may win Chrift, 
and be found in him, not having our own 
righteoufnefsj but that everlafting rightr* 
ou(hd\ which he hath prepared for theta 
who " ckave to him." Let us go from this \ 
place, faying as Peter did, ^only with mote ' 
humility, " Though all men Ihould fbrfake 
" thee t yet will not we." And " now unto \ 
u him that is able to keep you from falling* 
and to prefent you faultlefs before the pre- 
tence of his glory with exceeding joy i 
To the only wife God our Saviour, be 
" glory and majefty, dominion and power* 
" both now and ever." Amem 

SEBU 
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Micah vi. 3. 

my people •, what have I done unto tbee ? and 
wherein have I wearied tbee ? Tefiify againft 
me. 

IT is impoffible to predict what imprefliori 
the fame truth will make upon the dif- 
ferent minds of men. That word, which 
will pierce one man, to the " dividing afun- 
€< derofthe foul and fpirit," may have no 
edge at all when addreffed to another. But, 
were I to judge from my own feelings, I 
fhould think, that all the terrors of God 
could not more efTedtually overawe the heart 
of a finner, than the pafTage of Scripture 
which I have now read. It ftrikes riiy ear 
like the laft found of God's mercy. Doth 
the Almighty command and threaten ? I fear 
and tremble : yet I have dill fome expecta- 
tion, that his companion may interpofe in 

my 
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thy behalf.— But, doth he put off his ter* 
rible Majefty, and, inflead of vindicating 
the authority, condefcend to plead the rea- 
fonablenefs of his law ? then I am fare that 
his forbearance is almoft exhaufted, and that 
my day of grace is drawing near to an end. 
For as he neither wantsr power to punifh, 
nor provocation to juftify the punilhment 
he might inflidt, his defign in (looping fo 
low,' can only be to render my condemna- 
tion confident with the utmoft extent of his 

mercy. In the words of the text, the 

Supreme Lord of heaven and earth appeals 
to firlners themfelves* for the mildnefs and 
equity of his government ; and challengeth 
them to produce one inftance of undue fe- 
verity towards them, br the leaft fliadow 
of excufe for their undutiful behaviour to- 
wards him. " O my people, what have I 
" done unto thee ? and wherein have I wea- 
u ried thee? Teftify againft me," And 
doth the infinitely wife God condefcend to 
be tried at the bar of human reafon ? Can 
it then be fuppofed, that his caufe is doubt- 
ful, or that he runs the leaft hazard of be- 
ing caft in judgement ? Have we not reafon 

to 
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to conclude, that the evidence of his good- 
nefs mult be clear and irrefiftible, when he 
offers it to trial before the moft partial tri* 
bunal, and fubmits his vindication to thoft 
Very perfons who cannot juftify him with- 
out condemning themfelves ? 

But as finners are naturally ditpofed to 
fliun the light, and to turn away their eyes 
from every thing that hath a tendency to 
humble and abaft them ; it may be of ufi 
to bring this caufe to a fair and open trial : 
Which, through divine affiftance* I propose 
to do, 

ijl, By giving you a dired proof of thri 
goodnefs of God, and of his tender concern 
for the welfare of his creatures* • 

adtyi By examining fbme of die moft' 
plaufible obje&ions which are urged againft 
the mildnefs and equity ©f the divine admi- 
niftration* 

I will then conclude with a pra&ical im- 
provement of the fubjed* 

I BEcitt with giving you a direct proof 
•f the goodnefs of God, and of his tender , 

concern 
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concern for the welfare of his creatures. 
r thh appears, ia the 

\fi pUce* From the unwearied patience 
which he esercifeth towards tranfgreflbre. 
How eafily could he arreft 'them in the 
midft of their road career, and hurry them 
to judgement with all their provocations on 
their beads ? Might not God have feized 
tbee, O firmer, in the very a<El of fin, with 
ai^urfe or a lie in thy mouth, and have 
flopped that breath with which thou waft 
infulring his name and his laws ? How 
often might he have fummoned thee to his 
dread tribunal in a fit of drunkennefs ; and 
made thee fober in that place of torment 
where there is not a drop of water to cool 
the thirfty tongue? Ah, how eafy a matter 
is it for the Almighty to bring down the 
proudeft of his foes ? to filence the profane 
injurious railer ? to bind the hands of the 
oppreflbrs, and to make them know that 
they are but worms ? We read of one an- 
gel deftroying in one night, an hundred 
and fburfcore and five thoufand Affyrians: 
and myriads of angels ftand continually 
before his throne ready to execute what- 

Vol. IIL E ever 
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ever he commands. He is the Lord of 
Hods, ""who doth according to his will in: 
" the army of heaven, and among the in- 
* habitants of the earth." — How eafily can 
he throw thee into a bed of languifhing? 
and wafte thy ftrength under fuch a pining 
ficknefs, or ricking pain, as to make thee 
cry for mercy to him whom thou blaf- 
phemeft, and even beg the prayers of thofe 

whom' thou waft wont to fcorn ? But 

God hath as yet done none of thefe things. 
By his merciful vifitation, he preferves thee 
in the land of the living, and in the land of 
-hope. He fupplies all thy wants, and loads 
thee with unceafing benefits. He gave thee 
that breath which thou haft breathed out 
againft him, and every moment of that 
time which thou haft iquandered away in 
idleneis, ftnfuality, and the works of the 
fleth. s Why doth he yet wait to be graci- 
ous, if he were not tenderly folicitous for 
thy welfare ? Sjurely his iparing mercy muft 
be intended to bring thee back to himielf : 
He reflrains his wrath, that his goodnefs, 
like coals of fire, may melt down thine im- 
penitence, and thy haranefs of heart : " The 

" Lord 
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* Ldrd is not flack concerning his promife, 
" (as fbme men count flacknefs) but is 
". long-fuffering to us-ward, not willing that 
" any fhould perifli, but that all fhould come 
" to repentance." But, 

idly. The goodnefs of God, and his tender 
concern for the welfare of his creatures, is 
ftill more illuflrioufly difplayed in the fuf- 
ferings and death of our Lord Jefus Chrift* 
whom God fent into the world for this very 
end, "that whofoever believeth on him* 
" might not perifli, but have everlafting life." 
There- we fee a proof, the mod ftrong and 
convincing that God himfelf could give, 
of his having " no pleafure in the death of 
" the wicked, but rather that he fhould re- 
" turn from his way, and live." Would he 
have ranfomed finners at fo coftly a price 
as the blood of his only begotten Son ? 
would he have aftoniflied angels with fo 
wonderful an a<5l of condefcenfion, as to 
lend Him who was the " brightnefs of his 
" glory, and the exprefs image of his per- 
" fon," to affume the likenefs of finful flefh, 
to fubmit to the infirmities of our low na- 
ture, aay, to the ignominy and pain of the 
E a fcrofs? 
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erofs ? had not our everlafting welfare beefl 
an objeft of his tendered concern* This 
furely, if duly confidered, mud remove all 
fufpicions of his goodnefc, and deftroy the 
jealoufies even of the mod diftraftful mind* 
Behold Chrift weeping aver the impending 
fate of Jerufalem, and bemoaning the hard- 
nefs of heart of thofe who attended his 
miniftry j view him in his agony, and in 
his conflict with the powers of darknefs j 
hear him on the crofs praying for his ene- 
mies — and then fuppofe, if you are able, 
that your ruin can be pleafing to him who 
hath done £o much to prevent it. But, in 
the 

$d place, The various means which God 
employs for reclaiming men from their 
ways of folly and vice, afford another proof 
of his goodnefs, and of his tender concern 
for their welfare. He is not only the Au- t 
thor of the gracious plan of our redemption* 
but he hath likewife fet before us the moft 
powerful motives to perfuade us to em- 
brace his offered favour, and to comply 
with his defigns of mercy* Every confider- 
ation, which can be fuppofed to work, ei- 
ther 
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dier oil our hopes or our fears, is fet be- 
fore us in the mod ftriking light. The 
veil is removed from the invifible world; 
the joys of glorified faints, and the torments 
of defpairing finners, are made the fubjedfc 
of a clear revelation. How affectionately 
doth he invite men to turn unto him and 
live ? " Xorae now, and let us reafbn toge~ 
u ther 5 faith the Lord : though your fins be 
«* a$ (Scarlet, they (hall be as white as fnow ; 
* c though they be red like crimfon, they 
" fliall be white as wooL" " Wherefore do ye 
" fpend money for that which is not bread? 
* c and your labour for that which fatisfieth 
< c not? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat 
* ye that which is good, and let your (bul 
" delight itfelf in fatnefs. Incline your ear, 
" and come unto me ; hear, and your fbujl 
P {hall live." Even the threatenings of God 
are not fo much the thunderings of his ju£ 
tice, as the loud rhetoric of his mercy. He 
(hakes the rod over us, that, by a timely 
fubmiflion, we may avert the ftroke. And 
when all the methods ufed to reclaim a (in- 
ner have proved ineffectual, with what re*- 
Juftance doth he at laft execute his threaten-* 
E3 ed 
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ed vengeance ? " How fhall I give thee up, 
" Fphraim? how fhall I deliver thee, It- 
" rael ? how fhall I make thee as Admah ? 
" how {hall I fet thee asf Zeboim ? Mine 
" heart is turned within me, my repentings 
" are kindled together." Nay, after the 
fiercenefs of his anger hath confumed the 
tranfgreflbrs, what regret doth he exprefs, 
that they fhould have extorted from him 
their own punifhment ? " O that my peo^ 
" pie had hearkened unto me, and Ifrael 
" had walked in my ways !" He utters 
thefe word, as it were with as figh, lament- 
ing the folly and perverfenefs which had 
compelled him to fuch meafures of feverity 
againft them : Not that God is influenced 
by any human paflions ; but becaufe he 
could . not otherwife communicate, in a 
manner intelligible to us, the deep concern 
which he tikes in our welfare. 

Nor are thefe mere expreffions of kind- 
neis, which are unaccompanied with deeds 
to prove their fincerity, and to render them 
effectual: he hath inftituted an order of 
men to carry the glad tidings of falvatibii 
to every corner of the earth ; to befeech fin- 

ners, 
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aers, in his name, to lay afide their enmity 
to him, which can only hurt themfelves, 
and to return to that Almighty Being, who, 
though he ftands in no need of them, is 
mod fincerely willing to receive them into 
his favour, and to beftow on them everlaft- 
ing happinefs. " We are ambafTadbrs for 
" Chrift, as though God did befeech you by 
u us ; we pray you in Chrift's (lead, be ye 
" reconciled to God;" We are commanded 
to " preach the word, — to be inftant in fea- 
u fon and out of feafon, — in meeknefs in- 
" ftrudling thofe that oppofe themfelves, if 
<c God peradventure will give them repent- 
" ance to the acknowledging of the truth." 
And to excite us to be diligent and faith- 
ful in the exercife of this office, he hath at 
fured us, " that when the chief Shepherd 
" (hall appear, we lhali receive a crown of 
" glory that fadeth noc away," 

Is not this then an unanfwerable proof 
that God hath no pleafure in the death of 
finners ? What ftronger evidence of it could 
he give, than to fend to them fo many met- 
fengers, to befeech them in his name to 
turn and live ? to employ on this kind 
£ 4 * errand, 
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errand, creatures of the fame nature with 
themfelves, fubjedt to the fame paffions, 
expofed to the fame temptation's, who hare 
the advantage of familiar intercourfe with 
them, and who are always at> hand, to help, 
to comfort, and to quicken them ? Nay, 
he hath made it the duty of every man, in 
his place, to do all that he can for the con- 
verfion of others. u Exhort one anodier 
u daily," faith an Apoftte, " while it is call- 
ed to-day, left any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulnefs of fin." " Bre- 
thren," faith the Apoftle James, " if any 
" of you do err from the truth, and one 
? convert him j let him know, that he which 
f4 converteth a finner from the error of his 
a way, fhall fave a foul from death, and 
4< fhall hide a multitude of fins." Norfhali 
this labour of love pafs without a reward ; for 
" they that be wife fhall fhine as the bright- 
" nefs of the firmament, and they that turn 
" many to righteoufnefs as the ftars for 
iC ever and ever." But that nothing may 
be wanting to beget in us the firmeft per- 
fuafion of the goodnefs of God, and of his 

tender 
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tender concern for the welfare of his crea- 
tures, let it be obferved, in the 

4/J& and lajl place on this head, That he 
hath feledted fome of the mod notorious 
offenders in the different ages of the world, 
to be monuments of the riches of his grace ; 
that the chief of finners might be encou- 
raged to apply to him for pardon and eter- 
nal life ; who, without fuch examples, might 
have been ready to look on their cafe as 
defperate. How many, who were once 
funk into the lowed degeneracy, are now in 
heaven, finging that grateful triumphant 
ibng, " Unto him that loved us, and wafhed 
u us from our fins in his own blood, and 
" hath made us kings and priefts unto God 
" and his Father; to him be glory and do- 
" minion for ever and ever. Amen." There 
is Manaffeh, one who ufed enchantment 
and divination, and who deluged the ftreets 
of Jerufalem with innocent. blood. There 
is Saul, once a blafphemer and a perfecutor, 
who thus teftifies of himfelf, " For this 
*\ caufe I obtained mercy, that in me firft 
" Jefus Chrift might fhew forth all long- 
" fuffering, for a pattern to them which 

" fhould 
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" fhould hereafter believe on him to life 
" everlafting." There are fome of thofe 
Corinthians who were once the fcandal of 
their country, and the reproach of human 
nature (i Cor. vi. n.) ; but being " wafhed, 
" and tan&ified, and juftified; in the name 
" of the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of 
" our God," are now walking in white, fol- 
lowing the Lamb whitherfoever he goeth, 
and contemplating with wonder and joy 
the extent of that love " which paffeth 
" knowledge." Nay, there are fome of 
the murderers of the Lord of glory, three 
thoufand of whom were converted by the 
miniftry of Peter in one day : and now 
they are rejoicing in the prefence of that 
Jefus whom they crucified, and afcribing 
their eternal falvation to that blood which 
was fhed by their own wicked hands? In 
one word, with fuch examples as thefe the 
Scripture is replenilhed ; and God every 
jwhere appears like the father in the para- 
ble ftretching forth his arms to the prodigal 
fon, and delighting to difplay the riches 9f 

. his grace. 
^ Such then are the pofitive and diredl evi- 

v - dences 
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dences of the goodnefs of God, and of his 
tender concern for the welfare of his crea- 
tures. 1 proceed now, as was propofed, 

in the 

Second place, To examine fome of the moft 
plaufible objections which are urged againft 
the mildnefs and equity of the divine admi- 
niftration. • 

Say, then, O finner, wherein hath God 
dealt rigoroufly with you ? and what caufe 
he hath ever given you to charge him with 
feverity ? " Teftify againft him," in what 
refpedt he hath fhown himfelf an enemy to 
your happinefs ? x 

, \Jl) Is it the holinefs and perfection of his 
law that you complain of? Hath he given 
you too accurate a rule of life ? and laid too 
many reftraints upon your natural inclina- 
tions ?— This complaint is both foolilh and 
ungrateful. The law of God requires no- 
thing, but what tends to make us happy; 
nor doth it forbid any thing which would 
not be productive of our mifery. The yery 
defign of it is to defcribe and recommend 
that Eolinefs, " without which i\o man 

" fhall 
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" (hall fee the Lord :" So that the perfec- 
tion of it is no lefs a proof of the goodnefs, 
than of the wifdom of, its Author. Were 
holinefs indeed unneceflary, or! were vice 
the road to happinefs* the objedlion would 
in that cafe be juft. But as there, is an in- 
feparable connection between fin and mi^ 
fery ; and as holinefs is indifpenfably necei- 
fary, to qualify ^ us for the, enjoyment of 
God ; it mud follow, that to find fault with 
the purity of his law, is to find fault with 
it for being too much "adapted to our inte- 
reft. It is not therefore lefs abfurd, than 
if a fcholar were to blame his mailer for the 
excellence of the example which he had gU 
ven him to copy; or than if a traveller fhould 
quarrel with his guide, for dire<5tin£ him 
with too much exadtnefs in the way, 

2dly 9 Do you complain of the threaten* 
ings with which this law is enforced ? Doth 
God appear fevere, becaufe he hath faid, 
that the wicked muft either turn from his 
evil ways or die ? This complaint is furely 
as unreafonable as the former. Shall God 
be reckoned an enemy to your happinefs f 
becaufe he ufeth the moil effectual means to 
promote it ? Can he be fuppofed to defire 
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your mifery, who fb earneftly warns you of 
your danger, and who fb warmly pleads 
with you to avoid it ? Should one find you 
running towards a precipice in your fleep, 
would you blame him for flopping you, 
though perhaps he might interrupt you in 
the enjoyment of fome pleafant dream? 
Were you ready to fink in deep water, would 
you not reckon that man your friend, who 
fhould fave you from drowning, even 
though he dragged you out by the hair of 
the head ? — This is the very purpofe, or the 
friendly defign of all God's threatenings. He 
jmblifheth them> that they may never be 
executed ; he makes them terrible, that the 
terror of them may perfuade men to avoid 
them. Had God publifhed a law, and con- 
cealed the importance of it, with refpedt to 
our happinefs or mifery ; would not the 
obje&ion, in that cafe, againft his goodnefs, 
have been far more juft and rational ? — If 
his threatenings prevail with you, never 
fhall you have caufe to complain of their fe- 
verity : - and if they do not prevail, with 
what face can you allege, that the penalties 
are too high, when at the fame time, your 

own' 
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own practice confutes you, and proves, that 
they are not high enough to reftrain you 
from incurring them. But, 
* 7>dly> Perhaps your objedtion doth not lie 
fo much againft the publication of the 
threatenings, as againft the final execution 
of them. You fee their ufe to overawe 
mankind in this world ; but you think that 
it Would be cruel in God to inflict them in 
good earneft, and to punifh men eternally, 
for fins committed during the fhort period 
of their abode on earth. Now^ in anfwer 
to this, let me only a£k you, whether thofe 
threatenings would be of any ufe at all, if 
the finner knew that they would never be 
executed, or even if the execution of them 
were in the leaft degree doubtful ? He who 
can make fubjedls believe that their gover- 
nor means only to frighten them with his 
penalties, will eafily make his laws of ntf 
effect, and fet offenders loofe from every 
reftraint. The belief of the execution is 
therefore abfolutely neceflary to the efficacy 
of the law, which otderwife could only be 
an engine to work upon fools. And if it be 
neceflary in all cafes that fubjeds fhould 

believe 
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believe that the law will be executed, then 
it follows, in the prelent* cafe, that the 
threatenings of God lhall certainly be exe- 
cuted at laft. For God cannot lie, nor mate 
it the duty of mankind to believe a lie. He 
has no need of fuch bafe means to keep the 
world in order. If the penalties, as. they 
are defcribed in the law, be confident with 
the goodnefs of God, the inflidling of them 
at laft cannot in reafon be fuftamed as an 

objection againft it. Say then, O finner, 

what farther haft thou to allege agaii^ft 
God ? The appeal is made to you in the 
text, and a challenge given to you to bring 
forth all your objections againft his laws 
and government. — Do you blame him, in 
the 

qth place, For the temptations you meet 
with in the world, and thofe circumftances 
of danger with which you are furrounded ? 
Let us confider a little the juftice of this 
complaint. The ftrongeft temptations, you 
muft allow, have no compullive efficacy ; 
all that they can do, is to folicit and entice 
us : And are there not addrefTed to us far 
more weighty arguments and folicitations 

to 
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to forfake fin, and to walk in the paths ot 
wifdom ? If we cannot refill the devil and 
the flefti, how can we refufe what God de- 
mands, who pleadeth with us by infinitely 
ftronger motives than they can prefent: to 
us? for he fets before us the endlefs joys, 
or the endlefs torments, of a future ftate of 
exiftence. Doth not the undefiled inheri- 
tance of the faints in light, infinitely tran- 
scend all that earth! or ienfe ca,n promife us? 
and yet lhall we pretend to juftify our- 
felves, when, contrary to all reafbn, wc 
prefer the pleafures of fin, which are but 
for a moment, to the eternal happinefs and 

glory of the world to come ? Once more, 

in the 

$th place, Do you objeft that you can- 
not reclaim or convert yourfelves \ that 
man can do nothing towards his converfion, 
unlefs he fliall receive power from on high ? 
that therefore you are ; excufable until God 
lhall impart his afliftance ? and that if you 
perifh, it is not your fault ?« 

My brethren, we muft not fpeak falfely 
even for God; nor fupprefs or difguife 
die do&rines of his word, however they 

may 
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Ifaay be abufed by carnal and obftinate fit*- 
toers. " •. 

% It is true* that man, iia his natural ftate* 
tannot do any thing that is fpiritually 
good : for u they that Are in the fle£h can- 
M not pleaie God." Jt is equally true, that 
God is a debtor to no man, but is the Free 
■difpofer of his own grace, giving it when 
trod to wbomfoever he pleafeth. But it is 
tko lefs true, that there are certain means of 
his appointment * in the ufe of which alone 
we have realbn to expedl his aid j and he 
Who doth not improve thefe faithfully, 
«wfrpiain* with a very bad grace, at leaft, 
aiid is jufUy chargeable with his own dam* 
nation. 

* You cannot convert yourselves j— but can- 
not you forbear to curfe and Wafpheme the 
name of God ? Cannot you reftrain your- 
felves when your nature is duly refrefhed 
with meat and drink ? Cannot you keep at 
& diftance from- evil company, and airoid 
many occafions of finning, and temptations 
to fin? It is certainly in your power to 
perform many of the external adls of reli- 
gious worfhip. You can go to church, if 
Vox. HI. F you 
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you are fo difpofed, as eafily as you can flay 
at home, or ride abroad for your amufement. 
You caa go to your clofet as eafily as to the 
tavern. What hinders you to read your 
Bible, as well as any other book ? to medi- 
tate on what it contains, and on its vaft irpr- 
portan^e to your everlafting intereft ? 

Have you then done thefe things, or have 
you not done them? Have you avoided 
the tempting occafions of evil ?. Have you 
ufed the means of grace* and attended fen* 
oufly upon the ordinances of God's worfhip? 

If you have negledted to employ the 

powers you poffefs, whom can you blame 
for it, that you have not obtained more ex- 
tenfive powers ? God will make you one 
day to know, that it was not he who carried 
you to the haunts of riot, intemperance, 
and lewdnefs ; that it was not he who 
tenjpted you to fwear profanely* or to rail 
at goodnefs, or to quarrel with the Word 
that ihould have faved you j but that all 
this was owing to the voluntary and obfti- 
nate wickednefs of your own corrupt hearts. 
And, whatever excufes finners may now 
feign to themfelves, they muft all ftand 
fpeechlefs at laft. None {hall be able to 

plead, 
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plead, c Lord, I applied to thee for con- 
c verting grace, but it was refufed me.' 
No, God will be clear when he judgeth ; 
and every mouth fhall be flopped in that 
day when lie pafleth fentence on an affem- 
bled world. 
- . Thus have I examined and endeavoured 
, to refute fome of the inoft plaufible objec- 
tions which are commonly alleged againft 
the mildnefs and equity of the divine admi- 
niflration ; and from all that Las been laid, 
I hope it now appears, that nothing can be 
more unreasonable or blaffhemouSj than to 
lay the blame of the finner's definition 
,. upon God. " The foolifhnefs of man" 
{kith Solomon, " perverteth , his way ; and 
" his heart fretteth againft tlie Lord/ (Prov. 
xix. 3.) This is the true account of the 
matter. The (inner deftroys himfelf by his 
own wilful and obftinate folly, and then he 
f accufes God, as if he were the, caufe of his 
mifery ; although God hath done every thing 
to fave him, which could have been done by 
the righteous Lawgiver and Governor of the 
world. 

The lying lips fhali ere long be put to fi.< 
Fa ' iencci 
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lence. The workers of iniquity fhall flancT 
felf-condemried before the awful tribunal ; 
and all their vain and impious pretexts and 
excufes, inftead of availing them in that 
day, will only ferve to increafe their fhame 
and confufion. With what inconceivable 
remorfe and anguifti will the finner then re- 
view hre paft condu<Et? How contemptible 
will thofe temptations then appear to him, 
which he once magnified fo much, when he 
fliall compare them with the powerful mo- 
tives and encouragements to a holy life,, 
which were in vain fb often and fo plainly 
fet before him ? When he fhall recolletSl the 
various means and inilruments which were 
employed to fave him from ruin j the full 
and the free ofFera which were made to him* 
of pardoning ' mercy, and of fandiifying . 
grace ; the earned calls and invitations which: 
he received to turn from his evil way, and 
five : When he fhall view that precious* 
fountain, in which thoufands, as guilty as 
himfelf, have been waflied and made clean j 
and fliall refledt that all thefe advantages are 
for ever loft ; — how fhall he then hang down 
his head, and finite his guilty and defpair- 

ing 
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lag breaft ? faying in the bitternefs of hia. 
foul, 4i How have 1 hated v inftru&k)n, and 
" my heart defpifed reproof I and have not 
" obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor in- 
4C clined mine car to them that inftrucled 
« me?" {Prov.\. 12, 13.) Then lhall all 
his complaints be turned againft himfelf ; 
&nd, inftead of , retting on his wonted ex- 
cufes,. he fhali then call, but call in vain, 
u an the mountains and on *he rocks to fall 
**• on him, and t04 hide him from the face of 
" Him, who fi$t$th on the throne, and from 
** the wrath of the Lamb." O that men 
iWSffe wi&> ^nd would confider thefe thing?, 
{q as to prevent, by a timely repentance, 
the horrors of that awful day which is haf- 
teni»g faft to furprife a fleeping world. 

My brethren* I have reprefented your 
danger to you as plainly as I could. I have 
endeavoured to expofe the weaknefs of thofe 
pitiful evafions by which many of you en- 
deavour to fupport a vain hope, or at lead to 
leffen the awful apprehenfions of a judge- 
ment to come. I have ipoken to your ears : 
God alone can fpeak to your hearts ; and to 
his mercy and grace I commend you. — Al- 
F 3 low 
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low me, before I conclude, to beg your at- 
tention to the following confiderations. 

Confideiy that to be your own deftroyer§ 
is to counteract the very ftrongeft principle 
of your natures, the principle of felf-prefer- 
vatipn. Every qreatufe naturally defireth 
ita own felicity; and 'will you obftinately 
rufh upon manifeft ruin,; through all tlje 
,o"bftacles that are placed in your way ? AC- 
fiftants you may fitid in accomplifliing ( this 
defperate purpofe: but without your own 
cofafent and adlive concurrence, it never can 
be accomplished, even though the wfcole 
world, and' all the hoft of'apoftate fpirits, 
were combined againft you. Will yoti* be 
worfe than devils to yourfelves ? What pity 
can you expedt to meet with ^ who have no 
pity for your own fouls ? - The • unfortunate 
are objeds of compafTioii ; but wilful felf- 
deftroyers, neither deierve compaflion, nor 
can expe<5t it. Confider what an aggra- 
vation this will be of your mifery in a fu- 
ture (late I How terrible will it be tp recoi- 
led, in the regions of everlafting wo, that 
ye have brotight all your ihifery on your- 
felves ? that you, were forewarned, repeat- 

; T edly 
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i t 

^edly and awfully forewarned, of the fatal 
iffue of your conduct, but without effect? 
that Chrifl and etefr&al falvation were freely 
offered to you, but were contemptuoufly 
defpifed and fet at nought ? Thefe confide- 
rations will add a continual . fuel to the 
tormenting flames, and will make them 
* burn -faith iirfuflferable violence; O then 
be wife in time : " Seek the Lord while he 
"may be fpund, and tall upon him while Jbe 
*'' isrrfejiiv- Let the wicked forfake his way, 
u -and- the unrighteous ' man his thoughts, 
" and let him return unto the Lord, and he 
•* ; wrll have mercy upon him, and to bur 

u God, for he will abundantly 'pardon." 

To conclude: Ponder the wholefome advice 
recorded in Prov. viii. 33. — 36. u Hear in- 
" ftrudtion, and be wife, and refufe it not. 
w Bleffed is' the min that heareth me, watch- 
■** ing daily at my gates, waiting at the polls 
" of my doors. For whofo findeth rtie, find- 
<c eth life, and fliall obtain favour of the- 
** Lord. But he that finneth againft me, , 
" wronged hisi 9wn* foul. 'All they that 
** hate me, We death. " Amen. \ ; 
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' \ 

|Gaj,atians yi. 4, 1 ' '- 

Let every man prove bis "own wot;k. 

BEfore I enter upon the fubje& of this 
text, it may not be improper. tc> .men- 
tion fpme of the reafons which h^ve ltd me 
\o it at this time *. 

iy?, A3 many, who call themfelves Chri-* 
ftians, difcover fo little of Christianity in 
their lives, that we are often at $ lofs to re- 
concile their conduct with their profeflions j 
\ thought it might be of ufe to thofe who 
jure in any degree diftinguifhed by their re-? 
Ugious condudt, if I could lead, them into, 
fuch a Scrutiny of themfelves as this text 
1 fuggefts to us ; or perfuade them to inquire, 
whether their works, which are apparently 
goody arq fuch as will abide the teft : whe-r 
$her they prqcqed froufi.. the Spirit of God^ 

or 

t Preached on the evening of a eommunion-fabbath* 
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0$ fto*» the fpirit of the world : whether 
they are animated by a * c fimplicity and 
* 6 godly fincerity*" or by the unhallowed 
principles* of felf4ove, and the defire of x$* 
commending thepafelvea to the efteem of 
jnen. i 

2^/y^It is evident from Scripture, that a 
pian may go far in the outward perfor- 
jnance of his duty,* and yet be a&uated by 
ftich motives as afford hig* greater caufc 
pf grief and of fliame than of that rejoicing 
which is mentioned in the. claufe following 
pay text. I read in the preceding verfe, 
that it is poffible for a c * man to think him- 
* c felf to be fomething. when he is Bathing." 
J find in fact that the J^odiceans imagined 
themfelves to be u rich, and increafed with 
# goqds, and having need of nothing," ' 
when, in truth, they wer£ " wretched^ and 
" miferablg , and poor, and blind, and . na~ 
< c ked" And there are tpo man£ reafonsi 
to fijfpe<5l, that, like thofe, multitudes of this 
prcfent generation are " pure in their own 
u eyes, and yet are not wafbed from their 
tf filthinefsj" have a * 4 name that they live," 
while u they are dead;" and have " the 
\ \ • " praife 
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** praile of men," While " their hearts are 
" riot right with God." • 

3dfy 9 I forfefee the time when thoufands 
ihall wifh that they had followed the A* 
poftle's advice in my text. "Yet a little 
4C while, and he that {hall come will come* 
w and wiH riot tarry."—" The Lord him- 
44 felf . fhail defcend from heaven with a 
" ihout* with the; voice of the archangel, 
'* c and the trump of Godj N to judge the 
** "world in righteoufnefs. In that day 
u many fhall fay to him, Lord, Lord, did 
i<4 we not eat and drink in thy prefenc^ 
** have we not pfophefied in thy name, 
" and in thy name! done many wonderful 
*' works?" But when they receive that 
awful reply, " Depart from me, I know 
". you -not' whence ye are," with what in- 
conceivable anguifli will they then cry out, 
Oh ! that we had tried and proved thofe 
fpecious works in which we trufted. — We 
thought them good and acceptable to God ; 
alas -1 too late, we find our unhappy miftake.- 
The time was, when this difcovery might 
have profited us : bxit now the doom is 
paffed ; our ftate is fixed ; an4 nothing re- 
j^akvs for us but a* fruitless remorfe, and 

the 
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the galling* remembrance of our former floth 
and fecurity.— And, 

Lqfifyj- When I confidered that I was- to 
fpeak to communicants, who have this day 
fealed either their. friendlhip or their eiimlty 
with Chrift at his own table,- it determined 
me' to addfefs to you a prefling and earneft 
call to prove this part of your work in par- 
ticular ; that iuch as have been properly 
employed in this holy fervice^ may, after 
trial of themfelves, lay hold ;of the com- 
forts which belong to them ; and that others 
may receive fuch a view of their* guilt and 
of their danger, as, by the grace of God, 
fliall conftrain them, to have immediate re- 
courfe to that injured, <but companionate Sa- 
viour, whofe blood, inftead of crying for 
vengeance, pleads for mercy to the chief of 
finners. On all thefe accounts let me in- 
tfeat, not only the hearing of your ears, but 
the attention of your minds, whilft I endea- 
vour, through divine aid, 

iy?, To explain the full meaning or im- 
port of the Apoftle's exhortation — ~" Let 
" every man prove his own work." 

zdlyi To give you fome directions with re- 
gard 
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gar4 %o the oaariper of condu&ing the in- 
quiry to which the exhortation relates, and 
then to point out to you the practical im- 
provement of the fubjedl. -*~ I begin with 
the exhortation itfelf,/ 4 Let every man prove 
*? his own wort:." 

There is a particular emphafis in thefe 
wosrda* which mud not be overlooked. It 
is his own work that a man muft prove. 
We are fufficiently ready, to examine, and 
to pafii fentence upon the works of others. 
We are often abroad; but are feldom at 
home, where our chief bufiaefs lies. Like 
fome travellers, who .are well acquainted 
Wh foreign countries, but fhamefully ig- 
liprant o£ their, qwnj we know more of 
#&era than we are willing to know of our- 
selves | a»4 perfuade ourfelves, that the 
ftudy of our own hearts is a dull and me* 
Jancholy bufinefs, which may incite within 
us many uneafy thoughts, and can give us 
no pleafure at all. 
i Alas ! , how low are we funk by our apo- 
ftafy from <5odT and with what little and 
falfe confolations may a degenerate mind 
be loathed £ Infiead of looking inwards for 

pofitive 
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pofitiye evidence of our favour with God, 
we learn to regulate our judgement of out** 
felves, by what we perceive in the characSters 
of other men. If the image of the tlevil 
is toore vifibly formed x>n others than or* 
purfelves, we have Httk anxiety to difcovcr 
the image of God upon out own hearts. 
iThe bulk of men think it enough to know 
that fome of their brethren are worfe than 
they are, as if their chara&ers would rife,' 
in proportion as the characters of <%hers 
ate debafed,-^We muft Telitiquifh this felfe 
tfcle of judging, if we would either center 
into the fpirit of the exhortation in the text, 
or would not be fatally difappointed at laft* 
We muft learn to rejoice in ourielves, and 
Hot in others ; and We muft call iA our 
thoughts from the ftate of other men, and 
u prove every man his own work."— - 
" Every man" faith the Apoftle,- " ftiall 
" i>ear x his own burden." Each of us fhatt 
give an account of his own condu €t to God, 
and lhall be judged according to his own 
perfohal behaviour, without Tegard to any 
comparative goodnefi or attainments whicl* 
may belong to him* 

But 



86 SERMON IV* 

But here, perhaps, fome may afk the 
" queftion, To what works do you refer ? If 
they are works of a doubtful nature, we 
acknowledge that they bught to be tried, 
and that thofe are highly, to blame who 
negieft to try them. But are there not. 
other works, fo eminently good and excel- 
lent in themfelves, that the perfon who 
doth them, may conclude, without hefita- 
tion, that they are' certainly pleafing and 
acceptable to God ? This, my brethren, is 
a rock upon which thoufands have made 
ihipwreck. It would make one fad to 
think what multitudes will be furprifed 
with the everlafting burnings, who, in con- 
fequence of this very opinion, flatter them- 
felves, while they live, with the hopes of 
heaven. You mull therefore allow me to 
retort the queftion, and to afk, What are 
thofe works which are fo eminently good 
and excellent, that there is no need to 
prove them ? or rather, Are there any duties 
of an external nature, which an hypocrite 
cannot perform as well as you ? Do you 
frequent the church, and attend upon the 
preaching of the word ? So did the impeni- 
tent 
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nitent Jews in the days of the Prophet 
Ezekiel, with as much decency* perhaps, 
and apparent devotion, as are feen in you. 
For thus faid the Lord, unto that Prophet, 
" They come unto thee as the jpeople co~ 
" meth, and they fit before thee as my peo- 
" pie, and they hear thy words, but they 
" will not do them : for with their mouth 
u they Ihew much love, but their heart 
" goeth after their covetoufnefs." Are you 
ftridl obfervers of the Sabbath? We read 
of fome who perfecuted our Saviour for 
working a miracle of mercy on the fabbath- 
day : and furely you pretend not to a greater 
degree of ftridlnefs than this. Do you 
pray? So did the Pharifees; they made 
long prayers, and they prayed with a 
loud voice. Do you faft before the obfer- 
vation of the Lord's Supper ? The Phari- 
fees did more : They failed twice in the 
week. Do you partake of that holy facra- 
ment ? Many think that Judas did fo too : 
wc know at leaft that he was prefent at the 
paffover, which was alfo a folemn rite of 
religion: And therefore no certain conclu- 

ftoa 
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fion can be drawn from the outward rtfef * 
cifes of- religious worfhip* 

Where then fliall we go next ? Will we 
judge with more certainty from the duties 
of the fecond table of the law of God ? 

Here, my brethren, the matter may be 
brought to a very ihort iffue. We read of 
a young man who profefled, in the prefence 
of our Lprd, that he had kept all thefe com- 
mandments from his youth :-— and. yet wp 
learn from the ftquel of his ftory, that he 
preferred the poffeflions of this earth to the 
enjoyment of God ; for he refufed to fell his 
lands for the relief of the poor, although 
our Saviour had allured him of treafure in 
heaven. — But you have perhaps to fay for 4 
yourfelves, that you are charitable and kind 
to the poor ; and afk if this is not a duty 
applauded in Scripture ? I confefs it is much 
applauded. But were not the proud and hy- 
pocritical Pharifees alfo charitable ? They 
gave alms : and more liberal alms than mofl 
of us } otherwife, I fuppofe, they would 
have founded the trumpet as little as we do* 
■ — We may therefore conclude, that none of 
all thefe outward deeds are fufficient, by 

themfelves,! 
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themfelves, to diftiriguifh us from the hypo- ' 
trite : But the queflidn will return, May 
we not join all thefe works together ? and irk 
that cafe* may we not draw from them a 
certain conclufion ? 

My brethren, If I were now fpeaking of 
the judgement # which others ought td form 
of your characters, froiii what they fee in 
your acElions, I would certainly fay, that 
thofe favourable appearances ought to per- 
fuade them that you are real Chriftians; 
But as I fpeak of the eftimate which you 
are to make ydurfelves, I iriuft tell you, 
that all this fair fhow may certainly conGffc 
with a heart that is not u found in God's 
*' ftatutes," For Amaziah, the king of Ju- 
dah, was not far Ihdrt of this, df whom we 
read (2 Chron. xxv, 2.)* that he " did that 
** which was right in the fight of the Lord j" 
** but (obferve what follows, he did it) 
u not with a perfedt heart*" What a pro* 
mifing appearance was here blafted ! Ama-^ 
ziah gave God every thing but his heart; 
the very thing which God valued, and 
without which all that he could give befides 
Was infignificant. Does not this fhake the 

Vol. Ill* G * foundation 
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f* ->' :.\ Jation of your confidence, and make 
you, like one newly awakened out of a flat- 
tering dream, fummon up all your atten- 
tion to fee whether you are in the unhappy 
fituation of Amaziah, or are really in the 
circuniftances in which your own fancy 
hath reprefented you ? This, my brethren, 
is the very thing which I have been aiming 
at. I fcrefee the day, when many who 
were fomething in their own eyes, and mill- 
ed in themfelves that they were righteous, 
will prefent their fpecious roll of outward 
duties to the heart-fearching Judge^ faying, 
Lo ! this is the life which we fpent in the 
flefh ; who will not be able to add, This life 
was " by the faith of the Son of God." lyie- 
thinks I hear the Judge fay to them, Thefe 
are indeed the duties which I enjoined j but 
where is the fpirit which fhould have ani- 
mated them ? Thefe are the facrifices which 
I appointed j but the ftrange fire with which 
you offered them, can find no acceptance 
here. Ye have not ferved me, but your- 
felves. " I never knew you." And there- 
fore ye can receive no reward. 

What 
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What hath been faid may be fufficient to 
explain the Apoftle's exhortation ; and to 
fhow both the reafonablenefs and the nece£* 
fity of proving even our beft works. I pro- 
ceed now, 

Secondly^ To give you fome diredtions 
with regard to the manner of conducting 
this important inquiry. 

Now, before a man can be qualified for 
proving his own works, two things are in- 
difpenfably neceflary. The 

ift is, That he fhould be well acquainted 
with the holy Scriptures 2 for it is by the 
Scriptures alone that we know with certain* 
ty what is good and acceptable to God. 
u Wherewith fhall a young man cleanfe his 
" v?ay ?" faid David. The anfwer is, " By 
" taking heed thereto according to thy 
iC word/* Scripture is that unerring rule 
which points out to us the road of duty, 
and which difcovers to us the flraightnefs or 
the crookednefs of our own paths, A con- 
fiderable degree of acquaintance with it, is 
therefore abfolutely neceflary to enable us 
" to prove" and to judge of our own works. 
But, 

G 2 adfy, 
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adfy 9 It is alfo requifite, that we fhoulcf? 
be conftant and diligent obfervers of what 
pafleth in our own hearts; for "out of die 
a heart are the iffues of life;" The heart is 
the fountain from which all our actions 
flow,- and from which alone they can be 
truly denominated either good or bad. I 
obferved formerly, that there is no out- 
ward duty which a hypocrite may not coun- 
terfeit : And we have a remarkable example 
(2 Kings x.) of the fame a&ion being good 
in one man, and bad in -another, from the 
different difpofitions with which it was per- 
formed. We find two men riding in the 
feme chariot, and both of them engaged m 
the fame expedition, Jehu and Jonadab* 
But though the work they were executing wa» 
the fame, the different ends which they 
aimed at, made that which was an excellent 
duty in Jonadab, an a<fl of mere cruelty*, 
and of vile hypocrify in Jfehu. Jehu was 1 
impelled, not by zeal for the Lord, but by 
ambition to wear a crown. We muft 
therefore retire into our own breads, and 
carefully obferve the various operations of 
our minds. We muft confider the motives^ 

that* 
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tfhat influence our conduct ; the ends we 
propofe in our adlions ; and the temper and 
irame of Ipirit with which every duty is 
performed. For in vain do we know the 
arule, unlefs we alfo know the thing to 
which it muft be applied ; in vain do we 
read and ftudy the Scriptures, ,unlefs we 
likewife read and. ftudy our own hearts. 
The duty I am recommending, confifts in 
^comparing them together, that we may dis- 
cover how far they agree, and wherein they 
differ. This is indeed a work of great dif- 
ficulty ; but, though difficult, it is not im- 
practicable. He who gave the command, 
will likewife grant his affiftance to thote 
who, in a humble dependence on his grace, 
apply themfelves heartily to this neceflary 
iduty. Let it then be your 

Firft care, to get your minds thoroughly 
awakened when you enter upon this wort 
Never was time put to a higher improve- 
ment : never were . thoughts {pent upon a 
more important bufinefs. Compared with 
this, the trial of men for their lives at a hit- 
man bar is a mere trifle; for here nothing 
Jefs than $n eternal intereft depends on the 
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ifTue. Summon up all the powers of your 
fouls, bring your thoughts to the fubjedt as 
intenfely as you can, let your minds be di- 
vefted of every other care ; and above alt — 
O be honeft with yourfelves, and refolve to 
pafs an impartial fentence, as the evidence 
fhall appear, whether it fhould be in your 
favour, or againft yom Remember that 
your great Judge knows the truth of your 
condition, and that therefore you can gain 
nothing by hiding it from yourfelves. 

When your hearts are once ferioufly en- 
gaged, then fall down before God, and plead 
the affiftance of his good Spirit, to enlightea 
and diredt you in the knowledge of your* 
felves ; to keep you from miftakes, both on 
the one hand and on the other ; and to guide 
you to a juft and an affedling view of your 
true condition. 

Having thus prepared yourfelves by me- 
ditation and prayer, proceed immediately 
to the inquiry itfelf, before your hearts be* 
gin to cool, or the impreflions of the divine 
prefence are effaced. Set the word of God 
before you as the rule, and then put the 
cjueftion, Dp my aftions and difpofitions 

correfpond 
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correfpond to this rule, or are they incon- 
fiftent with it ? Take your adlions, and the 
fources of them, one by one, and bring 
them to this ftandard ; fuffer not your 
hearts, in any cafe, to ftart afide, till they 
have given an explicit anfwer : lay the com- 
mand of God upon them, and charge them 
to obey upon pain of his wrath. 

When, by thefe means, you have difco- 
vered the truth, then pais the fentence on 
yourfelves, and labour to have your hearts 
properly affeded with it. Do not think it 
enough to have difcerned your true condi- 
tion, but endeavour to feel what God hath 
made you to know. If you find, that you 
have been all along formal and hypocritical 
in your obedience ; that inftead of ferving 
God, you have been ferving yourfelves ; that 
inftead of feeking his approbation, you have 
been courting the applaufe of men j that in- 
ftead of fowing to the Spirit, you have been 
fowing to the flefih j O lay this convidtion 
home to your hearts. Think what a dread- 
ful ftate you are in ; unpardoned, unfandti- 
fied, and, if death fhould now furprife you, 
ruined for ever. 

G 4 But* 
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But, whilft you thus endeavour to knovr 
the very worft of your condition, beware, at 
the fame time, of giving way to gloomy and 
defponding thoughts. Let none of you fay f 
" Becaufe I am ungodly, I {hall die fo ; be T 
* c caufe I am an hypocrite, I fhall continue 
*' fo ;" for fuch defpondence is no lefs un- 
warranted than your former prefumption. 
You have another work to do, which is to 
flee fpeedily to Chrift, and to break off your 
hypocrify and wickednefs by repentance. 
If you find that you have been hitherto out 
of the way, dp not fit down and defpair, 
but make the more hade to turn into it. 
Chrift is ftill in your offer, and you cannot 
be more willing to receive him, than he is 
to accept of you. 

But, on the other hand, if you find reafoi^ 
to conclude, after a ftridi and impartial ex- 
amination, that you have been fincere in 
the practice of your duty, that your inward 
difpofitions have correfponded to your out- 
ward adlions, and that both have been ac^ 
pording to the rule of Scripture, take the 
pomfort of fo happy a difcovery. This is a 
good evidence that you are fanftified and 

renewed 
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renewed by the Spirit of God : This is a 
proof that you are united to Chrift, who is 
" the true vine :" for none but thofe who 
are united to him, can bring forth fuch 
good fruit. Confider into what a bleffed 
ftate the Lord hath brought you ; to be his 
children and his friends; to be pardoned 
and fandlified, and fure of being iaved. 
What more can you defire ? Doth not the 
afliirance of fuch a bleifed condition deferve 
all the labour and pains which the inquiry 
can coft you ? One caution, however, I muft 
give you. Do not truft fo miich to one dis- 
covery of this kind, as to give up all further 
trial. No. — -" To prove your own works/' 
.muft be your daily employment. Renew 
the inquiry often ; make frequent proof of 
yourfeives ; compare the refult of your ob- 
servations at different times, and let them 
ferve to redlify one another. 

Thus, my brethren, I have given you 
the beft diredioris which I could think of^ 
with regard to the method of conducting this 
important inquiry. And here it might be 
proper to fubjoin fome of thofe Scriptural 
marks or charaders by which " every man 

" ought 
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" ought to prove his own works." But 
this would lead me beyond the limits of 
one difcourfe. I mean therefore at prefent 
to confine myfelf to the circumftances or 
marks by which you ought to try the im-> 
portant duty in which you have been this 
day employed. 

Allow me then, in the conclufion of this 
folemn fervice, to put a few plain, but ne- 
ceflary queftions to you, and to call on you 
to anfwer them, as you hope to fpeed af the 
bar of God's judgement. 

\Ji y By what motives were yon determined 
to come here this day ? Was it by a fenfe of 
duty, and in obedience to the command of 
a crucified Saviour I Was it from a mind; 
" hungering and thirfting" after Chrift and 
his righteoufnefs ? Or was it only in com- 
pliance with the cuftom of the country, and 
from a defire of appearing religious in the 
eyes of men ? Would to God there were lefs 
caufe than there is for this queftion, grofa 
and reproachful as it may appear ! 

idly^ What pains were you at in prepa- 
ring yourfelves for this near approach to 
God ? Were you careful to ftir up in your- 
felves 
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felves thofe holy and humble difpofitions. 
which conftitute " the wedding garment* 1 
of thofe who are bidden to the feaft ? Or; 
have you, without any previous examina- 
tion, or any regard to the awful fence 
which furrounds this table, fearlefsly taken 
your feat among faithful difciples, without 
afking the Matter's welcome, or dreading 
his difpleafure ? 

3^/Zy, What benefit did you propofe to 
reap from your attendance upon this folemn 
ordinance ? Did you only wifh to pacify 
your natural confcience, by doing what 
you apprehended to be an acceptable duty ? 
Or did you mean to offer an outward* com- 
pliment to the Almighty, in order to in- 
duce him to pardon what is paft, that you 
might fin, as it were, on a new fcore ? Or, 
on the other hand, did you come here in 
the hope of meeting him whom your fouls 
love, to take upon you " his yoke which is 
" eafy, and his burden which is light ?" — to 
implore, over the pledges of your Saviour's 
love, his mercy to pardon, his Spirit to 
fancStify, and his grace to ftrengthen you? 
Did you come, that this holy fervice migty 

have 
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have fome influence to aflift you in crucify- 
ing " the old man with his deeds," and to 
confirm the image of God on your fouls? — 
Once more, 

4tbiy 9 How were you employed while 
you fat at this holy table ? Did you feek the 
Lord with your whole hearts ? Did your 
iC fouls follow hard after him ?" And if 
any vain intruding thought arofe wkhia 
you* did you inftantly check it with ab- 
horrence, and renew your repentance for 
that mixture of infirmity in your holy # fer- 
vice ? When you heard thefe affedting 
words, " This is my body broken for you, 
44 this is my blood Ihed for the remiffion 
44 of your fins," were your hearts wrung 
with grief for the fias which were the 
caufe of the Redeemer's fufferings ? Did 
you give yourfelves entirely up to him 
who gave himfelf for you an offering and 
a facrifice to God ? Did you accept of him 
as your only peace-maker with the Father, 
and refolve to build all your hopes of hapr 
pinefs upon the merits • of his fufferings and 
obedience ? Did you renounce all his ene- 
mies, and devote yourfelves entirely to his 

fervice, 
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fervice, to be governed by his laws, as your 
only Lord and King ? 

Finally , Was all this done from a deli- 
berate and confirmed chqice, and not from; 
a mere tranfient flafh of devotion ? Then, 
indeed, you have been well employed ; and 
we defire to give glory to God on your ac- 
count. , 

But if, on the contrary, your hearts have 
been cold and infenfible, and your thoughts 
have been wandering without controul, 
upon the mountains of vanity ; if you have 
felt no grief for fin, no love to the Re- 
deemer, or only fuch a grief and love as a 
moving tale might have occafioned ; if what 
you have felt hath not led -you to bind 
yourfelves irrevocably to the fervice of that 
Redeemer who encountered the wrath of 
God for you — this was not to eat the 
Lord's Supper. Alas ! my heart bleeds for 
you* Ye have been mocking him who 
declared that he will not be mocked with 
impunity ; and who, unlefs you repent, will 
Certainly convince you of this in another 
world. 

Theft are all the queflions which I {hall 

put 
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put to you at this time ; and in whatevef 
way you may find reafon to anfwer them, 
the inquiry mult turn out to your advan- 
tage. If, upon fearch, you difcover the un- 
foundnefs of your hearts, even in that very 
fad difcovery, you have the greateft advan- 
tage for fjilvation that, you have ever had 
in the cdurfe pf your lives. For now* 
your vairi confidence being overthrown, 
you lie open to a deep and effe&ual con- 
vi&ion, which i§ the mercy introdudlive 
of all other mercies to your fouls. Your 
chief danger lies in judging too favourably, 
or in judging falfely, of yourfelves. But if 
you do fo, how feverely will you iuffer for ' 
the fhort-lived deceit, when God fliall him- 
felf prove your works, or when he fliall fay 
to you, as he faid to the caroufing king, 
€< Thou art weighed in the balances, and art *" 
" found wanting !" How confounded will 
you be if this fentence fliall be pronounced ? 
and how paffionately will you then wiflx 
for fuch an opportunity of " proving your 
w own works'* as you now enjoy ? 

But if, on the other hand, you can, up- 
on good grounds, conclude, that notwith- 

ftanding 
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Handing many imperfections in your holy 
fervice, you have been fincere and upright 
on the whole, how great .may your com- 
fort be ? For God will not caft off the up- 
right man. That which is the terror of the 
wicked will be your joy. As the fon of a 
king rejoiceth in his father's power and 
magnificence, fo may you rejoice in thofe 
difplays of the divine Majefty, which fcare 
a 1 guilty world. How comfortable will the 
thoughts of a Saviour be, when you can 
fay, " My beloved is mine j" when by faith 
you can, like Thomas, " put your hand into 
<c his fide, and your finger into the print of 
<c the nails, and fay unto him, My Lord, 
w and my God ?" With what joy will you 
read the holy Scriptures, as the charter of 
your future inheritance, and ponder that 
4< exceeding and eternal weight of glory ," 
which you fhall one day poffefs ? With 
what holy boldnefs may you approach the 
throne of Grace, when you can addrefs God 
as your reconciled Father in Jefus Chrift ? 
How cheerfully may you endure affliction ? 
How calmly may you leave this world ? 
If then any of thefe comforts are dear to 

you j 
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you ; if you would enjoy them in a found 
date, or would have a clear and lively im- 
preffion of them, let me befeech you to 
comply with the Apoftle's exhortation, and 
to " prove your own works." So fhall ye 
have your rejoicing in yourfelves, and never 
be afhamed. Amen. 
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James iv. 17; 

Therefore, to him that knoweth to do good, and 
docth it not, to bim it is Jin. 

THE unfruitful lives of profefling Chri- 
ftian8 is a very general and a juft: 
complaint. But few of thofe who retail this 
complaint, arc heartily inclined to rtmove 
the caufe of it. We are inelancholy exam- 
ples of that which we pretend to lament £ 
and we ceafe not to ftrengthen the inte* 
refts of a party which we condemn. Da- 
vid, when he was treating with Araunah 
the Jebufite, for the purchafe of his threfh- 
ing floor, in order to rear an altar to God, 
refufed to Accept of it without a price, be-* 
caufe he torould not " ofrei Lurnt offerings 
" unto the Lord his God, of that which 
u coft him nothing^' But, alas ! our gene** 
Vol. III. H ral 



4 



i©6 SERMON V. 

ral conteft feems rather to be, who fhall be 
moft penurious in his offerings to God, and 
who fhall purchafe heaven with the eafieft 
fervice. Many have unhappily deceived 
themfelves into an opinion, that nothing 
but pofitive ads of rebellion will fubjedt 
them to punifhment. They place much 
confidence in what is called a harmlefs in- 
offenfive life, as if it Were virtue enough 
not to be abandoned to vice. They feem 
to aim at nothing higher, than that of 
which the Pharifee made his boaft, when he 
gave thanks to God that he was not as other 
men, nor even as the humble publican. But* 
in the paffage which I have now read to 
you, the Apoflle diredts us to a much fafer 
teft of our conduct ; a tell which leaves us 
Ho room fof miftake. The queftion is not, 
What vices have you forborne ? but, What 
virtues have you pra<5Hfed ? You fay that you 
are not idolaters.— ^-Well,— but do you reve- 
rence and love the true God ? You are not 
adulterers; — but do you ftudy temperance 
and fobriety in all things ? You are not 
flanderers ; — but are you as tender of your 
neighbour's good name as of your own ? 

If 
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If ye are ftrangers to thefe pofitive virtues, 
then all the advantage ye can pretend to is 
this ; ye are finners of a lower order, than if 
ye had added pofitive tranfgreffions to your 
negledt of doing good : but flill you are 
finners; for, according to the Apoftle, not 
to do good is fin. 

This text evidently contains the two fol- 
lowing propofitions : 

ift 9 That men fin, not only when they 
pofitively tranlgrefs the law of God ; but al- 
fo, when they do not fulfil the duties which 
the law requires to the utmoft of their power. 
And, 

adly^ That our guilt is more highly ag- 
gravated, when we negledl the duties which 
are known to us j or when we decline op- 
portunities of doing good, though we know 
that it is our duty to embrace them. 

Thefe propofitions I will endeavour to il- 
luftrate and confirm; and will then conclude 
with a pradtical improvement of the fubje<5U 

Firft, I begin with fhowing you that men 
fin, not only when they pofitively trant 
grefr the law of God ; but alfo, when they 

H2 do 
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do not fulfil the duties which the law re- 
quires, to the utmofi of their power. 

Were we to look upon God as an auftere 
and felfifh Being, who employed his laws- 
only as a fence about his own private inte- 
refts ; then indeed, not to violate them might 
be considered as fufficient to comply with 
.their defigtu The kings of this earth are 
forced to enclofe their little allotment of ho* 
nour, and to ufe their authority as a flaming 
fword, to ward off infults from their pre- 
rogatives. But it is not fo with God. The 
Creator of heaven and of earth can have no- 
dependence on the workmanfliip of his own 
hands. His prerogatives cannot fufFer, nor 
can his glory be impaired by the feeble 
and impotent attempts of his creatures. 
His laws therefore could never be intended 
for his own fecurity, but for our benefit. 
They are expreflions of his goodnefs, rather 
than of his fovereignty j and his great 
view in enabling them, feems to have been, 
to bind us by his authority to confult our 
prefent intereft, and to render ourfelves ca- 
pable of everlafting felicity. Judge then 
whether a law which hath in view* this 

kind 
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kind and generous objedt, doth not chal- 
lenge our moil cordial acceptance and en- 
tire fubje&ion ; and whether gratitude, as 
well as duty, ihould not prompt us to fulfil 
•every part of it to the utmoft of our power. 

Indeed, if we confider God as a fevere 
tafkmafter, as I am afraid too many of us 
do ; in that cafe, whatever he enjoins, will 
appear to be an hardfhip or a burden. But 
if we view him in his true character, as a 
wife and good parent, who in eyery thing 
confults the real advantage of his children, 
then his yoke will appear to be eafy indeed, 
and his burden to be light. The cords of 
love will draw us on to obedience; and 
gratitude, which is ever ingenious in find- 
ing out ways to exprefs itfelf, will conftant- 
ly prompt us to the moft dutiful obiervance 
of his wilL 

Show me the man whofe ingenuous mind, 
not only expe6fcs a future reward, but feels 
a prefent joy in the fervice of his God : and 
to that man I will addrefs the words of 
unfeigned falutation. I will fay to him, 
" Hail thou favoured of the Lord," thine is 
the true ** fpirit of adoption," which de- 

H3 vifeth 
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vifeth liberal things ; thine is that foul 
which is born from on high, and which 
dQth not commit fin ; thine is that love 
which fulfilleth the law, and which per- 
fe&eth the faints. 

But fhow me the man whofe fervile foul 
is moved only by the fear of punifhment, 
to yield a grudging and penurious, fervice 
to his Maker ; and to that man I muft be 
{paring of confolation. I muft remind him, 
that it is the heart which God requires j 
that God hath refpedl to the offering of a 
liberal giver ; but that he hath no regard to 
the churl, or to his offering. 

Thus far I might argue upon general 
principles, that we ought not only to ab- 
ftain from what the law of God prohibits, 
but alfo to fulfil, to the utmoft of our pow- 
er, what the fpirit or intention of the law* 
requires. But as I fpeak to Chriftians, • I 
will now refort to an authority which they 
muft acknowledge to be valid, and fuffi- 
cient to decide the queftion. 

The propofition which I have laid down 
then, is not deduced by remote inference, 
neither does it depend upon a fingle tefti- 

mony ; 
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xnony ; but is both fupported and illuftrated 
by a multitude of clear and exprefs declara- 
tions of Scripture. 

We are commanded, not only to " depart 
** from evil," but " to do good ;" not only 
" to cleanfe ourfelves from all filthinefs of 
" the flefli and fpirit/ ' but alfo " to perfect 
" holinefs in the fear of God." Chrift is 
propofed to us as our example; and what 
was his chara&er ? u He went about doing 
c< good, and perfifted, till he had finifhed 
i€ the work which was given him to do." 
Nay, he faith himfelf (John ix. 4.), " I rhujl 
* c work the works of him that fent me." 
And if he, who voluntarily came under the 
law, was bound to this adlive and extenfive 
fervice, fliall we, who are its neceflary fub- 
jetfts, plead an exemption from it? Paul, 
in his epiftle to Titus (chap. iii. 11.), in- 
forms us, that " the grace of God, which hath 
<c appeared to all men, bringing falvation, 
" teacheth us not only to deny ungodlinefa 
a and worldly lufts, but to live foberly, and 
♦' righteoufly, and godly in the world ;" and 
that Chrift gave himfelf for us, for this end, 
f* that he might redeem us from all inU 
H 4 " <juitjr % 
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quity, and purify to himfelf a peculiar 
? 4 people, zealous of good works." 

Thefe pa£Tages of Scripture need no com T 
memory, all of them point out the ne- 
Ceflity of a pofitive and an active obedience. 

But this is not all. Our blefled Lord, who 
^vell knew what was in man, feems to have 
clin dlly calculated fome of his difcourfes, 
to prevent the poflibility of a miftake on 
this fubjedt The parables of the rich man 
and Lazarus, of the talents, and of the bar- 
ren fig- tree, plainly appear to have been de- 
livered with this view. 

We are not told that the rich man was ii* 
any refpedl injurious or oppreflive to Laza- 
rus : his guilt lay in his not extending his 
kmdnefs to fupply his wants. The unpro- 
fitable fervant was caft into outer darkneis, 
not for lofing or fquandering away his ta- 
lent, but for hiding it in a napkin, and ne- 
glecting to improve it. And the fig-tree was 
cut down, and caft into the fire, not for 
prodi^cing bad fruit, but becaufe it pro- 
duced no fruit at all. But left the allegorical 
drefs of thefe inftrudtions fhould leave men 
at top great liberty to explain away the force 

." "."I '■ ""• " Of 
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pf them, this wife and provident Teacher, 

in a ferious and awful difcourfe on the pro- 

cefs of the lgit judgement, refumes the fame 

argument, (Matth. xxv. 31. — ). There he 

telk us exprefsly, that men fliall not only 

be punifhed for doing cv ^> but alio for 

neglecting to perform adlive fervice ; and 

in particular, for negledling to perform the 

offices of humanity to theifr brethren. For 

the charge runs in thefe words: " I 

?' was an hungered, and ye gave me na 

^ meat ; I was thirfty, and ye gave me no 

*' drink; I was a ftranger, and ye took 

w me not inj naked, and ye clothed me 

*< not j fick, and in prifen, and ye vifited 

«' me not." — ? c For in as much as ye did it 

P not to the Jeaft of thefe my brethren, ye 

" did it not to me." And then follows the 

doom to be pronounced on thofe againft 

whom this charge is brought: " Thefe 

f fhall 50 away into everlafting punifh- 

f< ment." 

From thefe paffages of Scripture, we learu 
with aflurance, that unlefs life is filled up 
with good works, death, which introduced! 
us to judgement, muft approach to us with a 

dark 
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dark and gloomy afpedl. When confidence^ 
awakened with the dawning of an everlaft- 
ing day, fhall prompt us to inquire, What 
we have done ? How we have improved 
our time, our talents, and the means of grace 
with which we have been favoured ? If ii> 
this review of ourfelves, we fhall be able 
to difcover nothing but the traces of vanity 
and impertinence, how muft we flirink 
back, and tremble to venture on the awful 
ftate before us ? If God will judge every 
jnan according to his works, alas ! what 
muft become of the unhappy fluggard, who 
hath no works to {how; wha hath flept, 
and trifled, and fquandered away all his 
time ? " O that men were wife, that they un- 
iC derftood this, that they would confider 
u their latter end !"— < — w Hovj long, O ye. 
44 fimple ones, will ye love Simplicity ?" How 
long, O finner, fhall that precious time pn 
which eternity depends, be wafted in the 
purfuit of lying vanities? O think, how 
fwiftly it pajjeth away, and how paffionate- 
ly thou wilt one day wifh to recal it. Who 
can affure thee that the decree is not already 
gone forth agsiinft thee, " Gut him off, why 

" cumbered 
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cumbereth he the ground." — " Thou fool, 
" this night thy foul fhall be required of 
" thee." 

-Pardon me, then, if I fpeak to you as 
fhort lived, or as dying creatures ; fome of 
whom I may never fee again, till we meet 
before the judgement-feat of God. Under 
this impreflion, let me deal freely with you, 
and call on you to review your paft. con- 
dud, as if the Lord himfelf were demand* 
ing an account of it. 

Say, then, hath it been fuitable to the 
rank you hold in life I Hath it even, been 
rational ? fuch as became thofe high intel- 
lectual powers by which you are raifed a- 
bove the beafts that perifh ? Would you 
confent to have it publifhed before this 
congregation ? Or rather, are there not 
ibme parts of it which you would wifh to 
hide from your moft intimate friends ; left, 
partial as they are to you, the knowledge 
of thera fhould quench their affedtion, and 
render you contemptible in their eyes ? 
Are you then ready to appear in judgement, 
and to have all your thoughts, and words, 

and 
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and adtions laid open and canvaffed before 
an aflembled world ? 

I fliall not fuppofe you guilty of grofs 
a6ts of wickednefs. Perhaps the influence 
of education, the power of natural con- 
science, and the reftraints of Providence, 
have hitherto kept you back from thefe. 
I at prefent charge you with nothing worfe 
than the omiffion of duty, and tlie negledt 
of opportunities for cultivating and impro- 
ving the talents which God hath given you. 
You have been thoughtlefs and inconside- 
rate, unmindful of the God who made you, 
and of the Redeemer who bought you with 
his blood. You have forgotten the end for 
which you was fent into the world. You 
have fufFered the cafes and pleafures of the 
prefent life, the bufinefs or amufements of 
this fleeting fcene of vanity, to divide your 
hearts, and engrofs your time, as if the foul 
had been deftined to ferve the body ; or as 
if this earth had been defigned for your only 
refidence and portion. 

Can you then review fuch a life without 
blufhing and fhame ? When you think of 
it, doth it not appear mean and defpicable 

even 
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even in your own eyes ? And can it then 
be pleafing ; or ratlfer, muft it not be highly 
offenfive to that Almighty Being, who gave 
you a nature fitted for the performance of 
nobler fervices, and for the relilh of higher 
enjoyments, than any with which you have 
been hitherto acquainted ? 

For the Lord's fake open your eyes, aiftct 
take a ferious and impartial view of your 
condition. Bleffed be God, it is not yet 
too late. The door of mercy is ftill open ; 
and though, like the prodigal fon, you have 
hitherto been feeding upon hulks; yet 
when, like him, ye fliall return to your Fa- 
ther's houfe, and to the faithful and affec- 
tionate duty of children, your paft wander- 
ing and unprofitable life fhall be forgiven, 
and ye may yet enjoy the honours and pri- 
vileges of your Father's fons. 

Having thus "confirmed and illuftrated 
the firft propofition contained in^the text, 
namely, that men fin, not only wljpn they 
pofitively tranfgrefs the law of God ; but 
alfo, when they do not fulfil the duties 
which the law requires to the utmoft of 

their 
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their power'; — I proceed now to fhow you, 
as was propofed, 

Secondly^ That our guilt is more highly 
aggravated, when we negledt the duties 
which are known to us ; or when we de- 
cline opportunities of doing good, though 
we are convinced that it is our duty to em- 
brace them. 

He who doth not feek for opportunities 
of doing good, is a finner; that is, he coun- 
teracts the obvious intention of his Maker in 
fending him into the world : and therefore 
fhall be dealt with as an unfaithful fervant, 
who hath not applied his talents to the pur- 
pofes for which they were given him. And, 
if this is the cafe, then furely the perfon 
who hath a known opportunity of doing 
good, and yet wilfully negledls it, muft 
contrail greater guilt, and be liable to a ie- 
verer . pupUhment. If that man be culpa- 
ble, w^jjio is carelefs of doing all the good 
which by an exertion of his talents he is able 
to do ; is riot that man much more culpable, 
who prefumptuoufly omits to do the good 
to which he has opportunities to folicit him ? 

But 
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But why fhould I fpend time in eftablifhing 
fo plain a truth, efpecially when it is al- 
ready confirmed by the higheft authority ? 
Gur bkffed Lord himfelf exprefsly tells us, 
(Luke xii. 47.),. that ** the fervant who knew 
" his Lord's will,, and prepared not himfelf, 
" neither did according to his will, fhaH be 
<c -beaten with many ftripes." 

The only queftion that remains then is, 
Whether this be a fuppofition that can be 
made ? Is it to be thought, that any man 
is capable of deliberately refilling his own 
convidtion, and of declining obedience to a 
law which he both knows and believes to 
be binding on him ? 

T confefs, indeed, that a fuperior Being, 
if we could imagine him to be altogether 
unacquainted with human affairs* might 
rejedl this fuppofition as improbable. But 
furely we have no caufe to objedi againft 
the reprefentation as forced, or beyond the 
life. Our own obfervation, unlefs we have 
been extremely inattentive, cannot fail to 
furnifh us with numberlefs proofs of this 
determined negledl of duty. We need not 
go from home, to bring our examples from 

perfons 
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perfons in high and public truft, who havl 
been known to facrifice the acknowledged 
intereft and honour of a whole nation td 
their own private reientment or perfbnal 
advantage. They kre farther feen, for no 
other reafbn but becaufe they are placed 
higher. The importance of their ftation 
renders their faults the more confpicuous, 
while a groaning community points out, as 
with the finger, the authors of its diftrefs. 
But let each of us look into his own bread ; 
and if confcience is not afleep, it will fay to 
us as Nathan faid to David, " Thou art the 
Ci man." Thou thyfelf haft negle&ed the 
faireft opportunities of doing good, wheal 
thou hadft the ftrongeft convidtion that it 
was thy reafonable duty. 

I mean not to pry into the fecrets of 
your hearts* any more than to divulge the 
fecrets of my own. But I fpeak from a 
thorough conviction, that all of us pafs too 
flightly over our omiflions, even in the moft 
ferious review which we take of our con- 
duct. We are, alas ! too fruitful in excufes* 
and too ready to glofs over our moft culpa* 
i>le negle&s, with the fpecious colour of ig~ 

norance 
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Iterance or incapacity. But God, to whom 
the night fhineth as the day, knows the con- 
viction, of mind againli which we fin ; and 
our mod dexterous arts of concealment 
♦cannot fcreen us from his penetrating eye. 
A juft impreffion of this would prevent 
many fatal miftakes in our conduct. 

I have now, for example, an opportunity 
of doing good; and my confcience tells me, 
that I ought to improve it On the Other 
hand, I have many ftrong temptations to 
negledt it. It would put me to too much 
coft or trouble ; it would involve me in a 
train of a&ion ,againft which my indolence 
revolts ; or it would divert me from other em- 
ployments more agreeable to my inclination. 
OflL which fide fhall I refolve ? May I not 
,fo manage it, that the neglect fhall efcape 
the obfervation of my neighbour? Or if 
he fhould perceive it f may I not put a good 
face upon it, and find out fome excufe to 
iave me from his cenfure ? — Ah ! but here 
is the check. The Searcher of hearts knows 
my prefent conviction. In vain fliall I at- 
tempt to prevaricate with him. I may elude 
the cenfure of man ; but I never can efcape 

Vol. III. I the 
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the j lift judgement of that God who is gt&G* 
er than my Heart, arid knoweth all things,' 
Such, reafoniiig as this, if it were once be~ 
come habitual to us, would be a cbhftaht 
and powerful incitement to all holy obe- 
dience; and would prevent the deep guilt 
of neglcdting to do good, even when we 
knpw the extend and ohligati6h of the law of 
God, and are convinced that it i$ ouf duty, 
to comply with it. ."'/'" 

Having thus ehdeavpOT ed to illurfrate aiidl 
confirm the two proportions contained if* 
my text, I proceed now to the practical in&» 
provement of the fubjedfc^And* 

ijl, This fobjeiS admmiffers a ftiafp ffr- 
proof t6 thofe who, in any cafe, attempt t& 
evade their convictions of duty. " To hita 
u that knoweth to do good," iaith the A- 
poftle, a and doth it not, to him it is fitt." 
For, confider what kind of difpofition this 
condudi betrays. Is it not evidently the dif- 
pofition of a flavifh and mercenary mind ? 
You do no more in the fervice of GocL 
than you fuppofe to be neceffary, in orde- 
to efcape eternal mifery j and this is the ' 

only 
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tinly coufi Aeration which deters you from 
open trapfgrgffions ,0f,his law, You have 
therefore no regard-, for ; him, but only a 
Concern for ypur .. own faf^ety. t Your plan 
of goq4v& is tct offend pod as far as you 
tan* .without incurni}$ ^vengeance: So 
that any appqarancfc^f goodnefs about you 
U nothing more than' the ^effeft of a. natural 
timidity, Do.ye.ithus requite the Lord, 
O foolifh people and, un wife? Doth this 
goodnefs challenge no better return from 
ypPvthan merely to refrain from acts of 
open rebellion agahjft . him ? { Gonfider, I 
befeech you, the bafenefs and ingratitude 
of rthisjcondudl;; andaf your hearts retain 
imy §>^r>k of ingjenuity, you will furely be 
persuaded to yield hup a more faithful and 
generous fervipein time to come. But$ 

£#jjf* This fubjecfc adminifters reproof 
&lfo to the flothful and inadtive fervant, 
who fefts Contented with low attainments 
ill religion. You perhaps flatter yourfelflj 
that although you are remifs in feeking out 
opportunities, of doing good, yet you are not 
Unfaithful to any known obligation. But 
in this cafe you greatly deceive yourfelf : 

I 2 For, 
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For, is it not a known obligation, thit 'we 
fhould aim at as much perfection as ' we 
are capable of attaining? But you have 
renounced this defire altogether. In other 
words, you have deliberately left off that 
work to which our Saviour hath exprefcly 
commanded us to devote ourfelves. For,' 
are not thefe his words ? tt Be ye pprfe6t f 
" even as your Father who is in heaven is 
"perfect/ 1 — Once more, 

1 What hath been faid on this fubjed 
ought to quicken the zeal and aftivity even 
of thofe who have made the greateft pn>- 
grefs in the good ways of God. 

The declining ftate of religion calls loud- 
ly on all who are its real friends, to exert 
themfelves to the utmoft, in order to revive 
its influence in the world. Nothing, hi af~ 
Hired, will be fo effedtual for accomplifhing 
this defireabk object, as the bright and 
exemplary lives of profeffing Chriftians* 
Ate you then zealous for the glory of God > 
be " zealous of good works." Let it appear 
that your religion gives authority to your 
confcienee, by your being more juft, and 
Jiumane, and generous than other mem 

« Ye 
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* Ye are the felt of the earth, ye are the 
a light of the world." Your divine Matter 
hath intrufted you with the honour of that 
religion which he taught oa earth, and ex- 
perts that you fhould difplay it in an amiable 
light. But furely a mere negative degree of 
virtue will never convince men that your 
principles have .any excellence fuperior to 
their own : , and that profeffing Chriftians 
fatisfy themfelves wkh a virtue of this fort, 
is, I am afraid, in no {mall degree the caufe 
"to which the rapid growth pf infidelity in 
thefe times muft be afcribecL 

If this is at ali the &dt, doth it not af- 
ford us a fubjedt of the mott ferious la- 
r mentation V u It is impoflible but that of- 
** fences will come, but wo 'unto him thraf 
■** whom they come. It were better for him 
c< that a millftone were hanged about his 
•" neck, and he cafl into the fea." O then 
ftudy to adorn the dodtrine of God yaur 
Saviour in all things. " Let your light fb 
44 fhiae before men, that they may fee your 
M good works, and glorify your Father 
u which is in heaven." — <c Whatfoever 
M thin£« are true, whatfoever things are ho- 

I 3 " Jieft, 
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€i neft, vhatfcever things-' are juft, whatfbn 
a ever things are pure, whatfoever things 

* are lovely, whatfoever things are of good 

* report, and if there be any virtue, if there 
u be any praife, think on thefc things,' 1 a^id 
do them. This will adminifter to* yott tyue 
pleafure in life, and foiid hope in death j 
and hereafter the found of the la£t trumpet, 
the terror of the negligent and unfaithful fcr^ 
vant, will be the triumphant fignab of your 
releaf? from the grave, and the fummor^s of 
your Lora to enter into h^ jay, 4ww* 
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Proverbs yu 6,7, & 

fo /(j /& ant, thou fiuggard\ ron/lder hpt 
ways^ and be wife : which having no guide % 
overfeer^ vr ruler \ providefh her meat in j the 

Jiimmcr^ and gxdberetb her food in the bar* 
veji. 
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"AN was created witik more tmdir- 
ftanding than the beafts of the earth: 
But our minds are fo debafedfcy bur apo- 
ftafy from Goc£ that the mcarieft creatures 
may become oui* teachers. - And accord- 
ingly, the Spirit of Gbd, in the SaSptures f 
doth frequently fenxl us to learn our dtoty 
ftom the eratiiple of the I^eafts fcf the 
fields and 6f the fowls of heaven. Thus, 
ingratitude is reprbved by the example of 
thbfe anitnal^ whiiih 1 are' accounted *he molt 
ftu^rdanduritractiiblc, ( Ifaidb L 3.) ■' u The 
r -^ ■■'- ii S 1 4- ' — *'- ? ox 
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" ox knoweth bis owner, and the afs hit 
"' matter's crib ; but Ifrael doth not know* 
" my people <&th hot confider. n An inat- 
tention to the conduct of divine Providence* 
and a negleft of the proper feafons of a<ftU 
vity, are in like mannfer condemned by the 
example of the fowls of heaven. " The ftork 
4 S knoweth her appointed times, and the tujv 
"tie, and the crane, and the fwallow, obfervs 
"; the times pf their coming ; but my peo-* 
" pie (faith Gpd) fcfcpw pot the judgement 
* c of the Lord," (Jerem* viii. 7-) To cur$ 
us of exceflive carefulnefs and anxiety, our 
Saviour fends ,11s to " confider the ravens j 
* they r neith?r low, nor r?ap^ they haye 
& neither ft^rshoufe nor barn; yet God 
u . feedqth them, : Haw much more,'* faitji 
he*. '* aye ye better than, the fowls V % \tuk* 
sii, 34-1)* And in my texj;,. ta cure us of 
negligence ^uid Jloth, Solomon fends u& to 
.a ; creature ; 0$ tl^e fmalleft fize, but of moft 
^wonderful aftivjry.. " Gq to the ant, thou 
:ct' Jfog%w£ J:J5°^4 e r her waysj and be vnfc : 
*5 which 3 ^^iRgjpo guid^fJOyerf^er, or ruler* 
.,?', proyi.4eth^hei;\ meat. >in the furonier, a#d 
• «« gathereth her foo^ia the harveft," 

In 
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In difcourfing on thefe words, I will, 
, '. iflt Confider the chara&er of the perfdn 
whom the wife man here addrefle«.— 
And, 

adiy, The counfel or advice which he 
' gives him ; and will then conclude with a 
pradical improvement of the'fubjedt. 

I begin with the charades of the perfoft 
to whom this advice is addrefled. " Go to 

* the ant," faith Solomon, « thou flug- 
c * gard ; n arid the character of the fluggard 
is fo minutely defcribed in this book, and 
in the book of Ecclefiaftes, that any of us 
l»ay foon be acquainted with it.' 

Solomon obferves in general, that floth 
cafteth into a deep fleep j and he reprefents 
the fluggard in this ftate, in the verfes im- 
mediately following my text. When it ;is 
faici to him, 4 %i How lorigf wilt thou fleep, O 

* fluggard ? When : wilt thou arife out of 
" thy fleep ?" iiiftead of being, affedted with 
the juft reproach, he begs earneftly for far- 
ther indulgence, "Yet a little fleep, a little 
" fluixiber, a little folding of the hands to 
♦•fleep," — +* As the door turneth upon its 

^ " hingfes, 
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a hiqgeft, fo tfaxh the $othf»l toon upon, hit 
V bed." At length, urhfin fleep itfelf bath 
heCDoae wj^fbme, and he hath rifea from 
his bed, he hath changed his fituation only to 
give a pew i^ulgeppe.to his flotb. t4 He hi* 

* deth bifcban4 in iii* bofam," aud,^ill qpjt £ 
much a? " bjijig it to his iru>uth again." He 
fpends his time in fruitlefs wiflies: The foul 
0Jft^fll^ga^d^d^eth^andj^hI^ot; ,, To- 
gnprjrow is always a day of labojpr, to-d»y \s 
stfrfjayf {pent in idlencfs: And thus tt the dffirc 
'•? of tja? flothfiuj IpU^hiro^^^ijfe his han^s 

* f effllib to labour/' He i? eftfec^aged by 
: fheJe^ft ppf¥?^ioft : " Thp w^ty of the floth- 

€i ful man is as a he<%e of thorns*" Every 
*Bf£ajJjcy fi^wihejh him. with, an e*ci*fe for 
&$ i$£neff : : " The flug§»rd vdU. nqt plow 

* by «#fo# of the cold." tyay, r#;he* than 
want 411. >exci$JJb r h$ create^ imaginary dan- 
gers tq Urafelf ; He &tf)tt* * 4 There is ^ lion 
*< w*h9j^I j^lte flain in, ^ fl^ee.ts.* , £t 
length,, Ui ^7 ffi*?^ ljothfuloefs the building 
** dpcay^ i^d thtwaghi thje idjeaefs of the 
« hands the fyoute 4r<>PP^..t,h k KJia^"'rT7- 
** fclift fal&a^-tu. 18 vineyard aje grewji.oyer 
:f wtfj* ttioj-^ . n£$$* cjqvejr. t|^e face tfcere- 

"« ojf.; 
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H of; m& %h§ jftoftg^all, is fefokcft dawn." 
Tims,; ♦* Ppyerty^cosoetkujen hjni lilff one 
«* that. tBfcvasJesh, and his, want as an armed 
>♦* «Mtn % .ta& d*Qfflfinp&,a$. Ja# clothes, hipn, 
*f witkrags*" .,..-:• 

Sucl| i^ thepi^uie wfe<;.h Sqlo^ioa draw* 
of the fiuggasdj and the , features are fo 
ftrooglyiiwarjlfjed, that fhejie i# up room to 
doubt. that it was <dr,awn frog?, the life, 

Whether there are, pexfbpa m th$ prefent 
ftate of foeiety tft whpm, all the parts- of this 
chaja&er agrjs, is a qgeftipn vhjph eycry 
jpoan. 3R*iJl an£wer ; t& hjuifeJk either from his 
Irnowladgeorjexp^riencf* .. T^e, charge ;ia in- 
deed fo cqm^lex, th4t.it Weight be difficult 
perhaps to prpYC? itiQ it« fr&gmt fgainft 
any oo£ individual 

We knovp w ; $l who -they, ar$ whofb hands 
refufe tq labour, who are clothe4 -with rags, 
and. make, poverty not only their ; complaint, 
but their argument. . But though the idle 
vagrant, is plainly 4efcnbe4 a,nd condensed 
by thffe. articles, #ier§ are other -pajts . of the 
charge .againft WJW& he inight offer a plac- 
able defence* 

He might answer to the charge of excek 

five. 
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five fleep, that he rifeth as early, or at leaft 
is as foon abroad, as any from whom he 
can expedl an alms: and that he is fo far 
from hiding his hand in his bofom, that he 
ftretcheth it forth from morning to night, 
to levy contributions from every paflcnger 
he fees. Nay, to (trengthea his defence, 
might he not argue, that as the Preacher 
was a king, perfons of a higher rank were 
far tnore likely to be the objedls of his at- 
tention, many of whom eat the bread of - 
idlenefs, and labour as little as the l>eggar ? 
And as he fpeaks of fields and vineyards, 
that this fhows him to have had fluggards 
of a fuperior order in his eye, who origi- 
nally poflefled fome property, and held a 
ftation abome the lower tribes of the people* 
By this defence, he will certainly elude fome 
articles of the charge. Enough, however, 
will ftill remain, to evince his right to the 
character in the text. And what he throws 
Off from himfelf doth not fall to the ground, 
but will bear hard on the idle and vojup- 
tuous in the higher ranks of life. At the 
fame time, there are fome articles in 'the 
Charge, to which thofe of" a better ftation 

would 
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would no doubt objedt in their turn* They 
might attempt to evade the charge of Aug- 
giflinefs, by alledgUT, that though indeed 
they apply themfelves ' to no active bufi- 
nefs or employment/ yet the fatigues of 
drefs, of ceremony, and of equipage;, the 
anxieties of gaming, and the attendance oa 
fafhionable amufements, render the purfuit 
of pleafure in the^prefent age, as toilfome 
and laborious as any mechanical employ- 
ment whatfoever. And that fo far from be- 
ing clothed in rags, which Solomon makes 
the badge of a fluggard, th^aA isf that So- 
lomon himfelf, in all his glory, was not ar- 
rayed like one of them* 

Were this a controverfy of any impdrt- 
ance, it would be an eafy matter to detedt 
the fallacy of thefe reafonings, and to fliow, 
that the defences on both fides are weak and 
frivolous. But this would be an idle wafte 
of time ; for as neither of the parties can 
deny that fome parts of the defcription ap- 
ply to them, it is of little confequence to 
which of them the larger fhare of it belongs. 

But floth is not confined to the common 
affairs of life, nor the character of a flugu 

gard 
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g*rd to men in ariy partkularftatibn. Therd- 
is floth in rcKgiort, a$ well a$ in common 
life ; and the defcrifrtion in i#y te*t applies 
to ait, without exception^ who; however .ac* 
tive and mduftrious m their ferula* employ* 
ments* negfeft the one thing aeedful r thd 
care of their preeibu* and immortal fouls; , 

The . laborious mechanic, the bufy iner^ 
chanty die painful fluent, and the, hurtling 
ftartfiaaan, ate ill fluggards in a fpijituat 
fenfe f uiilefs they are active in the, bye and 
fervice of th* G0d\_*hat made ; them j: an4 
unlefs the id^aiteefaent of his glory, and; tb& 
final enjoyment of his r favour, afe the ends 
to which all their purfuits are diredfced* 

Here we are only to fojourn far a fhdrt 
time. Our great Creator hath made ns fctf 
higher occupations, and better joys y than the 
preferit world aflPofds us. He hath formed us 
for the knowledge and enjoyment of him- 
felf in an eternal and unchangeable ftate* 
and hath inftrudled us hdw we may attain 
this glorious object; of our being. And 
therefore, however bufy a man may be for 
himfelf, however induftrious for his family^ 
however adtive for the public j yet if all his 

views 
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ffcws' terminate in this prefent 'fife ? fee- ** 
ftill a flugga'rd in the t»ye of Gad For he 
Who labouri bfcry fbt the meat t&at pefiftk 
eth, dotfc a's fatally counterac"* the erid o£ 
his creation, as he that 'ftee'pS on the bed of 
floth, or as he that fatigues himfelf in pur- 
fuing the tain ahd fttgitiv^teatfurei of this 
world, '-*- I Will 1 add,- that 6vieta ttiofe who 
Me'tifoftik the fcettef paft; and wlka ftefc 
the kmgtJoi* of God *hdr&r righteotifrieft 
in thfe firft place, do often incur the impii* 
tation of fluggiflmefs,- by the oflriffioa ot 
carelefs performance o^'Whtt r 0*& na"th r& 
quiried of theft. Fo^ alas? whfcffe is the 
man who doth * whatf&iivWhfe found findsth 

* to do" in the &ufirie& of region, ** with 

* all IBs might?** Where is theman wfefc 
*• ftrires,*' a* in ah agony (for fo the ori- 
ginal woM miportfe) ** to -enter in at the 

* ftnfit gateT* or who ** gives' all diligence 
** to make his calling and election fure." 
We lee inuth activity in the purfuits of the-' 
world j but a very fmall portion of it, . in- 
deed, in that purluit which moll requires 
and deferves it. 

I may therefore venture to affirm, th?' 

ther 
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there is not one in this aflembly to whom 
my text is not addrefled in one view or ano- 
ther. And therefore, without queftion- 

ing the propriety of the defcription, let us 
go on, as was propofed, 

Secondly ^ To confider the connfel or ad- 
vice which the wife man hath given us : 
" Go to the ant, thou fluggard; confider 
" her ways, and be wife : which having no 
u guide, overfeer, or ruler, provideth her 
" meat in the fummer, and gathereth her 
** food in the harveft." 

He dire&s us to a creature, indeed, of 
the mod diminutive fize and appearance* 
but whofe fagacity and unremitting activity 
ftrike the eye of every beholden The ant 
inftrudteth us, not by fpeech, but by ac- 
tions : and therefore we are called upon 
" to confider her ways " how fhe is em- 
ployed, and for what ends flie is a&ive: 
not merely that we may gratify our curi- 
ofity, or even extend our knowledge of the 
natural world; but that we may become 
wifer and better. The wifdom we learn 
from the ant, is the wifdom of living well : 

. the 
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the wifdom of adting fuitably to bur fu- 
pcrior nature, and our glorious hopes. 

There are three very important leflbns 
which we learn from the conduft of the 
ant. The 

\Jt is, a forefight and fagacity iri makirig 
provifion for the time to come. The ant 
gathereth more than Ihe hath prefent occa- 
lion for ; and in the fummer and harveft 
lays up a ftore for the approaching winter. 
Thus {he arms hfirfelf againlt the rigours of 
the inclement feafon ; and whilft the graf- 
hoppers, that fung and fpdrted in the fummer 
and harveft j nay, whilft many creatures of 
larger fize and greater ftrength, perifh for 
want of food ; flie lives on the fruits of her 
induftry, and reaps the reward of her care 
and providence. O that this wifdom were 
more common among men ! and that we 
could be perfuaded, while the feafon of ac- 
tion lafts, to " lay up in ftore for ourfelves 
a good foundation againft the time to 
come, while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when we fhall fay we 
have no pleafure in them." How dreary 
muft the winter of life be, when the pre- 
Vol. III. K vious 
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vious feafons have been patted in floth, in 
idlenefs, or in folly ; when the body lan- 
guifhes under poverty and wretchednefs j 
or when the mind, unfiirnifhed with know- 
ledge, and virtue, and faith, and devotion, 
fojourns in a crazy tabernacle, tottering to 

the dull? A 

id leflbn to be learned from the condu A 
of the ant, is activity and diligence. The 
ant never intermits her labours as long as 
the feafon lafta* In fummer, when the 
weather is hotteft, at fultry noon as well 
as in the cool of the morning and of the 
evening, this bufy creature is continually in 
motion, either ieeking her food abroad, or 
difpofing it in her cells at home. Nay, her 
labours end not with the day, but, as natu- 
ralifts have obferved, fhe often takes the 
benefit of the moon,, and plies her work 
with a furprifing alacrity. Happy were it 
for man, that he as faithfully employed that 
precious time which is given him, either to 
render himfelf ufeful in tjiis world, or to 
prepare for eternity. Then would he not 
be feen encroaching on the day by floth,. 

nor 
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kor turning it into night, by intemperance 
land riot. — The 

yi leflbn which we learn from the con- 
• dudl of the ant, is fagacity in making ufe of 
the proper feafon for activity. Opportunity 
is the flower of time ; or it is the moft pre* 
cious part of it, which if once loft niay 
never return. This the ant knoweth how 
to feize with admirable fkilL*'She goeth 
forth in queft of food when it can be had 
with eafe and certainty : She employs her 
labour at the time when Ihe knows that 
it will be effe&uaL Unlike to man, whofe 
folly prompts him to neglelt the feafon in 
which his talents might be ufefully employ* 
ed, till he hath loft it for ever; and who 
fpends on trifles the day of his merciful vi~ 
fitation, till the things which belong to his 
peace are for ever hid from his eyes. 

All this forefight, diligence, and fagacity, 
the ant employs by an inftindt of nature, 
untutored, and unawed. She hath neither 
guide, overfeer, nor judge : There is n6ne 
to go before and mark out her tafk ; none 
to fuperintend and prompt her to her la- 
bour; none to require an account of her 

K 2 induftrv, 
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induftry, or to punifh her either for her 
negleftor mifcarriages. This circumftance' 
die wife man mentions with a peculiar em- 
phafis, on purpofe to draw the fluggard's at- 
tention to it. For furely nothing can be 
fiiggefted of greater force and efficacy to 
roufe him from his lethargy, and to con- 
vince him that his flofch is not only criminal, 
but without ^xcufe. 

The ant hath no guide ;. but we, my bre- 
thren, have many guides; u There is a 
" fpirit in man, and the infpi ration of the 
* Almighty giveth them understanding." 
Our Maker hath endued us with reafonable 
fouls, capable of difcerning betwixt good 
and evil. He hath favoured us with a com- 
plete revelation of his will, and hath fhow- 
ed us " what is good, and what the Lord 
u our God requireth of us.'* — > u The law of 
" the Lord is perfedl, converting the foul ; 
44 the teftimony of the Lord is fure, making 
" wife the fimple." He hath fent his Son 
into the world, to Ihow us the path of life, 
not only by his dodlrine, but by his exam- 
ple too. And he offers us his Spirit,, to lead 
us into all truth, to open our eyes, and to 

turn 
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*urn us from darknefs to light, by taking 
*of the things of Ghrift, and fhowing them 
unto us. He hath affured us of his willing- 
nefs to aflift and to guide us. " If any man 
,€C lack wifdom, let him afk it of God, who 
< c giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
Ai not, and it fliall be given him." If men 
therefore are fluggards, and loiter in their 
-work, they can neither pretend ignorance 
of their duty, nor the want of a guide to 
diredlthem in it. 

Again, the ant " hath no overfeer :" but 
man a6h under the immediate infpe&ion of 
him, " whofe eyes are as a flame of fire.— 
Hi The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
u 1)eholdi^g the evil and the good." — Can 
any hide himfelf in fecret " places that I 
tt fhall not fee him: do not I fill heaven 
" and earth, faith the Lord?" — " Yea, the 
u darknefs hideth not from thee, O Lord f 
" but the night fhineth as the day." Be- 
'fides, God hath placed an overfeer in our 
own breads, which adfcs within us as his 
deputy ; for the voice of confcience is the 
voice of God. This bofom-wknefs marks 
*>ur fteps, reminds us of our duty, con- 

K 3 demur 
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demns us when we do wrong, and never 
fails to render thofe unhappy, whom it fails 
to keep faithful to their duty* For con- 
science at firft fpeaks forcibly to every hu- 
man being ; and many a hard ftruggle doth 
it cpft even the word of men, before this 
awful monitor can be filenced. Thus we 
have not only a guide to point out the way 
to us, but an oyerfeer to attend us in every 
flep ; and therefore, if we either loiter or 
turn afide, we muft be without excufe : 
<c Our own hearts condemn us, and God is 
" greater than our hearts, and knoweth all 
* things." 

Once more, the ant " hath no ruler" or 
judge, to call her to account for her con-: 
duel. But every one of us muft give an 
account of himfelf to God. " God hath 
* c appointed a day in which he will judge 
■ c the world in righteoufnefs, by that Man 
" whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath 
* 4 given affurance unto all men, in that he 

* c raifed him from the dead." " We 

" muft all appear before the judgement- 
** feat of Ghrift, that every one may re— 
i ?■ Cfeiye the things done in the body, ac- 

* c cording 
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** cording to that he hath done, whether it 
*' be good or bad." An4 it deferves our 
notice, that the fluggard is particularly 
pointed out in Scripture ad one of thofe 
who (hall certainly be condemned in that 
decifive day. This is clearly intimated to 
us in the parable of the talents* The un- 
profitable fervant, who is condemned to 
utter darknefa, is not accufed of having 
fquandered his talent, or of having applied 
it to wicked purpofes 2 on the contrary, he , 
had preferred it entire, and returned it un- 
impaired to his matter : his crime was, that 
he had not improved it. He was a wicked 
iervaht, becaufe he had net been a&ive for 
the intereft of his Lord : he was in fhort 
the fluggard here addrefled by • the wife 
man: and his doom was juflt. For it is 
only H to thofe who, by a patient continu- 
* c ance in well-doing, feek for glory, ho- 
* nour, and immortality, that God will 
u render eternal life, in the day when he 
** {hall judge the fecrets of men by Jafus 
» Chrift." 

Thus, then, the ant, which without ar 
gxride, overfeer, or judge, labours with fuch 

K 4 diligence, 
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diligence, fagacity, and forefight for. the 
prefervation of ». life which mud foon come 
to a fin^l periotf ; inftru&s, reproves, an£ 
condemns thofe who, having all the advan- 
tages whiph are denied to her, are yet re- 
mifs and negligent in the great bufinefg 
^{figned them : on which depend iiot their 
prefent interefts only, but the interefts and 
the life of their immortal fpirits — of their 
Spirits, which fhall furvive the diffolution 
of their bodies, and {hall laft through eter- 
nal ages. 

Thefe obfervations may be fuflicient botU 
to illuftrate the meaning, and to {how. the 
propriety of Solomon's advice. Let me now, 
as the improvement of the fubjedl, prefs you 
to reduce to practice the leflbns which 1 have 

been confidering. And for this end^ I 

lyould reprefcnt tp you, * 

* . 

i/ij That the fluggard fins againft the 
very nature which God hath given him. For 
wjiat are all the high powers and faculties 
with which we are endowed, but fo many 
. f ofcens that we were formed for a&ive fer- 
yice? The nature of things has evidently 

in 
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In this refpedi the force of a law ; fince it 
is impoflible to conceive, that powers and 
^capacities were given us, which were not 
meant to be exerted and improved. Even 
in the flats of innocence man had his talk 
affigned him, whilft the inferior animals 
were left to roam at large, without being 
accountable for their conduct. And as- our 
natures are formed ftr aftion, fo our incli- 
nation evidently prompts us to it. This is 
plain .from the yaripus methods by which 
thofe who will not labour endeavour to relieve 
theipfelves from the oppreffive load of idlenefs. 
. Their time itfelf is a mifery : and there is 
nothing fo impertinent to which they will 
pot fly, that they may be free of it. The 
burdens of the moft laborious flaves are light, 
when coippared with the burden which the 
fluggard carries aboup with him in an en- 
feebleci bpdy, and a vacant difcontented 

mine}. . 

adfy, The fluggard fins againft the ma- 

nifeft defign of Providence, God hath 

indeed made a liberal provifion for the fup- 

ply of all our returning wants. But he 

hath done this in a way that requires in- 

duftry 
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duftry on our part, in order to render that 
provifion effectual. " The earth, by the bleC- 
fing of God, is fruitful of herbs and graift 
for the ufe of man. But man mud be 
careful to do his part in the labour of the 
field, that it may yield him a regular or a 
certain produce. The rough materials of 
all things neceffary and convenient for the 
purpofes of life are laid plentifully at our 
hands ; but the fkill and induftry of the 
workman muft bring them into form, and 
render them fit for ufe. " All things are 
" full of labour." Who then art thou, O 
fluggard, to counteract the defigns both of 
Nature and of Providence ? 
* But fome may fay, perhaps, We have no- 
thing to do. Our wants are abundantly 
fupplied from the patrimony which we 
have inherited ; and nothing remains for us 
but to enjoy ! what we have. Do you then 
indeed believe, that any human being can 
have a right to live idle on the earth ? If ye 
believe this, ye have yet to* learn this fun- 
damental principle of common fenfe, That 
all obligations are reciprocal. Ye flug- 
gards, why cumber ye the ground ? Shall 

God 
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God give you all things richly to enjoy, 
and is there no active fervice which he re- 
quire^ of you? Muft the labour of the 
hufbandman nourifh, and the art of the 
manufacturer clothe you? Muft all ranks 
of men labour for your convenience; and. 
are there no obligations which ye are bound 
to difcharge to them in return for fo many f 
and fo important fervices? For what end 
then do you live ? Your being is an cm- 
barraffment and burden to the creation* 
" For if any man will not work, neither 
cc ihould he eat."— —Once more, in the 

$d K place, The fluggard fins againft the 
great defign of the Gofpel. For we have 
not only a Guide to inftrudfc us, an Over- 
feer to obferve us* and a Judge to whom 
we are accountable ; but we have alfi> a 
great Redeemer, who fhed his blood for the 
ranfom of our fouls, and who gave him- 
felf for us, not to purchafe our releafe from 
duty, but to " purify unto himfelf a pe- 
" culiar people, zealous of good works." 
Chrift fpoiled principalities and powers, 
c * that we, being delivered out^of the hands 
*' of our enemies, might fcrve him without 

" fear K 
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€i fear, in hdlinefs and righteoufnefs before 
u him all the /lays of our lives." Let us 
tear and reverence the language of the Got- 
j)d. " Ye are not your own : ye are bought 
** with a price : therefore glorify God in 
%i your body and in your fpirit, which arc 
a God's. Work out your own falvation. 
c< with fear and trembling: for it is God 
" that worketh in you, both to will and to 
a do ,of his good pleafure. And befide this, 
* giving all diligence, add to your faith vir- 
** tuq, and to virtue knowledge, and to 
c< knowledge temperance, and to temperance 
u patience,, and to patience godlinefs, and to 
* c godlinefs brotherly kindnefs, and to bro- 
<c therly kindnefs charity. For fb an entrance 
a fhall be miniftered unto you abundantly, 
* c into the everlafting kingdom of our Lord 
" and Saviour Jefus Chrift." 

Let us then be no longer " flothful in bu-* 
u finefs, but fervent in fpirit, ferving the 
"Lord." Amen. . 
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James iv. 13, 14, 15. 

Go to. now, ye that fay, to-day pr* to-morrow 
we will go into fucb a city, and continue 
there a year, and buy and fell, and get gain. 
Whereas ye know not what Jhall be on the 
morrow* For what is your life ? it is even 
a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanifhetb away. For that ye ought to 
fay, If the Lord will, we Jhall live, and d* 
this or that. 



THE obvious defign of this paflage, is 
to dete£t the folly and prefumption 
of thofe who lay fchemes for futurity, 
without a proper acknowledgement of their 
dependence on the providence of God* 
The particular fcheme, which the Apoftie 
reprefents and condemns, is one of the rhoft 
plaufible that can well be imagined. A 

merchant 



4 
/ 



j$o SERMON VII. 

merchant refolves on a journey to fomtf 
city, in which he can carry on his trade to 
advantage. That he may lofe no time, he 
faith, " To-day ," or at fartheft, " to-mor- 
" row, I will go into fuch a city, and con- % 
" tinue there a year, and buy and fell, and 
" S et gain. 1 * There is no intimation that 
he meant to enrich -hirtxfelf by fraud or ex- 
tortion. The gain he had in view may be 
fuppofed to have been the profits of a fair 
and honourable commerce < the boneft re- 
ward of his attention and diligence. 

I apprehend that none of us would be 
greatly ftartled, though we fhould hear 
fome of our friends talking in the manner 
which is Here reprefented. There are few 
of us, perhaps, who have not on fbme occa- 
fions held fuch a language, without fu£- 
pedting that it was either prefumptuous or 
wrong./ In order, therefore, to diicover 
what is faulty in it, and to enter into the 
fpirit of this text, let us examine with atten- 
tion, 

iy?, The form of expreffion which the 
Apoftle condemns. — And, 

zdly^ The amendment which he $&%r 

geftsr. 
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gefts.— And if it fhall pleafe God to afford 
us the affiftance of his Spirit, I am per- 
fuaded that feveral remarks will occur to us 
in the courfe of this inquiry, which may 
be " profitable for dodirine, for reproof, 
" for correction, and for inftnj&ion in-righ- 
" teoufhefs." — rLet us then attend, 

Firfi % To the form of expreffion which 
the Apoftle condemns. " Go to now, ye 
u that fay, to-day or to-morrow we will go 
"into fuch a city, and continue there a 
u year, and buy and fell, and get gain." 

Ip. general, we may obferve, that, this 
language relates altogether to a worldly 
project. The .principal objedt is gain: " not 
" the true riches ;" or " that good part" 
which fliall never be taken from thofe who 
choofe it ; . but the gain of this world, the 
gain which is acquired by buying and fell- 
ing. They fay nothing of the meafure of 
gain that would fatisfy them, and nothing 
. of the ufe to which they meant to apply 
their wealth. For any thing that their ex- 
preflions imply, their defires might be with- 
out bounds, and their foje aim might be 
' to 
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to c * heap up filver as the duft, and finer 
" gold as the mire of the ilreets ;" or, in the 
language of Ifaiah, u to join houfeto houle^ 
" and field to field, till they were placed 
u alone in the midft of the earth." 

If this remark is juft, we have already 
difcovered one capital error in the exprek 
fions before us. — To feek gain by honeft 
induftry, either, for the fupply of our own 
wants, or to enable us to relieve the iieceC- 
fities of others, is not»only lawful but ho- 
nourable : But to feek wealth for its own 
fake, and merely for the fordid pleafure of 
poffeffing it, betrays a mean and felfifh fpi- 
rit, unworthy of a man, and much more 
unworthy of a Chriftian. 

^Suppofing this then to be the end in view,* 
there can be no doubt that it is in a high 
degree culpable. But as the Apoftle is filent 
on this head, we fhall admit, that the per- 
fons who hold the language before us^ 
might intend to make a prdper ufe of their 
riches, and proceed to examine the means 
by which they propofe to obtain them. 
" To-day," fay they, " or to-morrrow, wc 
" will go into fuch a city." — Thefe words 

may 
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ifiay pafs in common converfktion j but when 
we ferioufly weigh the import of them, as at 
prefent we are called to do, we fhall find that 
they are chargeable- both with folly and pre- 
emption. 

The great Lord of all has no part in thii 
fcheme. Thefe little arrogant words, we 
will, thruft him out at once, and occupy his 
place. And for what do the perfons here de- 
fcribed undertake ? They undertake without 
hefitation, to infure their lives againft death, 
their bodies againft ficknefs* and their effedts 
againft every cafualty or hazard. They fpeak 
of the morrow, as if they had the abfolute 
property of it They promife themfelves, 
that to-morrow they fhall not only be alive, 
but in health, to fet out on their journey ; 
that they fhall meet with no crofs accidents 
by the wayj that the goods which they 
carry along with them, lliall be protected 
againft thieves and robbers ; and that in 
due time they fhall arrive at the city where 
their plan of buiinefs is to be carried into 
execution. But what follows is ftill iuore 
extravagant. They promife upon life for a 
full year y " We will continue there a year :" 

Vol. III. L and 
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and not upon life only, but on health of 
body; and foundnefs of mind, during all 
that time. No allowance is made for 
change of climate, or the fatigues of bufi- 
nefs : they are always to be in a condition 
to by and fell, and to manage their affairs 
with adtivity and prudence. Nay, more,, 
they aflure themfelves of fuccefs. u We 
" will buy and fell, and get gain." They 
undertake, not for themfelves alone, but for 
all whom they fhall employ, or with whom 
they fhall have oommerce — that they jfhall 
have diligent and faithful fervants j that 
they fhall have large profits from thofe to 
whom they fell, and cheap bargains from 
thofe of whom they buy. In a word, they 
ipeak as if every thing relating to themfelves 
and others, were fo dependent on their will, 
that they might command the events which 
they defired, and difpofe of all things accor- 
ding to their own pleafure. 

Well might the Apoftle give this the 
name of boafting, as he doth /at the 16th 
verfetof this chapter; and had it fuited the 
gravity of an infpired writer, he might 
have examined the different parts of the 

fcheme, 
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fcheme, computed the rifks which were 
plainly againft them in every ftep, and thus 
turned the whole dcfign into matter of con- 
tempt and ridiqule. But inftead of this, he 
arrefts them at their very firft outfet. Yoii 
talk of " going tofuch a city, of continuing 
u there a year, of buying, of felling* and 
u getting gain :"— " whereas ye know not 
" what fliall be on the morrow." The 
prefent moment is all that ye can , call your 
own. This night your fouls may be requi- 
red of you : to-day you are j but to-morrow 
ye may be numbered with thofe who have 
been. He would not trifle with milerable 
men, who might die whilft he was (peaking 
to them. He therefore feizeth one impor- 
tant truth, the force of which could not 
be denied, and inftantly placeth it full in 
their view. " What is your life ?" faith he ; 
" it is even a vapour." At prefent it ap- 
pears ; but while I yet (peak to you, it may 
vanifli away. Ceafe then, vain boafters, to 
talk of a year hence, until ye can fay fome- 
thing with certainty of the fucceeding day. 
Thus the vifionary Babel falls to the 
ground. This plain propofition, " Life 

L 2 "is 
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" is a vapour," undermines it at once, , 
and overwhelms the proud builders with 
ihame. 

: It hath often given me pleafure to ob- 
fbrve, that the truths which are bed fitted 
to touch the heart, and to influence the life, 
are univerfaily the mod fimple and obvious,, 
and He fo near us, that we need only to 
ftretch forth our hand to take hold of them. 
God knows, that we have much work to 
do, and little time to do it in : and there- 
fore,, that we may lofe no part of it, the 
moft ufeful and neceflary things are feat- 
tered around us with the greateft profufioiu 
Were it otherwife, the opportunity of act- 
ing might frequently pais away before the 
means of adlion were ready. Yet fuch» 
alas ! is our folly and perverfenefs, that 
overlooking what is near, we roam abroad, 
and always grafp moft* eagerly at thofe 
things which are fartheft from us. Thwart- 
ing the merciful defigns of God, we defpife 
common truths, merely becaufe they are 
common ; and wander in purfuit of abftrule 
and intricate fpeculations, which puzzle the 
underftan^ing, and amufe the fancy, but 

leave 
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leave the heart cold and infenfible, How 
much better was the courfe which the A- 
poftle took with thofe who hold the language 
of the text, in order to bring them to a ieijfe 
of their folly ? he doth not go about m queft 
bf remote objedts, nor leek to furpri& . them 
with new and uncommon di&overies : \x&t 
he fiirprifed them moft effectually, by point- 
ing to an pbjedl juft at hand, one view of 
which was fufficient to check their prefump- 
tion, — an objed: which flood always before 
their eyes, though overlooked through the 
S>ride, or inattention, or perverfenefs of their 
:*ninds. 

It hath already been obferved, that the 
^natter of the proje<5i here f eprefented by the 
«Apoflle, is in itfelf plauflble ; and that his 
reproof is chiefly aimed at the form or 
-manner of expreffing it. And if he treated 
this with fo much feverity, what would he 
have faid, had the end propofed been cri- 
minal in its own nature, oV the means of 
obtaining it bafe and difhonourable ? What 
would he have faid to thofe who puzzle 
themfelves with fchemes to get rid . of their 
money, or to throw it away upon the moft 
L 3 ridiculous 
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ridiculous trifles ? who have no higher •ob- 
jects than the fuperfluities of drefs, the 
luxury of entertainments, the multiplicity 
of diverfions, and all the expenfive arts of 
diflipation and fenfuality ? What would 
he have faid to thofe who, in the fame pre- 
fijmptuous ftyle, lay deliberate fchemes for 
low vice and debauchery, for drunkennefs 
and whoredom, and other works of the 
flefh ? What would he have faid to thofe 
who devife methods of making gain by fe- 
cret fraud or open violence ? to thofe who 
pra&ife deceit in buying and felling, or who, 
without either buying or felling, fupport 
a ufelefs and pernicious life by the bafe and 
infamous occupation of gaming ? Compared 
with thefe, the fcheme which the Apoftle con- 
demns is wifdom, and honour, and virtue. 

But the Apoftle doth not reft in cenlu- 
ring what was wrong* He goes on at the 
15th verfe to corredl what was faulty, and 
to fupply what was defective. ,"** For that 
iC ye ought to fay," adds he, " If the Lord 
w will, we fhall Hve, and do this or that/' 
<r-This amendment, fuggefted by the A- 
poftle, was the \ 

Second 
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Second thing which I prtpofed to confider. 
— And, 

iff. It furnifheth us with a rule by which 
all our undertakings ought to be exami- 
ned. Whatever fcheme we have in view, to 
which we cannot prefix this preface, " IF 
** the Lord will," we may be affuted is e£ 
fentially wrong, and ought to be abandoned 
without delay. There is nothing truly r good 
or profitable to us, for which ^we'may not 
addrefs God by prayer. Let us' then convert 
the views which we have in any underta- 
king into the form of a petition^ and try 
-whether we can, with decency or proprie- 
ty, offer up fuch a petition to God. Let iis 
confider, whether the means by which we 
propofe to compifi thefe views are of fuch 
a nature, that we may afk or expedfc the di- 
vine blefling to accompany them. * Happy 
were it for us, that all our fchemes and pro- 
jects were brought to this teft. We (hould 
then be feafonably delivered from that fatal 
enchantment which firft engageth us in un- 
lawful purfuits, and then ftimufotes us to 
perfift in them againft the remonftrances of 
trar own conferences. 

L 4 Wo 
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We fhould then efcape from thofe fatal 
fnares into which our rafh unadvifed plans 
betray us. For who would dare to lay, 
" If the Lord will, I fhall live," and rob 
and (leal, . game and defraud, opprefs and 
over-reach my neighbour ? Such a con- 
nection of thought would ftartle the mind 
at the very firft conception of luft, before 
it had brought forth fin. And I am per- 
fuaded, that if men were faithfully to prac- 
tife this one eafy and reafonable precau- 
tion, they would at lead avoid many of 
thofe prefumptuous offences, which lay 
wafle the confcience, and deftroy the peace 
of the foul, 

idly y Tfcip amepdmept, which the A- 
poftle fuggefts, teacheth us to confider the 
ihortnefs, and particularly the uncertainty, 
of life, " Ye know not," f^ith he, " what 
." fhall be on the morrow. For what is 
" your lift ? it is even a vapQur which ^p- 
" peareth for a little time, and then yauifhr- 
" eth a\yay." Thus David defcribes f the 
life qfm#^ by thofe things which arq, maft 
ft ail and fi?gi$iy? U* p*We. . ? M for man, 

"hi* 
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<€ his days are as grafs." Nay, as if the 
grafs, which endures for a feafbn, were too 
permanent ai\ object of comparifbn, he im- 
mediately corredls the fimijitude* " As £he 
** flower of the field, fo he flouriflieth :"-«- 
As the flower of the field, which is expo- 
fed to the foot of every paflenger, to the 
tooth of every wild bead, to the ^wanton 
hand of every deftroyer. It is not by rare 
and ftriking events only, that the thread of 
life may be broken. There is no need that 
the thunder fhould break on you t or that 
the fire fhould devour you, or tfot the 
earth fhould open apd fwaljow you up* 
Things far more common and familiar arc 
fufficient for fo eafy a purpofe, as: that of 
cutting off your days. There, is not an ^le* 
ment fo friendly, nor a circumftahce fo 
trifling, that it may not become the mini~ 
. fter of death, Ought not this maaifeft un- 
certainty of life, then; to cool our purfuit 
of earthly proje&s? We are apt to^medi*. 
tate great and complicated fchemes to attain 
wealth, or power, or honour in the world, 
But could we penetrate a little into futurity, 

■.-:■■ we 
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we might perhaps fee our grave opened far 
on this fide of half way to the obje&s of pur 
keenneft purfiiit. " For what is our life ? it 
** is even a vapour that appeareth for a little 
u time, and then vanifheth away. For that 
' u we ought to fay, If the Lord will, we fhall 
u live, and do this or that/' 

3<//p, This amendment, fuggefted by the 
Apoftle, teacheth us to live in an habitual 
dependence on God, not only for life, but 
alfo for adtivity and prudence to carry bur 
lawful defigns into execution. There are 
two aflertions in the ioth chapter of the 
book of Proverbs, which have a feefning 
opposition to each other. At the 4th verfe, 
it is faid, that " the hand of the diligent 
M maketh rich ;" where it would appear, 
that profperity, in our worldly callings, is 
to be afcribed to our own activity and (kill. 
On the other hand, iris aflerted at the a 2d 
verfe, that " the bleffing of the Lord, it ma- 
4i keth rich ; and he addeth no forrow with 
u it." Thefe two aflertions are not oppofed ; 
but the one is fubordinate to the other ; and 
the meaning is, that the hand of the dili- 
gent, by the bleffing of God, is the means 

of 



SERMON VII. 163 

of gaining wealth and honour. According- 
ly, we find that God gave this caution to 
his ancient people. " Beware that thou fay 
" not in thine heart, when thy herds and 
" thy flocks multiply, and thy filver and 
u thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou 
** haft is multiplied, My' power, and the 
" might of my hand hath gotten me this 
".wealth. But thou fhalt remember the 
" Lord thy God, for it is he that giveth 
A< thee power to get wealth." How, often 
dowe fee the bed laid fchemes mifcarry; 
while others, far lefs pattering, fucceed ia 
a wonderful manner ? One man £hall toil 
with inceffant induftry, rife early, and fie 
up late, and eat the bread of carefalnefi, 
and yet all in vain. Another, who, compa- 
red with this man, had neither a head to 
contrive, nor hands to execute, fhall profper 
in all his plans. u I returned, and faw un- 
w der the fun, that the race is not to the 
" fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong ; «ei- 
" ther yet bread to the wife, nor yet riches 
♦ 4 to men of underftanding, nor yet favour 
" to men of fkill j but time and chance hap- 
J* peneth to them all." Men ve too apt 

" to 
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" to facrifice to their own net, and tc\ burn 
" incenfe to their own drag." In great 
mercy, therefore, God denies riches to thofe 
Who may be faid to live for no other end 
but to obtain them ; while, on the other 
hand, they fometimes drop, as it were, in* 
to the lap of others, who have no talents 
and little anxiety to acquire them. Thefe 
obfervations are not meant to difcourage 
induftry or fkill in the management of our 
lawful bufinefe. For it is flill true, not> 
withftanding what hath been faid, that wit 
<lom excelleth folly, as much as light ex- 
celleth darknefs ; and that without proper 
means being ufed, we have no title to.ex- 
pe£k the bleffing of God upon our affairs. 
But they ought to teach us to " commit our 
4i ways unto God," in well doing, to truft 
alfo in him that he may bring it to pafs, to 
" acknowledge him in all our ways, that he 
a may diredt our fteps." — In the 

qth and loft place, This amendment, fug- 
gefted by the Apoftle, teacheth us to refign 
our&lves entirely to the will of God, and to 
fubmit all our fchemes to him, to profper 
or to difappoint them a& feenieth good to 

him* 
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hiin. This is the true fpirit of the text. "If 
u the Lord will, we fhall live and do this or 
" that." Refignation to the will of God frees 
the mind from a grievous bondage, the 
bondage of earthly purfuits and expecta- 
tions. Whatever God wills, is pleafing to 
the refigned foul ; and when a Chriftian 
hath, by prayer and fupplication, made 
known his requefts to God, then the peace 
of God which pafleth all underftanding keeps 
his heart and 'mind through Jefus Chrift. 
Then only is life truly enjoyed, when we 
relifh its comforts, at the fame time that we 
are prepared to part with them. The anxie- 
ties of the worldly man torment him with 
the pangs of a thoufand deaths. His foul 
dies within him as often as he conceives 
the apprehenfion of lofing thofe good things 
which "he would wifh always to enjoy* 
Whereas he -wl>o hath refigned his will 
to the will of God, 4< eats his bread with 
H joy, and drinks his wine with a merry 
£ heart." Even the thought of his dying 
hour throws no damp on the joys of his 
mind. From the contemplation of God's 
goodnefs to him in life, he can pafs without 

terror 
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terror or amazement to the thought of hi* 
prote&ion in the dark valley and fhadow of 
death. Even in that gloomy pafTage, he 
fears no evil ; but commits himfelf to the 
Lord his Shepherd, who will make good- 
nefe. and mercy to follow him all the days 
of his life, and at laft will bring him to 
dwell in his houfe above for ever. 

Thefe are fbme of the inftructions which 
we may derive from the amendment here 
fuggefted by the Apoftle : " For that ye 
" ought to fay, If the Lord will, we fhall live 
" and do this or that." 

From what hath been faid, let us learn, 
in the 

ift place, To guard againft that extrava- 
gance in laying down fchemes for the 
time to come, which, upon cool reflexion, 
appears fo unjuftifiable in the example be- 
fore us. Had the perfons here defcribed, 
upon finding it inconvenient to fet out 
immediately, afked themfelves this queflion, 
What affurance have we of another day? 
this might have given them a timely check. 
But their imagination having taken poC. 

feffioa 
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feffion of the morrow, it carried them for- 
ward without the leaft interruption, brought 
them fafe to the end of their journey, fixed 
their refidence, tranfadted their bufinefs, and 
reaped the profits of the whple enfuing year. 
One prefumptuous ftep leads on to another* 
The firft obje<5l is near, and appears to be 
within bur reach: but if we affure our- 
felves of poflefling that before it actually 
becomes ours, then we fee another objedl a 
little farther on, which appears as near to it 
again j afterwards a third but a little beyond 
that : and thus we proceed ftep by ftep, till 
we have pafled the utmoft bounds of pro- 
bability, before we begin to fiifpedi that we 
have gone any length at all. Let us then, 
in the 

2d place, Realize this awful and important 
truth, That our life is but " a vapour, which 

appeareth for a little time, and then 
" vanifheth away." Die we muft, and we 
know not how foon. Our worldly enjoy- 
ments muft be relinquilhed, our worldly 
plans and projedls muft perifh. " The 
" wind fhall pafs over us, and we {hall be 
" gone, and our place fhall know us no 

" more." 
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<§ more." Nature will look as gay on the 
day of our deceafe as it ever did-; the bufi- 
nefi of the world will go on as brifkly 
as before ; our habitations will make our 
fucceflbrs as welcome as they made us ; and 
even our names, in a few years, fhall perifli 
as if we had never been* What wife man, 
then, would build his houfe on fuch un- 
liable fand ? How wretched mull that man 
be, whofe inheritance lies wholly upon earth ? 
What pangs muff he feel at the parting hour? 
with what horror muff he hear the fummons 
of diflRxlution ? 

Let us then be perfuaded to raife our a£* 
fe&ions above the things of the earth to 
thofe things which are above. Let us plan 
for eternity, add let us choofe the unchange- 
able God for our portion. Knowing that we 
have here no continuing city, let us feek one 
to come j a city which hath foundations, 
whofe builder and maker is God. Let the 
Lord Jefus be our leader and guardian; 
under his conduct let us prefently fet out 
for the heavenly Jerufalem ; , and in due 
time he will bring us fafe to the city of the 
great and ufciverfei King, where we fhall' 

continue, 
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continue, not for a year only, but for ever ; 
and where we fhall get pofleffion of £ub- 
ftantistf gain, even that glorious inheritance 
of the faints in light, which is incorrup- 
tible, and undefiled, and which fadeth not 
away. Amen. 
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Exqdus XX. 8. 
Remember the Sabbath day % to keep it holy\ 

THE too general and growing abufe of 
the Chriftian Sabbath mufl render a 
difcourfe on this fubjedl both feaibnable and 
necoffary ; and I propofe therefotfe, in . de- 
pendence on divine aid, 

\Jt % To inquire how far the precept in 
this texc is binding on us. 

adfy, To fhow how this commandment 
ought to be kept or obferved. And, 

2>dly y To enforce the obfervance of it by 
fome motives and arguments. 

Fir/I) I begin with inquiring how far 
this precept of keeping holy the Sabbath day 
is binding on us. 

Although your itated attendance on thi& 

day* 
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flay, for 'the worfhip of/God 4 , may be in- 
terpreted as a publit declaration: on your 
part, that you reckon this commandment 
binding on yo\i r y it the inquiry L have pro*- 
pofed is fey 310. means Superfluous. We are 
exhorted in Scripturej!iiot only u to fan&ify 
44 the Lord God in. our hearts," \>ut like- 
wife " ito be always ready to give ad anfwer 
** to every man who afketh us a reafon of 
€4 . the hope thatiis in us."- And if we 
ihouldat ail times be ready to declare the 
grounds •. of bun; hope, we fhould certainly 
be at lead equally ready to „ explain and to 
jufbfy the -reafon* "of » our! pra&ice. Be* 
iides, although in the judgement of charity, 
•* which thinkethjao.ciVil," ybitr weekly at* 
tendance on this day for pubjic . Worfhip 
may be fuppofcd to jflow from a feligious 
principle ; yet in pi*r ; prefent fituation,; it i$ 
cafy to conceive, that fomething elfe than a 
ienfe of duty may ,bccafion our; meeting 
together "in this manner. The laws of our 
country -not only permit, but require* the 
pbfervance of the Chriftian Sabbath : fo 
that human authority, the manner of our 
education, a regard .to decency, or even mo- 
M 2 tives 



4 



17* SIER M ON VIIL 

tives inferior to any of thefe, may bring peot 
pie to church who have never feen themfelves 
to be bound by any divine law, to keep 
holy the Sabbath day. And I am forry to 
add, that tliere is too great caufe to fufpe& 
this to be the cafe with many who frequent 
eur religious affemblies, from their defec- 
tive and partial obfervance of this holy 
day. I therefore judge it to be of the higheft 
importance, to let the authority of this pre* 
cept in a clear and ftriking light. For un- 
til we view the Sabbath as a divine institu- 
tion, we fliall never either pay to it that re- 
gard which it deferves, nor reap any fpiri* 
tual advantage from die mdk exa& Joaurard 
obfervance of it. — I fuppoie it will not be 
denied, ia the 

y ift place, That fome part of our time 
fhould be employed in the immediate wor* 
{hip of God. Reafon mud neceflarily teach 
us, that fuch homage is due that Almighty 
Being on whom we depend for life, and 
breath, and all things. In order to fecure 
the regular performance of this worfhip, 
the fame principle of reafon will naturally 
fugged the propriety of allotting certair 

ftatei 
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ftated feafons for that purpofe* If any (hall 
difpute the fceceflity of thit, they will at 
leaft allow us to affirm the expediency of it : 
for it is a common and true obfervation, that 
what is left to be done at any time, is in 
great danger % of being done at no time.-^I 
may likewife take it for granted, in the 

2d place, That the right of determining 
what proportion of time* or what ftated 
feafons fhould be employed in divine wor- 
ship, will be readily admitted «to : belong to 
God. This ii €o evident, that it fcarcely 
needs an illuftratfon. If we can live one 
moment independent of God, we may call 
that moment bur own, and claim the diC- 
pofal of it. But if we cannot drato one 
breath without his aid; if his conftant vi- 
Gtarion is neceffary to preferve us ; the con- 
fequence is unavoidable, that the whole of 
our time is due to God, and that his right 
is abfolute to referve any part of it which 
he pleafeth for his own worfhip. — And this 
leads me to obferve, in the 

3^ place, That God hath a&ually intitfv 
pofed his authority in this matter: and by 
^ cle^r and pofitive la<tor, part of which I 
M 3 hav 
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.hatfe.- now read to you,' hath referred for 

'himfelf one day; in feven ; that he hath con- 

ifecrated or fet apart his portion of our time, 

by his precept, example, and bleffing, for a 

:Jboly reft or -cefTation. from fecular employ* 

'ments, and for fuch a<5te.qf Teligious ? worihip 

and adoration, as creatures, owe to their grea£ 

Creator. 

It is CQufeffed by a,ll *whq admit the infpi-, 
ration; of .the. Old Teftameqt, that this law 
was ftfrUJlly.binding upon the Jews, to whom 
it wa* delivered by th$ raii^iftry of Mofes. 
But fome h&ve made it ?t queftion, whether 
;it continues to be binding under th^ (JJiri- 
:ibaa dil^i^fatipn^ We maintain thffi jf.is 
^jftill in force, in as much as; it contains *a. de- 
claration v of the will of God, that one day 
in feven, or the feventh ,part ot our time, 
jChould be ieparated from common uie, and 
dedicated to religious purppqfes. With re- 
gard, to the particular day to be obferved, 
.all days being alike in themfelves, the, ag- 
pointment of it muft be of a pofitive nature, 
..fn)d may therefore be varied at the ,pl?afure 
v qf ,the Lawgiver. Accordingly we find, 
that in this, circumftance the law hath re 

ceive 
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iti ved "an : alteration. The fev'ehth, or - lift 
day of- >thc' : week? & fttow become 1 A comiti'on 3 
And in commemoration of 1 ourSavSotirV r*i 
furre&ion from^the; dead, the -holy* reft -is 
transferred- t& chfc firtV day of >thi^ week ; 
•which hath everi^fince been called," by way 
-of eniinence, Sf&: I*0Rb's Day. ;; *• Whether 
this remarkable -change is fuffitieArfy iuf^- 
ported. by divinei authority, admits of farther 
inquiry^ What I h^te hitherto ^aid; is only 
intended to prove - otir ' obligation ' to keep 
one day in frfvea holy to the Lord j and ; fob 
this, Ithink*: I have given you -very- fetfefy* 
ing evidence. It is a natural principle, that 
God ought tor be worfhipped ; and as* it is 
highly, neceflary to fecure- th^-performance 
of fuch-to important duty, reaToa ^farther 
teachith us, that forae ilated times nought to 
be fet apart for that end. The right of de- 
termining thefq doth ^certainly ^b&loiig to 
God himfelf; and he hath a&iiatty been 
pleafed to give a plain intimation* of hi* will 
in this matter, claiming, by a diftinft and 
peremptory ftatute, one- whole day i$f»ieven f 
-for the peculiar-: diercifes ofTTfeligkow : wor- 
fbip. Thus far; then; the conunaiKlmcnt is 
M 4 ilrictly 
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ftridtty moral; and therefore (till binding 
upoa U8y ; in as much as it ortly enjdins a na- 
tural duty* and prefcribea the mo(l effectual 
means for fecuring thfe performance of it- 
Having eftablifhed this point, the way lies 
more open to the other fubjed of inquiry ; 
and I exped to find te& difficulty in fatisfy- 
ing you about the alteration of the day. 
Some Chriftians, indeed* have maihtamed, 
that both days ought to be kept ; but I reo- 
,kon there will be no need to guard you *- 
gainft a miftake of this kind. You wiH eafily 
convince your&lves that there is but one Sab- 
bath in the week. 

As to cmr practice in obferving the firft, 
inftead of the laft day of the week, which 
was the Jewifh Sibbath, die reafons of it 
may fee reduced urate* thefe following 
heads. 

". \fi* iVTe learn from. Scripture, that this 
was the day on which the Apoftks. and pri- 
mitive Chriftians held tfeeir fokmn affem- 
bites for th* public exescifes of religious 
*. worihipi. Thus we. rea& Alts xx. 7. that 
~ a upon the firft day of die week, when the 
" difopfea came together to break bread," 

* u e. 
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u*i' to sefebhrte the facraa&ent of our Lord's 
Supper, ^ Paul preached unto them, and 
" continued his fpeech until midhight:" 
whfere it is v obfervablef, that their Meeting 
itogether on that precife day is not fjxskejri of 
aa a thing extraordinary* or inertly dGcafion- 
ul^ but as a Rated and ordinary pffe&ite. It 
was > their cuftoin fo to do $ and Patol being 
" 'on* the fpot* met with them, and prefided in 
their affembly., It farther appears, that this 
was th« day on tfrhifch they iaid ■ lip their 
public charity, and contributed for *he relief 
of their flfcenjy bfethtea;) Attd this- by an ex- 
prefs ipoftolical injuadtion* For thus Paul 
writes to the Corinthiatle/ 1 Cot. xvi. 1, 2. 
^ Now concerning thfr collection for the 
■ a faints, -'ha I have* grtten brdgr to the 
* l churches? of Galatia/etefl 4b dp yer Uj$- 
?? on thjfc^rftxiay of dice week, let ewry one 
? of you lay by him in (bore, as God hath 
« prafpttnediirim, th^t there hie no gathering 
«* when I? come," In this paffage, there is 
not only a pra&ice of the church deftribed* 
but likewiferthe appointment of *n infpired 
Apoftie ratifying and Confirming it. For 
'if the woTds extend to the religious obfer- 

Tance 
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vaoxre of; /that particular day, then v we have 
a plain fcriptural cbmoiand fior.oirf warrant: 
or if they refer.; only to the colle&ing alms 
oil that day, which ip the loweit .fenfe that 
they w$\ bear, ;thc£ dfreceflariLy* imply, that 
this_wa$ a;weeWyohply.day theaj^iufe,; on 
whi.ch GhniUai^ jcj^ied from their;: worldly 
bvifi^^s, : and ptft. together /for the facial 
worfhip of God.r Tbatfjthe A|»^ie juftified 
arid.a^pr^ved of Akwr^rafri^tatti; thereby 
-teftifiedf his opinioa that it was perfeftly 
agreeafeile to the wilLof Chrift^ :n >-. : . : .-: 
.. ^Befidefr, we find that this day > was* in the 
e^rjieft jinjeS, diftinguiihed by of he; title of 
the Lpr4 : s daf r fprrthis jappeara.from Rev* i. 
; 19. -where ;j9hn .inform* the cbiuxhesy /that 
Jhe ",_was\ij& therlS^irit on the Lord's^day ^'— 
•that well-known day,: facred to thd memory 
• of the-iiord Redeemer^r-ttthe da£ on w*hich he 
triumphed. OYcr death, and which lie digni- 
fied, by-hig reihrre&ion, above. klL other days. 
Frpm;t;hpfe;ckou»ftances'takcn> tbgether, it 
t apf*ars* ,that this .change took < place, in the 
•apo^olic-sge; and; that the fibfoxiay cif tfce 
•r week.#as c . then deemed holy ; tar: the, Lard, 
^n4;>%arated frdnpi the reft ibr religions 

purpofes : 



yurpofes: fo that though . we cannot find 
any exptefs command, appointing the alte- 
ration, in So many words ; yet we have 
the moft convincing evidence, : that : it; .was 
either part of the inftru<5lion whifhChrift 
gave to hip; difciples before his afcenfion, 
when he w^s £een of them forty days, as the 
4acred hiftory informs us, and fpake of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God; 
or elfe that it was afterwards enadled ; by the 
Apoftl?«> in .virtue, of their authority derived 
from Chrift,, and under the infallible direc- 
tion, of his bleflfed Spirit, , — . . 

%dlj % There appear to be many great and 
. weighty reafqns for fuch a change. Under 
the Old Teftament, the Seventh day was kept 
•holy in menjory of tta creation, because on 
that day. God refted from t all bis works:, and 
is it not equally reafonable and fit, that the 
firft day fhould be fandtified under the^go- 
ipel difpenfation, feeing on that day . the 
great God and our Saviour refted from all 
the labours of his fuflfering ftate, and rofe 
. from the dead, in teftimony that man's re- 
demption was fully accomplifhed. . . Surely 
^th? renovation of the world, after fin had 

in 
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in a manner broken it in pieces, is a wort: 
as glorious and divine as the firft creation of 
it, and as worthy to be gratefully remem- 
bered by us. 

$dly % It is of fome motftent to obferve, 
that this day has been uniformly kept as the 
Christian Sabbath from the apoftolic age 
down to this prefent , time. This fk<£t is 
proved by th^ concurring teftimony Qf hi- 
ftorians in all the different periods of the 
church. ,At the fame tiipe, they tell us what 
kot difpute* arofe about other matters, par- 
ticularly about the inftitution and obfer- 
vmte bf holy days. We find the Eaftern 
And Wefteri* chttrcheB fo divided with rei- 
gard ttf the time of keeping Eafter, as to 
proeefed to excomttnmicate each other: btit 
tfte htfar of no -centroverfy about obferving 
thefirfl day of the week ; for in this they 
wtre all agreed. Now, what could have 
produced fuch perfect uniformity, efpecially 
ki thofe ages, when there was no Chriftkm 
ifligiftrate to iriterpofe his authority, but a 
clear con virion, and a well-grounded be- 
lief,- that this *raa really a divine inftitution 

delivered 
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delivered by Ghrift, or his Apoftles, to the 
church ? — Once more, in the 
: qtb place, God hath remarkably hallow- 
ed this day, by many a&s of grace -dope to 
his people* when employed in the religidus 
obfervance of it. On this day, when " the 
u difciples were all with one Accord in one 
" place," the Spirit of God defoended upoa 
them, infbmuih that they were filled with 
die Holy Ghoft, to their own unfpeakable 
comfort, and the admiration of all who f^w 
and heard them. On the feme day, u the 
u arm of the Lord was" glorioufly w re- 
« sealed," in the conversion of three thou* 
fand fouls, who were brought from & ftafie 
of enmity to Chrift into the bofom of <the 
xhurch, by the plain and powerful preach- 
ing of the Apoftle Peten On ' this day Johm 
was inspired with the fpirit of prophecy, 
and had vifibk representations of the va- 
rious revolutions in the church of. Chrift* 
down to the final confummation of ail 
things. And in latter times Gdd hath fig* 
nally blefled his people when met together 
oq, this holy day ; making all his goodneft 
jto pais befpre them, and giving them fuch 

views 
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views of his power and glory in the fano 
tuary, that they have been obliged to. fay 
with Jacob at Bethel, " This is no other 
" than the houie of God, and this is the gate 
" of heaven ;" a foretafte of the everlaftirig 
Sabbath, an earned of that reft which re- 
mains for the people of God. And is it to 
be fuppofed, that the holy and righteous 
Governor of the world would countenance 
hi* creatures in a fuperftition of their own 
contrivance, to the open and weekly ne- 
gledl of a plain and pofitive law ? No fure- 
ly : Thefe tokens of the Divine p^efence and 

% favour difpenfed on* this day, are! fure in- 
dications that this is the day which God 
himfelf hath made, and which he hath le- 
parated, by his authority, for the Ghriflian 
Sabbath. 

Thus have I finifhed the firft thing pro- 
pofed in this difcourfe ; which was to in* 
quire how far the precept in the text is 
binding on us : and I hope I have faid 
enbugh to fatisfy every unprejudiced mind, 
that it is ftill in force, as to the great fcopc 

' and defign of it : and that the change of 
the day, which is only circumitantial* 

bears 
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bears ftidi evident marks of divine autho- 
rity, as lufficiently juftify the unifbrm opi- 
nion, and- uninterrupted practice, of* all the 
Chriftian churches.— i— I proceed now to 
the 1 " -" ; ■■""'• v 

/ 
Second thing propofed, Which was to (how 

how this ; commandment ought to be kept 

or obftHed, w Remember the Sabbath day, 

«t6 krep iv'haiy*" 

■ This, 'as it'S the firft, fo it is likewife the 
prtncipal-andmoft important branch of the 
pfreccrpt. Nay, the full' f ope and defign of 
tht! law is .^probably exprefled in thefe few 
figiiifibaht x words/ : for I cannot help think- 
ing, thit the Txwlily reft 'or ceflati6ii c from 
labour, which is afterwards enjoined-, de- 
"riinefo its 'chief valu6"from its fubferviency 
%o J thdfe fpiritual exerdifes by which the 
Sa"bbath is thoft- eminently fan&ified ; and 
that' it ought* principally ttf be confidered as 
a defcription 1 of the means to aid us : in the 
duties of religious worlhip. I think it 
proper to mention this diftin&ion, becaufe 
{bine have contended, that refting from la- 
bour is all that is meant by keeping ho- 
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ly the Sabbath: but fur^ly it pa,nnot he 
thought that God, who is a pure a*nd holy 
Spirit, would deliver a law wifh £uch fo* 
lemnity, for fo mean and low a purpo£b aa 
this. He who fo frequently, declares, that 
the s rites and ceremonies of his own ap- 
pointment were no farther acceptable to 
him than as, they reprefented fpiritual blejf- 
fings, and were improved for promoting ixr- 
ternal purity, cannot be fuppofed to tafca 
pjeafure in mere ina<9ivity, or to hav« ap- 
pointed a weekly day of reft, folely for the 
indulgence of the body* Befides, dps e$* 
preflion of falsifying or keeping pafy $ not 
only imports a feparation from «otamo^ 
ufe, but likewife a confecration to -jl {acred 
or a religious ufe. In this fenfe it is alwayi 
employed in the Old Teftament, either 
when it is applied to the perfons of the 
priefts, or to veffels of the fandtuary j and 
no reafon can be given why it fhould be ta» 
ken in a lower fenfe here, or why it {boul4 
import any thing lefs than that the day i$ 
fet apart for the fervice of God v and ought 
to be employed in the duties of religious 
worihip.— I fhall, in the 
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cplace, Give you a general accoimt o£ 
ilbefe duties. And then we ihall fee more 
pearly, in the 

ad place, What things ought to be avoid- 
ed by us, as inconliltent with the fcope and 
defign of this commandment. 

In general, then, we are bound to fane* 
tify this day, by affembling together for 
(the public worfhip of God, that as many as 
tan .conveniently meet in one place may 
join in paying homage to their common 

rLord; and thm contribute their endeavours 
to make him glorioup in the eyes erf the 
»«torld around them.. „Eor -this > we ought to 
prepare ourfelvea, by the more private ex- 
ercifes of family- worfhip. And becaufe our 
[hearts are naturally indifpofed for fuch divine 
-and heavenly employments, it is both rea- 
sonable and neceffary, that each perfon apart 

- jfhould /fpend a competent time in reading 

-**and meditating on the word of God, and 
-implore his prefence and his bleffing, by 
^humble prayer, in the Secret retirements of 

...the clofet. It will alfo be of confiderable 

nfe* to render thefe feveral kinds of religious 

* worfhip more beneficial to us> that, -when 

Vol. IH. N eccafion 
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occafion offers, we fliould difcourfe together 
<jn divine lubje&s, in order to increafe oxtr 
knowledge of fpiritual things, and to fix up- 
on our minds a more lively fenfe of God and 
of our duty. " 

\ft % I fay, we are bound to fan&ify this 
day, by a punctual and devout attendance 
upon the public ordinances of religion, a£* 
fembling together in the name of the Lord, 
to offer up the facrifices of prayer and 
praife ; to hear his word explained and: ap- 
plied ; and efpecially to partake, as often as 
we have opportunity, of the holy facrament 
of the Lord's Supper, the memorial of our 
Saviour's death* and the pledge of his fe- 
cond coming. In fuch duties as thefe, did 
the people of God in former times chiefly 
employ themfelves on the holy Sabbath. 
Under the old difpenfation, facrifices were 
offered, and incenfe burnt in the temple* % 
and the law was publicly read and explain- 
ed, both at Jerufalem and other cities of Ju- 
dea, where fynagogues were built for that 
very end. After the refurredlion of Chrift, 
the Apoftles and primitive Chriftians met 
together ftatedly on the rfirft day of the 

week, 
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week, that they might join in celebrating 
that great and propitious event, and in per- 
forming other a<5ts of focial religion. And 
ought not we to.fandtify the Lord's day in 
the fame manner ? We are blefled with the 
ordinances of the gofpel regularly, and, I 
hope, purely difpenfed. We have places fet 
apart for public ;woHhip, and are counte- 
nanced in the exerpife of it by lawful au- 
thority; and therefore it muft difcover a 
flrange perverfenefs of temper, and an unr 
pardonable contempt both of God and man, 
to withdraw from the place of public wor- 
£hip, and, on any pretence whatfoever, to re- 
fute to bear a part in fuch a becoming and 
rafcion^l fervice.— But, 

idlfo That the public worfhip may have 
a greater efficacy, and that our minds may 
be better difpofed to epter into it, it is the 
duty of each family, apart to fpend fome 
tiuae both before and. after the public fer- 
vice, in reading the Holy Scriptures, and in 
joining together in prayer and thankfgiving 
to Gpd. Were this pradifed in a ferious 
and devout manner, w,e might expedt to fee 
better/ days, anymore fruitful. and joyful 
N 2 Sabbaths 
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Sabbaths than any we have yet fees* & 
congregation compofed of a number of holy 
families, juft come from converting with 
God at home, to vrorfhip him together ill 
the houfe of prayer, would be hideed a 
lovely fight, and could hot fail to be ho- 
noured with the fpecial marks of divine fa- 
vour. We have' fbme illuftrious examples 
. of family -religion recorded in the- Old 
Teftament: but what chiefly ought to en- 
gage the attention of Chriftians, is, that our 
bleffed Lord himfelf was pleafed to become 
a pattern to us in this matter. In the- inter- 
vals of his public work, we find bun fre- 
quently retiring with his little family, pfeay- 
ing with them, and teaching them to prayv 
and intlru&ing^ thetn in things pertaining 
to the kingdom of God ; in this, as in all 
other things, leaving us an example that 
we fhbuld follow his fteps. Family-reli- 
gion, therefore, a dutyirictfmbenton us at 
all times, mud be in a very pecufatrtinan- 
ner feafonable and neceflary on the holy 
Sabbath. It deferves our notice, too, that 
this command is particularly addreffed to 
heads of* families j- and as- they are exptftffs- 

]y 
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3j enjoined to fuffer. npjbing to be done by 
?p.y. under their infpe^Uon, which is inco%- 
jfiftent with the due obferyance of the Sab* 
bath, this ifljundlion plainly implies, that, 
in their ftation and. qharafter, they ought 
to employ their natural authority, aft well 
as every other means, to promote the greafc 
ends of this holy commandment*— I added f 
in the 

yi place, That as our hearts are natu- 
rally indifppfcd fqr fpiritual exercifes, we 
ought each of us, by ourfelves, to make 
confcience of the fecret "duties of the clofet. 
There we ought to meditate on the mar- 
vellous works of God; on his glorious per- 
fections, as they are difplayed to us, in crea- 
tion, providence, and redemption ; above 
all, on that great 4< myftery of godlinefs, 
" God manifeft in the flefh, juftified in the 
iC Spirit, feen of angels, preached unto the 
" Gentiles, believed on in the world, re- 
" ceived up into glory." In this facred re- 
tirement, we ought to revolve in our minds 
the various fteps of our Lord's humiliation, 
from "his birth at Bethlehem, to his bu- 
rial on Mount Calvary. Thence we fhould 
proceed to view the triumphs of his crofs, 
N 3 where 
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•where lie bruifed the old ferpent's head, 
** finifhed tranfgreflion, made reconciliation 
" for iniquity, and brought in everlafting 
" righteoufnefs." To confirm our faith, 
and increafe our joy, our meditations ought 
to follow this mighty Conqueror, and to 
contemplate him breaking the bands of 
death, and rifing from the grave on this 
firft day of the week, afcending up to hea- 
ven in the fight of his difciples, and fitting 
on the right hand of God the Father ; from 
whence he (hall come, in power and great 
glory, to judge the world in righteoufnefs, 
according to this gofpel which is now 
preached in his name. When, by fuch 
meditations as thefe, our hearts are warmed 
and enlivened, we fhould then, with all hu- 
mility and reverence, approach the throne 
of grace ; imploring thofe mercies which 
we need for ourfelves, and begging a di- 
vine bleffing to accompany the outward 
means of grace, that, with our fellow- wor- 
fhippers, we may be made to tafte of the 
fatnefs of his houfe, and may find his or- 
dinances to be indeed the wifdom and thfe 
power of God, " the favour of life unto 
** life," to our fouls. — The 
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^tb and laft particular which I mentioned, 
is mutual conference upon divine things. 
This k of great ufe to make the truths of 
religion plain and familiar to us. It ftirs 
dp our affedtions, and makes our knowledge 
more lively and more operative, both on our 
hearts and lives. It confirms and ftrength- 
ens our faith, and brings much joy and com* 
fort to our fouls, by fhowing us, that as face 
artfwereth to face in water, fo doth the heart 
of one true Chriflian to that of another. In 
this exercife holy men of old have employ- 
ed themfelves, and met with Angular to- 
kens of divine favour and acceptance. At 
no time f\irely can dfuch conference be more 
feafonabie than on the Chriftian Sabbath : 
and it is owing probably to the negledl of 
this, that the preaching of the word, and o- 
ther parts of public religious fervice, are fb 
generally fruitlefs and unfuccefcful. I have 
thus given you a general account of the 
manner in which the Sabbath ought to be 
fandified. In the next difcourfe, I fhall con- 
fider the prohibitory part of the command- 
ment, and endeavour to enforce the obfer- 
vance of it by fome motives and arguments. 
N 4 SER- 
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Exodus x±. 8. 
Remember the Sabbath day± to keep h bolya 

[The id Sernton on this Text.] 

I Hate already endeavoured to prove^ 
that we are ftri&ly bound by this divine 
precept to keep one day in feven holy 
to the Lord ; and that the change of the 
Sabbath, from the feventh to the firft day 
of the week, on which our Lord rofe from 
the dead, bears fuch evident fignatures df 
divine authority, as are fufficient to juftify 
the uniform opinion, and uninterrupted 
pradlice, of all the Chriftian churches in this 
matter. I have alfo endeavoured to explain, 
the commandment itfelf, jand to give you an 
account of the manner in which the Sab^ 
bath ought to be fan&ified. 1 now pro- 
ceed to confider the prohibitory part of th$ 

commandment, 



SE R M O N IX. 1*97 

approbation of God, and our owaa prefent 
iand eternal happinefs. 

Having thus laid ycmr duty?intekt6;mat&r 

before you, ik only remains, in the 
'. '"£:: ' •; -7 . 

■ third and lafl place, That I rCfckforae the 
.praaioe ;df <ii by fott* motives *nd arge- 
rtacnts^-^And, 

\fi % Allow rae to obferve, thit 'though 
othis commandrn4nt ( were to be eorifklered as 

a mere pofitive tftftitotion, or only W a teft 
-ef our nbediefoce and fobje&ioa to .Gqd ;' 
:fet the portion of time which 'i* v ;th#*tfby 

Separated from -common uie, is fb vrery ano- 
»derate t thafe-we hiv3B-:n^t; the rematdt caufe 
«to'- complain -of ;it. J; am ^fven pegfuaided, 
ithat rwefce ;God to refer the matter .to pur- 

ielves, and,, after having. reprefeilted that he 
\htfd brought us inta being, and would: allow 
'ifcsa certain^ term v£ ilife in his world* -were 
vto afkttosotf hat portion of our time we would 
< 4reefy>tefigh r to his;.difpofal, as atl^pknow- 
iledgerfioit^of his righteous title td^t^e whole, 
/ weiihouldAeafhamedito offer fo little as he, 
: Jfeiath been .pleafed to! demand. I >am apt to 
^ think, Uhat, ;inftead. of every . feypnth d^y, 
:.....l 'we 
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which cannot be done the day before f nor 
delayed till the day following. Thus, for 
inftance, fhould a fire break out on the 
Sabbath, we may and ought to ufe every 
mean to extin'guifh it. Should our enemies 
attack us, it is lawful to refift them : if we 
are at a diftance from church, we may tra^. 
vel as far as is neceflary, in order to heal* 
the word of God, and to join with others 
in public worfhip. For, as our Saviour tells 
us, " the Sabbath was made for man, and 
u not man for the Sabbath ;" and the means 
are never to be fet above the end ; nor is 
refting on the Sabbath to be interpreted €o 
as to exclude the religious employment of 
it. 

In like manner, works of charity and com- 
paffion are lawful on this day. Our Lord 
wrought many miracles of mercy on the 
Sabbath, and vindicated his condudl againft 
thofe who found fault with him, by fuch 
maxims as plainly fhow, that offices of cha- , 
rity are not only allowable but praife-worthy, 
and are perfectly confident with the reft 
1 which is here enjoined. 

JBut then it is abfolutely unlawful to pur* 

fue 
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j%ie our wdridly bufinefs on this day; be- 
caufc this thwarts the great end and defign* 
of the commandment, which ordains the 
feventh part of our time to be ftatedly em-' 
ployed in 'the immediate fervice of God f 
that we may thereby become better ac* 
quainted with him, and' may become more 
fit for an eternal communion with him in 
heaven. The very intention of the law is 
to fet apart a certain proportion of our time 
for the care of our fouls ; which, amidft the 
hurry of our fecular affairs, we are too apt 
to negledl. 

To apply ourfelves therefore to our ordi- 
nary bufinefs on the Sabbath, to talk of it, 
or even to fpend our thoughts on it, is doing 
what we can to fruftrite the gracious defigns 
of the Lawgiver, and muft neceflkrily be of 
infinite hurt and prejudice to our fouls. And 
if our worldly employments, which are not 
only lawful, but even neceffary on other 
days of the week, are criminal on this day, 
you will eafily perceive, that fports and re- 
creations muft certainly be confidered as in* 
eluded in the prohibition : for thefe are ftill' 
more oppofite to the proper bufinefs of the 

Sabbath, 
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fit asd reafonable, aad every way calculated 
(to.give thetrueft fatisfadion, the moft fub- 
lime pleafure, to the foul of .man..— This I * 
ihall il4te as a 

:2^ argument ior enforcing obedience to 
the commandment in the text. What can: 
.be more rational or delightful tp a wett- 
fbnned mind, than to contemplate the won- 
derful works of God in: creation, providence, 
and grace ? What can be more becoming, 
than. to join with others in adoring the per- 
ie&ions of the Father of ottr fpirits, and m 
ascribing that glory which is due to his 
name ? Can any thing be more pleafant, 
than to retire from the hurry of a vain 
world, that without referve we may pour 
tout our hearts, and lay open the fecret de- 
fires of our fouls, in the prefcnee of that 
,great .Being, whofe nature difpofeth him 

• to pity us, and whofe power enable* him 
to,beftow upon us, in the fulleft and moft 
efiedlual manner, every blefling that can 

* promote our moft important interefts ? Can 
. any entertainment be more rational, more 

truly divine, than to read the lively oracles 
of God, and to converfe with our fellow' 

Chriftians, 
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fehriftians, upon the mod interefting bf all 
fabjedts, the falvation of our fouls, and the 
means of fecuririg ail " inheritance incor-. 
il ruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth. 
u not away ?" One fhould think that a bare 
counfel, nay, even a permiffion Id fpend 
one day in feveri in fuch pleafatft and pro- ' 
fitable exercifes, would be regarded as a 
finglilaf privilege that deferved our warmefl 
1 returns of gratitude and praife. The force 
of this argument is not Weakened, becaufe 
thofe who are alienated from the life of 
God have no reliih for the pjeafures*' which 
arife from the exercifes of devotion. It is 
not the reafon of the thing which leads the 
depraved mind to account " the Sabbath a 
" wearinefs;" or to fay* " When will the 
. u Sabbath be over ?" After fix days fpent in 
, provifion for the body, is one day too long 
to care for the foul ? Nay, after deducing 
the time which is neceiiariiy employed in 
fleeping, and eating and drinking, can we 
not find as much in God, in Ghrirt, and in 
heaven, as may afford us entertainment for 
the fcanty remainder of twenty-four hours ? 
Alas, my brethren, how (hall we employ 
Vol. III. O aa 
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an everlafting Sabbath, if one Sabbath iir 
the week is fb tedious and burdenfome? 
Can thoie be candidates for immortal glory, 
who think one day too long for the work of 
heaven, Uriels they relieve themlelves, by 
confuming the greater part of it in idle 

conversation or trifling amufements? 

My 

yi argument to enforce this command^ 
ment, fhall be taken from the many ad- 
vantages which flow from the religious 
dbfervance of the Sabbath. Hereby we 
fhall obtain the blelCng of God r according 
to that large and comprehensive promife, 
Ifaiab lviii. v^ 14. "If thou turn away 
a thy foot from the Sabbath from doing 
€€ thy pleafure on my holy day, and call the 
fi Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, 
" honourable, and ftialt honour hiin, not 
u doing thine own ways, nor finding thine 
" own pleafure, nor fpeaking thine own 
€t words : then fhalt thou delight thyfelf in* 
u the Lord, and I will caufe thee to ride 
w upon the high place* of the earth, and 
<c feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
11 father j for the mouth of the Lord hath 

4C fpokea* 
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ic fpoken it." If we honour God on this 
feparate day, which he claims as his ipecial 
property, then may We * expe<fl to be ho- 
noured by him on the other days of the 
week, which he hath given us for our own 
ufe. The truth' of this hath been frequendy 
experienced by the people of God ; and a- 
mong thefe, too, by fotoe of the moft emi- 
nent charadter, not only for piety* but alfo 
for learning and tafte, and knowledge of the 
world. I (hall mention one who was high- 
ly refpedled in his owfi. time, and whofe 
character and writings are to this day 
univerfally efteemed. The learned Judge 
Hales, fpeaking of his experience * on this 
fubje£, hath thefe words : " I have found," 
. faith he, ' c by a ftri<9*and diligent obferva- 
tion, that a due obferving the duty of this 4 
day, hath ever had joined to it a ble£ 
" fing upon the reft of my time ; and the 
" week that hath been fo begun, hath been 
u bleffed and profperous to me. And, on the 
u other fide, when I have been negligent of . 
" the duties of. this day, the reft of the 
t% week hath been unfuccefsful and unhappy 
u to my fecular employments; fo that I 

O 2 . " covrfd 
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" could eafily make an eftimate of my fuo 
" cefles in my own fecular employments 
" the week following, by the manner of my 
c * pafling this day. And this/' adds he, " I 
" do not write lightly or" inconfiderately, 
Ci but upon a long and found obfervation 
" and experience." — Nay, the right obfer- 
yance of this duty will procure national as 
well as perfonal bleflings : for fo God pro- 
mifed to his ancient church, {Jcr. xvii. 24* 
25.), " If ye diligently hearken unto me, to 
" bring in no burden through the gates of 
" this city on the Sabbath day, but hal- 
" low the Sabbath day, to cio no work 
44 therein; then fhall there enter into the 
gates of this city, kings and princes 
" fitting upon the throne of David, riding 
" in chariots, and on horfes, they and their 
u princes, the men of Judah, and the in- 
n habitants of Jerufalem, and this city fhall 
" remain for ever." I do not mean by 
thefe arguments to bribe you into a merce- 
nary or political obfervance of the Chriftian 
Sabbath. Should you fpend the whole day 
in reading, praying, praifing, or any other 
forms of religious worfhip, merely, or even 
principally from a regard to your own pri- 
vate 
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vate intereft, or the public profperity of the 
nation to which you belong, I muft be Co 
faithful as to tell you, that it would not be 
accepted. Nay, God would number thefe , 
hypocritical fervices among your mod pro- 
voking fins. For it is the heart which God 
requires ; and if that be with-held, he wiH 
accept of no outward homage. But I men*-' 
tion thefe things to fhow you, that Sabbath- 
breakers muft be utterly inexcufable, when 
they tranfgrefs a law, which is not only mod 
reafonable in itfelf, but which hath alfo pe- 
culiar promifes annexed to it, of temporal ' 

profperity and jhappinefs. And with the 

feme view, I am now going to add a 

jtfb confideration for enforcing obedience 
to this commandment, namely, That the 
tranfgreflion of it is attended with many 
fad and fatal confeqiiences. God hath 
frequently punifhed this fin, by infli&ing 
very awful judgements both upon focieties 
and particular perfons. There was an ex^ 
prefi ftatute in the Jewifh law, appointing' 
the Sabbath-breaker to be put to death, 
\Exod. xxxi. 12, 16.); and this punifhment 
was a&ually inflidled upon one who was 

P 3 foun4 
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found gathering flicks on that holy day ; 
" All the congregation brought him with- 
i € out the camp, and floned him with (tones, 
" and he died, as the Lord commanded 
<c Mofes," [Num. xv. 32, 37.). How alarm- 
ing is that threatening, {Jerem. xviL 27. )^ 
u If ye will not hearken unto me to hallow 
f c the Sabbath day, and not to bear a bur- 
" den, even entering in at the gates of Je^ 
" rufalem on the Sabbath day ; then will \ 
*? kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it 
f* fhall devour the palaces of Jerufidem* 
* and it ihall not be quenched," Ac- 
cordingly, Nehemiah imputes all the ca- 
lamities which befel the Jewifh nation to 
$his, as one of the principal fcaufes of God's 
anger againft that people. u Then, (faith 
" he), I contended with the nobles of jydah, 
u and faid unto them, What evil thing is 
u this that ye do, and profane the Sabbath 
" day ? Did not your fathers thus, and did 
" not our God bring all this evil upon us, 
" and upon this cityj yet ye bring more 
< c wrath upon Ifrael by profaning the Sab- 
" bath." And I am verily perfuaded, that 
many of tk$ national calamities with which 
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we have been vifited, may juftly be attribu- 
ted to the fame caufe. Nor is it greatly tp 
be wondered at, when we confider, that this 
fin is not only an a& of rebellion againft thp 
authority of God, but alfo a bold and facrl- 
legious invafion of his property, in apply- 
ing to common ufe that proportion of time 
which he hath referved for himfelf^ ^nd fit 
apart for the immediate exercifes of his wor- 
fliip. 

But befides this, the abufe or negledl bf 
the Sabbath muft be attended with perni- 
cious confequences on feveral other accounts* 
To this gracious inftitution it is in a great 
meafure owing that any fenfe of God, and 
of divine things, is preserved in the world. 
Were this day rendered common, the bulk 
of mankind would foon fink into Atheifm 
or utter profanenefs. What would become 
of the lower ranks in fociety, whofe fervi- 
tude and bodily neceflities oblige them to 
work hard for daily bread, were it not 
for this feparated day, on which they are 
invited and commanded to care for their 
fouls ? I am even afraid, that the ty- 
ranny and covetoufnefs of many maftejrs 
4 would 
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would incline them to deny their fervants 
any leifure whatsoever, either for the reft qf 
their bodies, qr the improvement of their 
minds, had not God, in mercy, mad? a law 
•for jone day of reft and liberty in the week* 
In proportion as this law is defpifed and ne- 
gle&ed, in the faqae proportion will religion 
fall into decay, tl*e impreffipns of pod" be- 
come feeble and languid ; while ignorance, 
brutality, oppreflion, and all the evils which, 
mireftrained corruption can produce, .will 
prevail, and render this earth the very Tub- 
lybs of hell. 

Thefe are all the arguments which I fhall 
at prefent ufe with you, for enforcing the 
obfervance of the Chriftian Sabbath. The 
proportion of time is fo moderate, that eveji 
upon the fuppolition that the duties requi- 
red were painful, there could be no juft 
caufe of complaint. Yet fo far }s this fup- 
pofition from being true, that, on the con r 
trary, the work affigned us qn this holy day 
is moft pleafant and delightful ; infomuch 
that were our minds in a right temper, we 
jyould count it our happinefs to fpend our 
whole time, nay, a whole eternity, in fuch 

heavenly 
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heavenly employment. Befides, the religious 
pbfervance of this holy day is accompanied 
with many fignal advantages, and is a mean 
of deriving the bleffing of God, both upoa 
individuals and communities ; whereas the 
profanation or negledl of it, is ip. every re- 
ipedl pernicious^ both to particular, perfon* 
and to focieties. 

And if thefe things are fo, how many 
who now hear me ought to blufh, and be 
afliaqaed to jift ijp their, faces either before 
God or map ? But as reformation is the great 
pbje<5l which I have in view, I fhall fpare the 
reproof which I once intended to give j and 
inftead of upbraiding you for the time paft* 
J fhall rather intreat you, by the jneeknefi 
and gentlenefs of Chrift, to behave more du- 
tifully for the time to .come. And my exhor- 
tatioji fhall be chiefly directed to parents and 
jnafters of families, to whom the command- 
ment feems to be principally addrefled. It 
is true, the expreffion " within thy gates/* 
may relate to the gates of a city as well as 
of a particular houfe : and then it would 
jntipiate to us this truth, that if is the duty 
of maglftrates to fecure the obfervance of 

this 
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this day, by the exercife of that power and 
authority with which their public ftation 
inverts them. But as there would be lefe 
occafion for the interpofition of civil autho- 
rity, if parents and heads of families would 
mind their proper work, to thefe I ftiall 
more diredlly addrefs what I have to fay. 
And I muft tell you in the name of God, 
that you are ftri&ly accountable, not only 
for your own condtidt, but likewife for the 
condudt of all within your houfes on this 
holy day. Hear how the commandment 
runs : " Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
" it holy : fix days fhalt thou labour and do 

* all thy work ; but the feventh day is the 

* Sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it thou 
*' fhalt not do any work, thou, nor thy fort, 

* nor thy daughter, thy man-fervant, nor 
" *thy maid-fervant, nor thy cattle, nor thfe 

* ftranger that is within thy gates." You 
fee that you are charged with the immediate 
infpe&ion, not only of your children andt 
Servants, but likewife of the ftranger who 
fojourns with you, over whom you have no 
jurifdidkion or authority through the reft of 
the week, 

X 
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I fhould be glad to know what thofe who 
keep houfes of public entertainment think 
of this do&rine. A refpe&ful complaifance 
and readiriefe to fcrve, are "the general dnties 
of your ftation. B^t there is one day of 
the week on which God permits, nay com- 
mands you to take reft to yourfelves, qoA 
to keep your doors fhut againft the idle and 
profane of what rank foever, and to reftraiti 
fuch as neceflky brings to your houfes, 
from every thing that is profane, -either in 
fpeech or behaviour. If any fhall queftion 
your authority, this precept is your charter, 
veiling you with the fame power over the 
ftranger that: is within your gates, as over 
your own children and Servants j and even 
charging you to exercife that power, as you 
would not ipcur the wraA of Almighty 
God. Did you knpw that you pofTefTed fo 
high a privilege ? f hope, for your own 
fkkes, that you did not : and now that I 
have told you the fecret, I pray that God 
may give you wifdoifx and courage to im- 
prove it. 

To conclude : Let all of us be perfuaded 
to pay a proper regard to this divine pre- 
cept. 
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ccpt. If we have any concern for the glory 
of God, for the honour of our Redeemer, 
for the welfare of our country, or for our 
own comfort and happinefs, either in this 
world or the world to come, let us make 
confcience of the important duties of the 
Lord's day, that after having finifhed our 
courfe on e^rth, we may be fixed as pillars 
in the temple above, and may fpend an eter- 
nal Sabbath in the prefence of God and qf 
fhe Lamb. Amen, 
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2 Samuel vi. 20. 
Then David returned to blefs his houfehold* 

FROM the example of this great and 
good man, I propofe to recommend 
10 you the important, but much neglected 
duty of family- worflii p. And Ihave cho- 
fen the example of a king, for two reafons. 

iji y Becaufe the ^dtions of one in that 
elevated ftation are commonly more re- 
garded than thofe of a meaner perfon. " The 
44 poor man's wifdom is defpifed, and his 
" words are hot heard." But if one arrayed 
in royal apparel make an oration from a 
throne, the people fhall give a fhout, faying, 
44 It is the voice of a god, and not of a man." 
This partial regard is indeed a fore evil un- 
der the fun : but in the prefent cafe, it is 
poflible to bring good out of it, by making 

that 
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that pomp ^©r fplendour, which fb often co-^ 
vers the deformity of vice, a mean of throw- 
ing a luflre upon religion, and of rendering 
k thing fo truly excellent in itfelf, iriore i;e- 
lpedlable in our eyes. 

idly> It is but too obvious; that .the negledt 
of family-worfhip prevails chiefly among 
thofe who either are,* or imagine them- 
felves to be of a better rank than others : 
nay, forrie who were punctual in the perform- 
ance of this dfcty while their ftation and cir- 
cmaaftances were low, have been obferved to' 
foy it afide, when, by the bounty of Provi- 
dence,, their ftate became more profperous* 
This prefects us with a very melancholy 
jprofpedl, and threatens nothing lefs than 
the. utter extinction of family-religion. For 
if once it becomes a maxim, that this duty 
is below the rank of a gentleman, then every 
one who affe&s to be thought of that rank 
will forbear it. In this cafe, it is impoflihle 
to forefee wher* the evil may ftop ;* as there 
are few people in the world, who do not 
imagine that they either are, or cfeferve to 
be, of equal confideration with their neigh- 
bours. . I have therefore* thought it nece£* 

fary 
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fafy to pitch upon ndthing lower than & 
foyal example, that the vanity of no ma» 
may take it amift when I call upon him to 
follow it. 

We have an account, in the preceding 
^erfes, of David's bringing up the ark of 
God from the houfe Obed-edonr, into his 
own city. This was done with fhouting,* 
and with the found of the trumpet ; thef 
king himfelf, girded with a linen ephod, at- 
tending the foleqanity, with the higheft ex- 
prefhons of thankfulnefs and joy. When 
the ark was fet in its place, in the midft of 
the tabernacle that was prepared for it, then 
David, as we read in the 17th verfe, offered; 
burnt-ofierings and peace-offerings before 
the Lord, and afterwards difmifled the a£» 
fembly with prefents which he dealt among 
all the people, having firft bleffed them i& 
the name of the Lord of hofts. This he did 
as the Father of his people. But he did not 
{top here; .The duties of his public office- 
and character did not make him forget 
what was incumbent upon him in his pri- 
vate capacity: for, as my text informs us,« 
* Then David returned to blefs his houfe* 
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a hold;" /. e. to pray with them and for 
them, and probably to offer up his family* 
fhankfgivings for the great national mercy 
which he had been celebrating in the public 
aflfembly. — From this plain and inftrudiive 
paflagc of Scripture-hiftory, I fhall take oc- 
cafion, in the 

< Firji place, To prove,* that it is the ifl- 
difpenfable duty of all to whom God hath 
given families, to worfhip God publicly in 
their own houfes; or, that every man is 
bound, According to the example of David,- 
c< to blefs his houfehold." In the 

Second place, I fhall fhow you the re*- 
ibnablenefs of this duty. And then, in 
the 

Third place, I fhall reprefeht to you the 
advantages which accompany the practice of 
it, and the pernicious confequences which 
mult follow from the negledl of it. 

I begin with proving, that it is the fn^ 
difpenfable duty of all to whom God hath 
given families, to worfhip God publicly in 
their own houfes. This is a truth which : 
even the light pf nature doth very plainly 

teach 
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teach xia. A family is a fociety connected 
together by fuch ftricft ties, that every argu- 
ment far ttie propriety of private prayer, ii 
equally conclufive for that of family»devp« 
tian* Of this eveii the Heathens were fen- 
fible : for befides their tutelar deities, who 
were fuppofed to prelide over cities and na- 
tions, and who had public honours paid to 
them in that chara<Sler, we read of houie* 
hold-gods, whom every private family wor* 
{hipped at home as their immediate guar- 
dians and benefadtors. 

But the light of Scripture affords us a 
more clear aod fatisfying difcovery of out 
obligations to this duty, as well as of the 
proper manner of performing it. It reveals 
to us that great Mediator, by whom we have 
accefs to the throne of grace, and through 
whom all our religious fervices are accepted 
by God. It not only reprefents prayer as a 
privilege which we are permitted to ufc, but 
exprefsly requires it as a duty which we are 
bound to perform. Thus we are com- 
manded, " In every thing, by prayer and 
44 fupplication, with thankfgiving, to make 
4i our requefts known unto God ; to pray 

Vol. III. P « always, 
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a always, with all prayer and fupplication 
* in the Spirit, and to continue in prayer :" 
And it is obfervable, that this laft exhorta- 
tion is particularly addrefled to mailers of 
families, as you may read, (Colojf. iv. i, 2.), 
u Mailers, give unto your fervants that 
" which is juft and, equal, knowing that ye 
" alfo have a Matter in heaven." The A- 
poftle goes on, ttill addrefling them in the 
fame character ; " Continue in prayer, and 
M watch in the fame, with thankfgiving." 
In the fame drain Paul writes to Timothy, _ 
{i Tim. ii. 8.), " I will therefore, that men 
" pray every whefe, lifting up holy hands, 
" without wrath or doubting." And furely, 
if in all places men ought to lift up holy 
hands unto God, much more ought they to 
do fb in their own families, which are im- 
mediately under their care, and for whole 
fpiritual as well as temporal intereft. they 
ought to be chiefly concerned. According- 
ly, we learn from the facred hiftory, that 
this has been the uniform practice of good 
men in all ages of the world. The care of 
the ancient Patriarchs, to keep up family- 
religion, is _ very remarkable. We find A- 

braham 



SERMON X. 2*9: 

brahaffi Tearing up altars wherever he came : 
And fpr what end did he this, but that on. 
thefe altars he might offer facrifices, and call 
upon God with his houfehold ? We have 
another bright example of this in Job, of 
whom we read, (Job i. j%), that " he fent for 
cc his fons and fan&ified them, and rofe, up 
u early in the mornings and' offered burnt— 
" offerings for each of them;":and left it 
Height be thought that this fanpuly-worfbip r 
was only occaiional and accidental, it is abid- 
ed at the clofe of the verfe, "Thus did Job 
* continually." Nor was this peculiar to the 
patriarchal ftate, when each family was a 
chjurch by itfelf ; but the fame good pradlrce 
was continued after the Jews were formed 
into a national church, and had priefts ap- 
pointed to prefide in the public worfhip. 
Thus Jofhua vowed, not only for himfelf, 
but likewiie for his houfe, that they would 
ferve the Lord : which plainly imports a re-? 
folution on his part, to ufe all the means in 
his power to make his family do fo : par- 
ticularly, to worfhip God before them, and 
to take care that, none fhould dwell in his 
houfe, who would x not join in this holy fer- 
P 2 vice. 
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vice. The example of David in the text i* 
abundantly plain ; for though he had priefta 
and Levites about im, yet he did not de- 
volve the work upon them, but he himfelf, as 
head and matter of the houfe, a blefled hia 
« houfehold." 

In the New-Teftament writings it is very 
nfual ta give private families of devout 
Chriftians the name of churches. But fiire- 
ly this would have been a mod improper 
appellation, if God had not been publicly 
acknowledged, and the daily facrifkes of 
prayers and praifes had not been offered in 
them. 

Thefe, I think, are fufficient intimations 
of the will of God in this matter ; and piay 
ferve to convince any man, who acknow- 
ledgeth the divine authority of the Scrip- 
tures, that it is the unqueftionable duty of 
all who have fafriilies, to maintain the wor- 
fhip of God in their houfes. — The reafbn- 
ablenefs of this duty was the x 

Second thing which I propofed to fhow r 
and this, I hope, will appear from the fol- 
lowing eonfiderations; 

tft, 
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i/?, Families are natural focieties, formed 
originally by God, and held together by 
his providence. Previous to ail civil, sr 
religious eilablifliments, families, fubiilted. 
All the obligations which are incumbent oa 
communities of any kind, were ^originally, 
and ilill continue to be, incumbent on p*r r 
ticular families. Were the prefent ftate of 
Ibciety to be difTalved, and the patriarchal 
ftate reftored, it is evident, that family- 
wofrihip would be the only worfhip of God. 
is it poflible, then, that this original obli- 
gation can ever be cancelled ? What is there 
to be pled as a reafori for cancelling it? 
Will yon fay, that the private duty is fu- 
perfeded by the public ordinances which we 
•have the opportunity of attending ? This 
argument might as well be ufed to difprove 
the obligation to iecret and perfonal devo- 
tion: and therefore, by proving too much, 
it proves nothing at all. For can any per- 
fon feriouily be of opinion, that the provi- 
dence of God hath beftowed thefe public ad- 
vantages on us, in order to relax the obliga- 
tions which we owe to him in our houfes, 
' and in our clofets ?— But, 

P 3 idly, 
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idly^ As God is the founder, fo he is like- 
wife the gracious benefadlor of our families. 
All the bleflings which we enjoy flow from 
his bounty, and depend entirely on his fa- 
vour. Surely, * then, if perfonal bleflings 
-claim the private acknowledgements of the 
*peribn who receives them, family bleffings 
ought, in like manner, to be acknowledged 
by united thankfgivings in our houfehoUL 
-Were a man, having -a numerous offspring, 
to receive fome fignal favour from an earth- 
ly benefa&or, by which his circumftances 
were changed from meannefs and want, to 
an eafy or a decent competence ; would it 
not be a natural acknowledgement for him 
to bring his family and 7 children in their 
bed apparel, and prefent them to his bene.- 
fa<5lor, fed and clothed with his bounty, to 
offer him their united thanks ? Would not 
fuch a fcene be delightful on both fides i 
Would it not be enjoyed as a very lovely 
-appearance, even by a mere fpe&ator ? And 
•is there lefs beauty or propriety in the 
fame acknowledgements offered to the God 
in whom we live and breathe, and who 
giveth us all things richly to enjoy ? Doth 

. he 
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lieTfet the hedge of his protection around us, 
and defend us from the many evils to which 
we are continually* expofed ; arid (hall he yet 
have no tribute oi : pfraife offered up frock 
thofe houfes in which he maketh us to 
dwell in fafety ? How difingenuous arid urir- 
reaforfable muft this appear to every candid 
and grateful mind !' ■ N 

* $dly\ As we receive all our family ble£- 
lings frorii God,' fo we are guilty alio of 
many family fins againft him, ^nd ought 
therefore to join together in the penitent 
<:onfeffion of our fins, and in deprecating 
the judgements which we have deferved. In 
a word, whatever reafon there is for fingle 
perfons to worfhip God, there is the fame 
reafon for families to do it. As there are 
perfonal fins, andr wants and mercies, lb 
there are family fins, family wants and 
troubles, family mercies and deliverance 1 ; 
and therefore it muft appear highly reafoti- 
able, that the members of each family 
fliould unite together in humiliation and 
prayer, and thanklgiving. v Thofe who fin 
together, fhould afk forgivenefs together; 
.and thofe whb receive mercies, together, 

P 4 fhould 
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fhould join in praiiing their common bene* 
factor. 

Thus have I endeavoured to ihow, that 
family- worfhip is not only a duty by virtue 
of the divine command, but is fo fit and 
becoming in itfelf, that although die au- 
thority binding us to it were lefs apparent, 
yet every man who allows himfelf to think, 
mult immediately be convinced, by his own 
jreafon and conference, that fuch homage is 
certainly due to God, and that they are 
highly criminal who refufe or negledfc to of- 
fer it. — I proceed now, in the 

Third place, To reprefent to you the ma- 
nifold advantages which accompany the 
practice of this duty, and the pernicious con- 
fequences which flow from the neglect of it* 
,\jl y Then, the pradiice of this duty would 

.be of great ufe to promote even your tem- 
poral and worldly intereft. I addrefs my- 

. ielf to you who are parents or mafters ; 
and fuitely thi* confideration muft appear in 

, your own eyes to merit fome regard. I need 
pot flay to prove to you, that your prospe- 
rity, as well as your comfort, depends very 

\ muph 
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much upon the dutiful behaviour of your 
children, and the fidelity of your fervants. 
This t I fuppofe, you will readily acknow- 
ledge. Now, it is evident to a demonftra- 
tion, that nothing can contribute more ef- 
fectually to this, than the good practice 
which I am recommending to you. Bring 
the fear of God into your families, and that 
will fecure your authority better than any 
thing elfe can do. The influence of a reli- 
gious principle will be as powerful and ope- 
rative, when you are abfent from them 
as when you are prefent, becaufe God is al- 
ways prefent; and confequently the obedi- 
ence which flows from a regard to him, 
mud in every place, .and at all tifties, be 
the fame. Hereby, too, you will gain their 
efteem and love ; which are the mod power- 
ful and permanent of all bonds of duty. 
There is a certain majefty in the image of 
God, which commands reverence to itfelf, 
even from the worft of men. Thus, we are 
told of Herod, (Mark vi. 20.), that he fear- 
ed John, becaufe he knew him to be a holy 
and a juft man. And if this wicked prince 
was fo much overawed by the exemplary 

holinefs 
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holinefs of a mean fubje&, how venerable 
mult a devout parent or mafter appear in 
the eyes of his own family, when,- befides 
that authority which his ftation gives him, 
they iee him adorned with that piety and 
regard to God, which of themfelves would 
dignify him, and render him worthy of 
their efteem and honour ? How muft it 
endear him to their hearts, to behold his 
anxious concern for their welfare ; to hear 
him morning and evening commending 
them to the protection of Almighty God, 
imploring the pardon of their fins, and ear- 
jieftly foliciting the fame bleflings for them 
which he begs for himfelf ? And how muft 
this efteem and love influence their whole 
behaviour, and make them not only faith- 
ful, but cheerful, active, and zealous in eve- 
ry part of the duty and fervice which they 
owe him ? 1 am aware, that many think to 
maintain their authority in their families 
by other fort of prayers than thole I am re- 
commending : I mean, by horrid curfes and 
imprecations j yea, fome are fo abandoned 
as to plead the neceffity of thefe, to ren- 
der their. orders efFe&ual. But this pradice 

muft 
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muft appear (6 abfurd and odious to every 
thinking- perfon, that, I am perfuaded, I 
need not fpend your time in expofing it* 
Such a vile and impious habit muft evident- 
ly deftroy at once all that efteem and love, 
which are the only fure and permanent prin- 
ciples of obedience. Their whole authority, 
therefore, muft lean on the precarious foun- 
dation of a fervile fear, which God, who 
hath the hearts of all men in his hands, can 
-remove when he pleafes ; and then they fhall 
become utterly contemptible, and may curfe 
on without having any perfon to regard 
them, till their own curfes overtake them. 
—But, .... 

idly^ As the pra<£tice of worfhipping God 
in your houfes, would contribute much to 
.your worldly profperity, in the manner I 
have juft now explained ; fo it has likewife 
a manifeft tendency to promote your fpiri- 
tual and eternal intereft. It is not only a 
confiderable branch of that homage which 
you owe to God,- but it may be alfo of great 
xife to reftrain you from fin, and to render 
you cautious and circumfpedfc in every part 
of your behaviour* A man will be afhamed 

to 
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to do any thing againft the honour of that 
God w torn he (o publicly acknowledges be- 
fore ^is family ; and the very defire of ap- 
pearing coaiilient with himfelf in the eyes 
of his children or fervants, will hardly fail 
to produce a" leaik an outward decency, and 
to reltrain him from many of thofe fcanda* 
lot s fins which he might otherwife be in 
danger of committing. So that though fa- 
mily- worihip ferved no higher purpofe than 
to hedge in our practice before our houie- 
hold, i ihould even think that a confider- 
able recommendation of it; and every wife 
and good man mult elleem and value it uffc- 
on chat account. But this is one of the 
leaft of its happy efife&s. The practice of 
this duty would not only render our out- 
ward conduct* cautious and decent, but 
would alfo tindture our minds deeply with a 
fenie of God, and of divine things. It would 
give us greater boldnefs, too, in our fecret 
approaches to the throne of grace. How 
can that man have any, confidence or en-" 
largement ot heart in fecret prayer, whofe 
coufcience reproacheth him with never ha- 
ving honoured that God in public, from 

whom 
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whom lie is now going to afk the moft un- 
merited favours ? It is true, indeed^ that our 
Lord, in great eondefcenfion, granted a pri- 
vate audience/ in the night feafon*, to Nico- 
demus, who had not th6 courage to own 
him in the face of the day. But no man 
hath realon to expe& the fame indulgence 
now. Nay, however uncharitable it may be 
thought, I muft declare it as my opinion, that 
the neglect of public duties gives too juft 
ground to fufpedfc, that thofe of a more pri- 
vate nature are either little minded, or fu- 
perficially performed. For, did you obtain 
accefs to God in fecret prayer, and tafte the 
fweetnefs of holy communion with him in 
your clofets, there can be no doubt that you 
would thereby be difpofed to the duties of 
focial worfhip.— A 

$d advantage of family worfhip is, That 
under the influences of the divine Spirit, it 
is one of the moft e£Fe<5tual means of pro- 
moting the falvatiori of all your household. 
Many godly perfons have afcribed their own 
vital implreflions of religion to their living in 
a devout family : and many a finner, ruin- 
ed by vice and evil habits, has too juft- 
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ly laid the blame of it on the wickednefs of 
thofe with whom he dwelt. What numbers 
of children and fervants have been loft for 
want of that good example which it was 
the duty of their parents or matters to have 
given them ? As in a profane and lenfual 
family there are continual temptations to fin, 
to fwearing, lying, intemperance, and con- 
tempt of God ; fo in a devout well govern- 
ed houfe, there are continual incitements to 
a holy life, to faith, love, fobriety, and hea- 
venly mindednefs. The authority of the 
heads of the family, and the converfation and 
example of all the members of it, are powerful 
inducements to a religious temper and beha- 
viour. As in a well-difciplined army, even 
the cowards are conftrained to ftand to their 
arms, and to adt violently, by the general 
order of the whole ; fo in a religious houfe- 
hold, a wicked' man can fcarcely contrive 
how to live wickedly, but feems to be al- 
moft a faint, by being continually among 
thofe who appear to be faints. O how eafy 
and well paved (if I may ufe the exprefc 
fion) is the way to heaven in fuch a gra- 
cious focicty, in comparifon of what it is^to 

thofe, 
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thofe who dwell in the houfes of the profane 
and fenfual ! In the former, the advantages 
of inftrudtion, authority, example, and con- 
verfation, ate all on the fide of God and re- 
ligion : in the latter, die fame powerful cir- 
cumftances are all on the fide of corrupt na- 
ture, and pufh men forward in the broad 
way that leads to deftru&ion. 

If then you would not be guilty of 
bringing ruin on immortal fouls ; if you 
wifli to havs the bleffing of them who are 
ready to perifh for ever, to come upon 
you ; if you defire that your children and 
fervants fhould be pious and happy { if 
you would have your whole domeftic fo- 
ciety blefTed ; let your houfehold be daily 
confecrated by fervent prayer to Almighty 
God.— The 

j[tb and lafl advantage of family reli- 
gion, which I fhall mention, is its tendency 
to form an holy church and people, and tp 
propagate religion from generation to gene- 
ration. The public ftate of religion in the 
world, muft entirely depend on the care be- 
llowed on the cultivation of it in private 
families. If the nurfery be negle&ed, how 

is 
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is it poffiblc that the plantation fhould pro* 
fper? Such as the families are, of which 
congregations, churches, and kingdoms are - 
compofed, fuch will be the flourifhing or 
the decayed ftate of religion in thefe larger 
communities. And consequently it is as 
clear as noon-day, that the difregard fhown 
to God in our houfeholds, is the fatal 
fource of that amazing corruption of man- 
ners in the prefent age, which almoft every 
one pretends to lament, but almoft none 
fets himfelf in earned to reform. Would 
you then put a flop to abounding iniquity, 
and promote the caufe of God and religion, 
begin at home, and let your Maker have 
that honour in your, families to which he 
is intitled. 

Had we, who minifter in the public 
worfhip of God, only to lay thofe ftones 
in order in the building, which parents 
and matters of families had pirevioufly po- 
lifhed, how eafy and delightful would be 
our tafk ? how comely and beautiful would 
our worfliipping affemblies appear ? how 
pure and comfortable would their com- 
munion be ? But if thefe fhall negledt to 

exert 
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tfxert their proper influence ; if the work 
of hundreds or thoufands fhall be left to be 
performed by one or two, what a tedious 
labour mud it prove 7 ? What effe# cah di- 
vine truths, delivered once a- week, . have, 
unlefs the impreflicm of them be afterwards 
kept alive by family-devotion and domef- 
tic religion ? It is no wonder that a tender 
plant fhould wither and die which is fel- 
dom vifited or watered: and it is as little 
wonderful, that thofe fhould continue wick- 
ed and impenitent, who but once a-week 
come under the influence of a religious -or- 
dinance ; and who neither fee nor heir any 
thing of God, but wheil the dated feafon 
of public inftrudlion returns. If religion die 
in families, how can it live in nations ? Is it 
not an inevitable conference, that all our 
public devotions muft in this cafe dwindle 
away into mere hypocrify, and lifelefs una- 
vailing forms of worfhip ? 

T have thus endeavoured to repreffcht to 
you the manifold advantages which would 
arife from maintaining the worfltyp of God 
in your families. And I have now only to 

Vol. III. QU add, 
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add, that though you were willing to bq 
without thefe advantages, yet this lofs 13 
not the whole penalty which mud attend 
the negledt of that duty. This avowed 
difregard of God will not always pais un- 
punished. The day is coming, when " God 
u will pour out his fury upon the Heathen 
" that know him not, and upon the families 
? that call not upon his name."-— a Con- 
u fider this, ye that now forget God, left 
** he tear you in pieces, when there is none 
« c to deliver." 

I would now conclude the fubjedt by 
preffing you, with all the earneftnefs of 
which I am capable, to ?he performance of 
this neceflary and . important duty, were i$ 
not that I think it may be of ufe to confider 
fome of thofe excufes by which the negledt 
of it is commonly defended. 

Some plead their rank and ftation in the. 
world, but on what principles I could ne- 
yer yet difcover. I cannot conceive any 
principle of reafon more ftrong and ob- 
vious, than that uttered by our Saviour ' 
{Luke xii. 48.), " Unto whomfoever much 
u is given, of him fhall much be required ; 

«< ancj 
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** and to whom men have committed much, 
" of him. will they afk the more." And 
certainly if benefits conferred deferve any 
return* they at leaft deferve thanks : if Gqd 
hath placed us in a more diftinguifhed fta- 
tion, we owe to him a more folcnia and 
devout acknowledgement. Riches and ho- 
nours, inftead of fetting «. man above the 
obligation of family-worflrip, rather bind 
it more ftridtly on him : and that it is be- 
low no man of any ftation whatfbever to 
perform thu'office, appears by the cample 
in my text ; the example of one in the mod 
elevated ftation known among men, return- 
ing from the public worfhip of God to blefs 
his houfehokL 

Others plead, that it has not been the 
practice of their families, and that they are 
not inclined to bring a new cuftom into it;. 
To thefe I anfwer, that the reafon of this 
dtaty is as old as eternity itfelf, and the 
practice of it is as ancient as the firft fami- 
ly of mankind. In every fugceeding age* 
down to the prefent day, there have been 
families in which God was worfhipped, 
*ind there will be fuch until the end of the 
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world. Nay, I dare venture to affirm, that 
there are few now hearing me, whofe fathers 
or grandfathers did not at leaft maintain 
the form of this duty. For, however much 
it is defpifed now, it is certain, that it was 
in reputation about an hundred years ago, 
and generally pradtifed by men of all ranks. 
It deferves, therefore, to be inquired into, 
when, or by whom, and for what caufe, 
this good old cuftom was laid afide ? what 
was the ihameful period in which the wor- 
fhip of God was turned out of door&i to 
make way for irreligiop, and a contempt of 
divine; things ? Then, indeed, a mod bafe 
and diflionourable innovation was made in 
your families : and therefore it muft be 
your glory to reftore things to their ancient 
Hate, and to give the worfhip of God that 
room in your houfes which it formerly pof- 
feffed. 

But if it be really true, that this impor- 
tant duty has been always negle&ed in your 
families, believe me it is now high time to 
introduce it. Your danger is greater than 
you are aware of. Punilhment lofeth no- 
thing by delay j the flower it advances, 

the 
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the heavier ' it will prove. And therefore 
you have reafon to fear* that the wrath of 
God, which has been fo long reftrained, 
fhall af length break forth with double vio- 
lence, if it is not prevented by a fpeedy re- 
formation. 

Another excufe, by which fome defeiid 
their negledt of this duty, is their inability 
to perform it well. They cannot pray to 
God in public in fo decent a manner 
as they would incline. In anfwer to this* 
I need only obferve, that, next to the di- 
vine bleffing, nothing contributes more to 
teach men to pray, than frequent practice 
and ufe. So , that, if upon this account 
you negleft the duty, your inability can 
pafs for nothing elfe than a feigned pretence 
to cover your unwillingnefs : for, were you 
as wilting to learn to pray, as to acquire 
the knowledge of any art, you would 
foon, by diligent endeavours, attain a com- 
petent meafure of this excellent gift. Be- 
fides, if there is firft a willing mind, it is 
accepted according to what a man hath : it 
is the fincerity of your defires which God 
regards, and not the expreffions with which 
Q, 3 you 
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you clothe them : and if you fet about this* 
duty in good earned, and in the beft man- 
ner you can, though perhaps you may come 
fhort of what you wifh, God will both ac- 
cept and aflift you ii* your humble and welt 
meant attempts to honour him. 

Upon the whole, then, may I not hope 
that you will hearken to what I have faid I 
God is now offering himfelf to be your' 
gueft ; and is, by. us,, demanding an entrance 
into your hearts, and into your houfes ;^ 
and can you refolve on refilling him ? Shall 
the great King of heaven thus fland at your 
dpors, and knock, and yet meet with a re- 
pulfe? If the authority of God has any 
.weight with you; if your reafon can pre- 
vail with you ; if your own immortal £buls r 
or the fouls of thofe who dwell with you 
appear worthy of your regard : in a word, 
if duty, gratitude, orinterefl, can move you,: 
all thefe confpire to enforce my exhortation, 
and to plead the caufe of family-worfhip* 
And muft thefe powerful advocates plead in 
vain ? muft they turn evidences againft^you, 
and appear at laft in judgement to condemn 
you ? God fofbid. I defire to hope better 

things 
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things of you, and things that accompany 
felvation, though I thus fpeak. 

May the Spirit of all grace feal thefe in- 
ftrudiions, and powerfully determine you to 
the pra&ice of this duty, that by the exer- 
tife of focial worfhip here below, you may 
be gradually prepared for the more exalted 
Worfliip of the triumphant fociety above, 
who all with one heart, Und one voice, afcribe> 
falvation to him that fitteth on the throne, 
*nd to the Lamb* for ever and even Amen. 
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Matthew vi. 10. * 
Tby kingdom come. 

THE correfpondence between heaven 
and earth is pteferved and conducted 
by Chrift alone : " For no man cometh," 
or can come, " to the Father, but by him," 
{John xiv. 6.) It is he who prefents all our 
homage to God ; it is he who tranfmits to 
him all otir petitions ; and by his hands 
all mercy and grace are conveyed to us. 
Our moft fervent prayers, the devouteft 
breathings of our fouls, muft not only be 
purged from that defilement which cleaves 
to them, but even in their greateft purity, 
they muft be offered up in his cenfer, in or- 
der to their acceptance, and can only afcend 
by the incenfe of his facrifice. 

It 

# Preached before the Society in Scotland for propaga- 
ting Chriftian Knowledge, January 4. 1748* 
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It fhould therefore be our firft care, in all 
our approaches to the throne of grace, to 
folicit the favour of this powerful Mediator, 
and to procure his friendly interpofition in 
our behalf ; and theii we fliall have no caufe 
to dread a repulfe ; for his intereeffion is, 
and muft be, always prevalent. The dig- 
nity of his perfon, his relation to the Father, 
and efpecially the perfection of that facrifice 
upon which his intereeffion is founded, ef- 
fectually fecure acceptance to' us : fo that if 
once we are-fully perfuaded that our requefts 
are framed according to his will, we need 
have no diftrefsful anxiety about their fuc- 
cefs, for he will enforce them with all the 
merit of his own blood : and therefore we 
may confidently hope to obtain what we 
afk, in that time and way which unerring 
wifdom fees beft for us : " For this," fays 
the Apoftle John, " is the confidence which 
" we have in the Son of God, that if we afk 
u any thing according to his will, he heareth 
" us : and if we know that he heareth us, 
" we know that we have the petitions we de- 
u fired of him," 1 John v. 14, 15. 
fi This, my brethren, is an abundant fburce 

of 
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of confolation and joy ; and though our de* 
fires are limited to fuch things as are agree* 
able to the will of our Redeemer ; yet by 
this very limitation our comfort is extended, 
and prayer becomes a privilege of infinitely 
greater value than otherwife it would be. 
An unconfined liberty in our addrefles to 
God, would, in mod cafes (to fuch igno- 
rant and unthinking creatures as we are)* 
amount to nothing better than the choice 
of the means and manner of our own de- 
ftru&ion. {EccL vi. 12.) u For who know* 
u eth what is good for man in^ thip life :" 
Whereas our glorious High Prieft, who is 
perfectly acquainted with our (late, can 
never be at a lofs to know what is good for 
us ; and the coftly proofs he hath already 
given of his mercy and love, leave us no 
room to fufpedt his concern for our welfare. 
The leaft refledtion on his fuffermgs may 
eafily convince us, that he fincerely intends 
Our happinefs, and can difapprove of no* 
thing but what is hurtful to our interefb 
Neither hath he left it to the uncertain con- 
jectures and doubtful reafbnings of our awn 
minds, to find out what is agfMabk to him} 

this 



SERMONS, 243 

this is clearly revealed to us in the holy 
Scriptures : and to render the difcovery of 
it dill more cafy to us, he hath furnifhed 
us with a fhort but perfect model of devo- 
tion, in this comprehenfive prayer which 
he taught his difciples ; by attending to 
which, we may learn from his own mouth 
after what manner we fhould addrefs the 
throne • of grace, and what ought to be the 
matter and order of our defines. Hereby 
the fureft foundation is laid for our confi- 
dence and hope ; and whatever is according 
to this divine pattern, we may afk with full 
aflurance of faith, being confident that he 
who hath fecured for us all the bleffings 
which we need, will certaifaly liften to thofe 
defires which he himfelf hath excited and 
authprifed. " And if we know that he 
u heareth us," we may from thence certain- 
ly conclude, " that we fhall have the peti- 
" tions we defired of hiin." 

I {hall not detain you with any account 
of the feveral parts of this excellent prayer, 
nor the particular defign for which our 
Lord introduced it in this fermon: Only, 
to make way for the inftrii&ions I propofe 

to 
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to lay before you on this occafion, I fhall 
obferve in general, 

That prayer is not only an acknowledge- 
ment of our dependence upon God for the 
blef&ngs we afk ; but it likewife imports a 
fincere refolution on our part, to put our- 
felves in the way of thofe bleffings, and to 
u£e all proper means for obtaining them. 
Thus, when we pray for daily bread, we do 
not mean, that God fhould indulge our 
idlenefs, and feed us in a miraculous way ; 
but only, that he would countenance our 
honed endeavours, and profper them by 
his bleffing, which alone maketh rich. la 
like manner, when we pray, as in my text, 
that the kingdom of God may cpme, we 
certainly intimate our own confent to be 
employed as inftruments in carrying on; 
this defign, and mud be underftood as 
binding and obliging ourfelves, by this peti- 
tion, to do every thing in our fphere, that 
may contribute to promote it. 

Accordingly, I fhall endeavour, in depen- 
dence upon the divine aid, 

Flrjl y To explain and illuftrate the petition 
itfelf. And, 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly, To fliow what may reafonably 
be expedted from us, in confequence of our 

ufing it. Or rather, indeed, what is ab- 

folutely necefTary to prove that we are fin-* . 
cere, when we thus pray, " thy kingdom 
u come." 

It is fcarcely to be fuppofed, that any 
who read their Bibles, can be ignorant of 
iyhat is here meant by the kingdom of God. 
This form of fpeech was very common 
among the Jews, efpecially about the time 
of our Saviour's appearance ; and was ufed 
by them, to fignify that grand revolution 
foretold in ancient prophecy, which was to 
be brought about by the Mefliah, their long- 
cxpe&ed King. Thus we find the Phari- 
fees [Luke xvii. 20.) inquiring " when the 
* c kingdom of God fhould come ;" that is, as 
the context explains it, when the reign of 
the Mefliah fhould commence ? And John 
the Baptift proclaimed the approach of this 
glorious Perfon in the fame ftyle; faying, 
" Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is 
" at hand." (Mattb. iii. 2.) There are feve- 
ral other paflages in the New Teftament, 

where 
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where the fame phraie occurs ; from which 
it doth (till more plainly appear, that by 
the u kingdom of God" is meant the gofpel- 
difpeniation, in which fubje&s were to be 
gathered to God, by his Son, as the recon- 
ciling Mediator, and by him formed into a 
church or fpiritual kingdom, againft which 
the gates of hell fhall never prevail ; which 
is to fubfift on earth, and enlarge itfelf 
in fpite of all oppofition, till at length it 
fhall become perfect in heaven, and triumph, 
in eternal glory. 

Now, this kingdom is either External, 
comprehending ail who make an open pro- 
feflion of faith in Chrift, and fiibmit to the 
ordinances which he hath inftituted ; or In- 
ternal, confitling in that dominion which he 
exercifes over the hearts of his fubje&s, 
converting them by his grace to the faith 
and obedience of the gofpel, enlightening 
their minds, renewing their wills, and pu- 
rifying their affeclions ; filling them with 
" righteoufhefs, and peace, and joy in the 
a Holy Ghoft ;" that is, with true Chriftiaa i 

virtue, and all the blefTed fruits and effe&s I 

of it. And no doubt the petition refpe&s . I 
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both thefe views of the kingdom of God : for 
though the laft, viz/tht dominion of grace 
in the heart, or the kingdom of God within 
us, is beyond companion the mod valuable 
of the two,, and therefore chiefly to be de- 
fired by us ; yet, as this kingdom is intro- 
duced and eftablifhed by means of the ordi- 
nances which Chrift hath appointed, we 
ought likewife to be much concerned for 
the prefervation and enlargement of the 
vifible church, or, that external kingdom 
within which thefe ordinances are difpen- 
fed, and to pray for the one in order to the 
other. 

So that this petition may be confidered, 
as dire&ing us to pray for thefe following 
things : 

ifiy That the gofpel may be 'propagated 
throughout the world, and all nations 
brought to the knowledge of the only time 
God, and of'Jefus Chrift whom he hath 
fent. 

It appears from the prophetic writings of 
the Old Teftainent, that no lefs than uni- 
verfal dominion was promifed to the Lord 
Redeemer, " Afk of me," fays God, (PfaL 

iu 
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ii. 8.), " and I fhall give thee the Heathen 
" for thine inheritance, and the uttermoft 
" parts of the earth for thy pofleffion." It 
was foretold, (Pfal. lxxvi. 8, u, 17.), " That 
u his dominion fhould reach from fea to fea, 
" and from the river to the ends of the 
" earth ; yea, that all kings fhould bow 
a down before him ; and all nations fhould 
" ferve him ; that men fhould be blefled in 
u him, and all nations call him blefled." 
And that remarkable paiTage (Dan. vii. 13, 
14.), is a clear and exprefs declaration on 
this head. " I faw," fays the Prophet, " in 
4t the night vifions, and behold, one like the 
" Son of man came from the clouds of hea- 
" ven, and came to the Ancient of Days, 
" and they brought him near before him ; 
" and there was given him dominion, and 
" glory, and a kingdom, that all people, na- 
" tions, and languages, fhould ferve him." 

Now, it is evident, that the extent of his 
kingdom doth not yet equal thefe magnifi- 
cent defcriptions ot it. There are ftill many- 
dark corners of the earth upon which the 
Sun of Righteoufnefs hath never arifen ; 
others, which were once vifited with his 

healing 
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healing and comforting light, have had their 
candleftkk long removed; and the Jews, 
whofe return to their own Mefliah fhall fb 
remarkably enrich the church, and givefuch 
life and beauty to it, that Paul compares it 
to a " refurredtion from the dead/' {Rom r 
xi. 15.), "do (till retain their prejudice againft 
him, and obftinately refufe fubje<5iion to 
ftim* 

We ought therefore to pray that the gofc 
pel, which hitherto has been confined within 
very narrow bounds, may gradually fpread 
and extend itfelf on every fide, till at length 
it obtain pofleflion of the whole earth, and 
** all the kingdoms of this wprld become 
u the kingdoms of our God, and of : hi* 
" Chrift," (Rev. xi. 15.)-— *W \\r<* / * 

idly^ We are more efpeci^ljy to p£ay r £Qr 
a divine bleffing to accompany the 0^ans of - 
gra^e; ...■■./, - . ; 

That the gofpel may come to mefl, not; £a 
*word only, but alfo in power, and prove e£> 
fe&ual for turning " themfron* darknefa 
" unto light, and from the power of Satan 
" unto God." — That where Chrift doth al- 
ready reign in his external ordinances, there 

V*i,.Iir, R fee 
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he would alfo ere& his throne in the hearts- 
of men, fubduing finners to himfelf, and 
training up his faints, by the influences of 
his holy Spirit, to a meetnefs for ^hat unde- 
filed inheritance which he hath purchafed 
for theni. — And, 

$dly y We are likewife authoriled by this 
petition to pray, that whatever ftands in op- 
pofition to the kingdom of our Redeemer, 
either with refpeiSt to the extent or influence 
of it, may be removed out of the way : 

Particularly, that Antichrift, that " maui 
^ offinandfon of perdition, who oppofeth 
f * and exfflteth himfelf above all that is call- 
" ed God," (2 Tbejf. ii. 3, 4.), and hath long 
been " drunk with the blood of the faints/ 1 
{Rev. xvii. 6.),' may be brought to the 
ground,, and liever arifc any more : that the 
dcluficfas of the falfe prophet, and blafphe- 
mous impoftor Mahomet, which have over7 
fpread fo great a part of the world, may at 
length be detected, and his kingdom of 
darknef* and violence plucked up by th$ . 
roots. 

And though it doth not belong to us to 
choofe the time, or means, qt manner of 

doinj* 
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doing it, for thefe mult be wholly fubmit- 
ted to Him * c who is^ wonderful in counfel 
" and excellent in working ;" yet furely it is 
lawful for us, to defire in general, " that 

* God would arife and fcatter ail his ene<- 
" mies," (Pfal. Ixviii. i.): and even to make 
mention of thofe enemies in particular, 
whom he hath described iu Scripture by 
iuch plain and legible characters, that we 
can be in no danger of miftaking them % 
and to plead, that what he hath pjirpofed 
;and fppken concerning them may be ful- 
filled in the moft fpeedy and effectual man- 
ner. In a word, whatever is conducive to 
the prefent glory of the .Redeemer, and the 
profperity of his kingdom upon e?trth, may 
juftly be comprehended in this petition; 
and it will never ceafe to be of ufe in the 
church, till all the Redeemer's enemies are 
made his footftool ; and then it Ihall be ex* 
changed for that triumphant fong, (Rev* 
xii. io.), " Now is come falvation, and 

ftrength, and the kingdom of our God, 

* and the power of his Chrift; Alleluia! 
" for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. 

* Let us be glad, and rejoice, and give 
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** honour to him ; for the marriage of the 
*' Lamb is come, and his wife hath made 
" herfelf ready," {Rev. xix. 6, 7.). 

Thus have I endeavoured to give you a 
fliort account of the fenfe and import of thi* 
petition. — Let us now proceed, in the 

Second place, To confider more largely, 
what may reafonably be expected from us 
in confequence of our ufing it ; or rather, 
indeed, what is abfolutely neceflary to prove 
that we are fincere when we thus pray, 
■*' Thy kingdom come."-— And, 

\ft y It is neceflary that we flipuld become 
the fubjedts of this kingdom, not in name 
only, bult in deed and in truth* otherwife 
we cannot wifh the profperity and advance- 
ment oHt. 

This King of Zion, who fways a fceptre 
of grace over thofe who cordially fubmit to 
him, is likewife armed with a rod of iron, 
to dafli in pieces his obftinate enemies ; and 
therefore, to all fuch, his coming rauft be 
mod terrible ; and neither their inclination 
nor .intereft will fuffer them to defire it. 
No man can wifli the iricreafe of a power 

which 
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he knows to be oppofite to him* 
efpecially when the oppofition 13 Co great, 
and the difference fo irrecohcileable, as that 
which fiibfifts between the kingdom of Ghrift 
and the kingdom of Satan ; for the one 
inuft neceflarily be buik upon the ruins of 
the other. 

Let u& then, my brethren, throw down 
the weapons of our rebellion, and yield 
ourfel ves to this gracious Sovereign ; and 
then the increafe-of his poorer fhall become 
the matter of our joy; Let Us invite him 
into our hearts, and ere& a throne for him 
there ; or rather, let us Befeeeh him to eredl 
bne for himfelf, to caft down every tihing * 
within us that would exalt itfelf againfl his 
authority, and to take the full and perpe- 
tual pofleffion of our fouls* Let us un- 
feignedly accept of him, in the whole ex^ 
tent of his office as Mediator ; that flang- 
ing related to him as the members of his 
body, we may derive from him wifdom/ 
and righteoufnefs, and- fandtification, and 
fevery thing neceffary to our complete re- 
demption. Let us fecure to ourfel ves a 
tide to the proted&oa and privileges of his 

ft 3 govero- 
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government, by fubmitting to the laws and 
conftitutions of it ; and then it will become 
eafy and natural to us, to pray for th? pro- 
fperity of a kingdom to which we belong, 
and the glory of a Sovereign, who employ* 
all his power and authority for our good* 
—A 

id duty incumbent upon uSj in confe- 
quence of our ufing this petition, is to en- 
deavour, by all the methods we can, to per- 
fuade others likewife to become the fubjeds 
of this kingdom. 

Many, indeed, callChrift, " Lord, Lord} 
" but few," alas ! " do the things which he 
" fays: — they profefs that they know God f 
cc while in works they deny . him,— rbeing 
" abominable* and difobedient, and to every 
" good work reprobate." And fhall not 
this move our pity and compaffion? Can 
we look around us, even within the limits 
of the vifible church, and fee human nature 
expofed in every deformed and fickly fhape? 
Can we behold multitudes of men, ,who 
are called by the name of Jefus, counter-, 
acting the mofl lacred obligations of con- 
faience* and even pouring contempt upon 

"the 
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the only Saviour of loft finners ? Can we 
feq all this, I fay, and not afford our help- 
ing hand ? Do we pray that the kingdom 
of God may come, and will we do nothing 
to introduce it into the hearts of others* 
who by nature are not }efs difpofed to en- 
tertain it, than we ourfelves once were ? If 
we are fincere in ufing this petition, let us 
{how our fincerity, by our endeavours to 
obtain what we afk. Let us labour, with 
all our might, to awaken poor finners to a. 
fenfe of their danger j that they may fly to 
the protection of that merciful Saviour, 
who hath exprefsly faid, " Him that cometh 
* unto me, I will in no wife caft out*" 
{John vi. 37.). 

Various are the. means which may be 
ufed for this purpofe : I {hall mention one, 
which all of us may employ, and that is, au 
holy and exemplary life. There is gran- 
deur and majcfty in the image of God, 
which exads homage to itfelf from every 
heart. There is fomething within us* which, 
in fpite^of our degeneracy, confefles and 
approves of what is right; truth in our 
ipeechj juftice and honefty in our cem- 
R 4 merce 
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merce with others ; patience under affiidtion, 
and pity to the afflicted j a generous con- 
tempt of the world, and a readinefs to da 
good to all. Thefe are virtues which the 
word of men fecretly honour, and the 
pra&ice of them explains them better, and 
enforces them more, than words can do; 
Would we then prevail wkh men to become 
Chriftians indeed, let us draw out Chrifti- 
anity in our lives, and make it vifibie 
to their eyes, and it wiH fpeak for itfelf 
fiiore intelligibly and convincingly thai* 
we can do : for men, by beholding it r will 
fee at once, that it is not only excellent, 
but, by the grace of God, practicable too. 
This is an argument that hath more per- 
fuafion in it than any other can have; and 
then it is recommended to us by our Lord 
himfelf, {Mattb. v. 16.), tt Let your light 

* £b fihine before men," that they may- fee 
" your good works, and glorify your Father 

* which is in heaven." 

3^/y, If we fincerely defire the profperity 1 
and advancement of Chrift's external king- 
dom, we will manifeft this by our endea- 
vours to fuppprt and maintain it where it 

i* 
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is already eftabliflied, efpeeially among "our* 

This is an evidence which maty realfbft-' 
ably be expedited from us ; and, indeed, 
without it, all our profefliotis of love to the 
Redeemer, "and of real* for bis glory, muft 
pafs for vain and flattering pretences, which 
deferve no credit. Webhly mock 'God, 
when We pray that the religion of his Son 
ihay become univerfal, ihd fill the whole 
earth, if at the lame time we do not difccM 
vcr, by our condutft, a hearty concern for its 
continuance in our own land,; yea, if we do 
not adttially refift and oppofe all attempts 
whatever to carry it away from us. *" 

It hath pleafed God to difiinguifh "us by 
our religious privileges above mod other' 
nations in the world. They were purchafed 
by our fathers, with the expence of much 
fcjfeod andtreafure ; and it would be high-' 
ly criminal in us to refign them tamely, but* 
f2r more to throw them away with our own 
hatods: yet' forgive iiie to fay, that they are 
chargeable with a crime not lefs than this,' 
ttfho either openly attempt, or fecretly with* 
to bring one to ■ the 'thfofie of "thefe king* 

doms, 
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<Joms, whole principles oblige him to pull 
down what we apprehend to be the king- 
dom of Chrift, and to carry us back to that 
Antichriflian flavery, -from which we have 
£o happily efcaped. 

There is fuch a manifeft inconfiftency 
between this petition and the practice of 
fuch people, that it is furprifing they do not 
obferve it; and it muft appear ftill more 
wonderful, when we confider that the per- 
ions who are chiefly chargeable with this 
inconfiftency among us, eannot be fuppofed 
ignorant of the meaning of this excellent 
jirayer, which, by their own ordinances, 
they oblige themfelves to ufe fb frequently^ 
and even prefs as a neceflary form upon 
others. But furely to pronounce the word* 
of it cannot be of fuch efficacy as to atone 
for adtions which contradict the fenfe of it;< 
nor indeed do I fuppofe that they expe& 
this from it. I rather believe, that invete- 
rate prejudice and ftrong delufion hinder 
many of them to perceive this obvious in-* 
confiftency. 

But let us, my brethren, " ftand fad iflb 
" that liberty wherewith Ghrift hath made 
, ' 7 "us 
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u -us free, and not fuffer ourfelves to be in- 
c< tangled again -with the yoke of bondage." 
Let us fhow our fincerity in ufing this pe- 
tition^ by refilling all attempts to remove 
the candleftick from among ourfelves: let 
us blefs God for the religious privileges we 
enjoy, and not fuffer them to be violently 
wrefted put of our hands, under any pre- 
tence whatever : let us not even expofe them 
to the fmalleft danger, but guard them as 
the mod valuable part of our property ; and 
efpecially, let us be careful fo to improve 
them, that we may never provoke God him- 
felf to deprive us of them. — In the 

4A& and lajl place,- Let us extend our re* 
g&rds to thofe dark and miferable corners of 
the earth* which are full of the habitations 
of cruelty and wickednefs. 

Let us not only pray, that the gofpel may 
be fent to them ; but let us do what we can 
.to make our prayers effectual, by embrar 
cing every opportunity which the provi- 
de ce of God affords us, of conveying to 
thtr :his ineftimable blefling. It is our ho- 
ne u? and happinefs to have ,a Society for 
^propagating Chriftian Knowledge ere&ed 

among 
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among us by royal letters patent, (and coun- 
tenanced by an annual donation from his 
Majefty of L. iooo Sterling), whofe bufinefe 
it is to attend to this very thing- The pre-* 
grels they have already made, is at once a 
convincing proof of their fidelity* and a ma- 
nifeft token of the, divine favour and accep- 
tance : hitherto, indeed, their pious endea- 
vours have been moftly laid out in the re- 
mote and barbarous parts of our own na-t 
rive land, though they have not been wholly 
confined to thefe. They have been enabled 
to employ fome mifhonaries abroad ; of 
whofe fuccefs among the Indians, efpecially 
of late, they have received fuch agreeable 
accounts* as gives the delightful profpedfc of 
a large acceffion to the kingdom of our Re- 
deemer* The fields are already growing 
white in thofe parts, and promife a rich and 
plentiful harveft, were more labourers em- 
ployed to gather it. 

Here then is an opportunity, which God* 
in his Providence, affords us of obtaining 
the anfwer of our own prayen By this So- 
ciety, he demands a proof of our fincerity, 
and, as it were, offers us the honour to be- 
come 
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coipe fellow -workers, with himfelf, in gain* 
ing new fubje<5ts to his Son. Let us wick 
thankfulnefs embrace the offer, and contri- 
bute as liberal an afliftatice as we can, for 
carrying on this glorious defign. 

You mud all be. fenfible, that your fub- 
(lance cannot be employed to a better pur* 
pofe, nor indeed laid out in a way more truly 
advantageous to yourfelves. This is charity 
to the fouls of men, and, in the nobleft fenfe f 
*< lending to the Lord," (Prov. xix. 17.), who 
will not fail to repay with ufury. 

This is a Certain way of laying c * up for 
" yourfelves treafurts in heaven, where there 
" is no corrupting moth nor ruft, and where" 
*' thieves cannot break through to deal." 
What is thus devoted to the immediate fer* 
vice of the Redeemer, can never be loft to 
the giver, but fllall defcend in fhowers of 
bleffings upon his own head. '* The liberal 
^ foul fball be made fat, and he who watet- 
** eth lhall be watered glfo himfelf," (Prov. 
xi. 25.). 

Such liberality will afford us, in the mean 
time, a mod refined and delicate pleafure ; 
an enjoyment not confined to a day, but 

which 
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which lives and improves . by refle&ion : and 
then it fliull be amply recompenfed at the 
refurre&ion of thejuft, {Dan. xii. 3,), " When 
iC they that are wife fhall fliine as the bright- 
cc nefs of the firmament, and they that turn 
** many unto righteoufnefs, as the ftars for 
4< ever and ever." 

Yea, this will bring down the bleffing of 
God upon our land ; the vigorous profecu-* 
tion of this noble defign will be a better de- 
fence to us than the mod potent fleets or 
numerous armies, as it will engage the Lord 
of Hofts on our fide, " who will be a wall 
* c of fire about us, and the glory in the midft 
*• of us." 

But I hope I need not multiply arguments 
to perfuade you to fb reafbnable a duty : 
the glory of the Redeemer, the falvation of 
precious and immortal fouls, our own pre- 
sent and eternal intereft, all unite their force 
in exciting us to it. Let us then, whilfl we 
pray * Thy kingdom come," do every thing 
in our fphere that may contribute to promote 
it ; and then fhall we triumph in eternal 
glory, when the body of Chrift fhall be com- 
pleted. Amen* 

SER, 
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Psalm li. 18. 

Do good in thy good plcafure unto Zion : build 
thou the walls o/ycrufalcm. 

* 

THERE is an advice becoming the wit 
dom of Solomon (in EccL v< 2.) f " Be 
?- not rafh with thy mouth, and let not 
? 4 thine heart be hafty to utter any thipg 
V before God : for God is in heaven, and 
?* thou upon earth : therefore let thy words- 
« be few." Tq pray to the Mod High God 
is a very folemn thing, even when we view 
him as feated on a throne of mercy* He is 
always prefent with us, whether we think 
of him or not : but when we pray, we, by 
our own deed, place ourfelves in his fight, 
and folicit his attention. And is' not this a 
very folemn and awful thought ? We fpeak 
to one who lpoks immediately into the 

heart, 
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heart, and who requircth " truth in the in* 
" ward parts.*' Nay, we appeal to him as 
the Searcher of hearts, for the truth of every 
word which we utter before him, and chal- 
lenge his omnifcience to take cognizance, 
whether what we fay doth not exprefs the 
real fentiments and defires of our hearts. I. 
fk) ; theatres of our. heart s ; for thefe, and 
not die language in which we clothe them, 
are our prayers to God. Nay, the better 
the words are which we ufe in prayer, the 
mof , e-ifnfdlent is the profanation, if they are 
hot aAimated by the defires which they 
iraght to exprefs.- Too many are apt to 
imagine, that they have fucceeded well in 
the eierdfes of devotion, if they have been 
Able to addrefs God by his proper titles, 
*nd to recoiled thofe words, indited by the 
Spirit of God, in which holy men of old 
fepfefled their defires, and which they com- 
mitted to writing for the ufe of the church. 
Bat they do not coiifider, that the very end 
for which thofe accepted prayers were re- 
Corded, was, to regulat? our hearts itfftead 
0f directing our lips; and that it is pur 
pwft immediate bufinels, when inch peti- x 

tiqjis 
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tions occur to our minds, to try. our hearts 
by them, that we may truly feel what they 
exprefs, before we adventure to prefent them 
to God- / 

It is the charter of hypocrites, whom 
Cod abhorreth, that they " draw near to 
*' him with their mouths, and hpnour him 
u with their lips, while their hearts are .far 
" from him.*' This is to add abufe and.ii*- 
fult to all their other. fins j and,thofe prayers 
.which hare proceeded'from feigued lips, will 
in the great day of judgement, (top the 
mouths of tranfgreffors more efFe&u$lly, 
than all the other oj^ec^es widv which they 
fhall be found chargeable. 

The articles of a man's belief may not 
always be prefent to his mind ; or at leaft 
the pra&ical inferences which may juftly be 
drawn from them, may not be all fo ob- 
vious, , as to command hi# .uniform atten- 
tion. To couqteradl indeed a plain and po- 
sitive law, is fuch flagrant rebellion as ad- 
mits of no excufe : and yet even ip this cafe, 
the iinner may pretend to plead, in allevia- 
tion of his crime, that the law appeared to 
him fo ftriiSt and rigorous, that he could 
Vol. III. S not 



4 



^ 



166 SERMON XIF. 

not bring his mind to content to its de- 
mands. - l 

But what evafion can a man find for con- 
tradicting his own prayers ? Or what ihall 
he be able to anfwer, when God ihall -fay 
to him, " Out of thine - own mouth do I 
* Condemn thee, thou 1 wicked fervant?* 
Every reqiieft which we make to God, is 
not only art explicit declaration, that we 
highly efteem, and ardently defire the - be- 
nefits itfe afk, but like wife implies ab-dbli- 
gation on our part, to put ourfelves in the 
way of receiving whatr we afk, and to ufe 
all the means in our own power to obtain 
it. When therefore we do* ntot endeaivtrar 
to obtain the* 1 bleffings which we 1 a&, J we 
plainly decfere that Ve ; db' not heartily de- 
fire them. Arid 5 by afking what we ;, do not 

* i 

defire to' obtain, wd make it evident that 
'we are prefumptuous difiembkrs, who ufe 
greater freedom'' with tfte : dlUperfeft Being, 
than we dare to ufe witb r, atty of our fellb^ 
mortals, who is pofleflfed of Tiifficient power 
to refent fuch unworthy and abufive- treat- 
ment. 

I have' jutt now read tcryou 'a prayer of 

11 the 
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tfie KfoyklPlklmift, wfcteh to&S-tff us,; I fiip- 
£&&i will hefitate to Mopt. r ft^6iifi(!s of 
t$# 'diffitfdt ij^titafc j^tfhe fe r Wfpe&ln£ 
the fpiritual, the other the temporal; ''^gT- 
IpeVity 6f the people : ove** ^frhifch 'thfc provi- 
deiice of Odd """had pte'eed Hirii ■ ArtcMt 'will 
readily occur to youj : ithat- biitlh ' tWfe'-JT&k 
pdhant interefts of thfe ffctfioET to Mhffil a We 
telori£, ; afe f etoirimended ttf oW #ttfelftidn<iA 
the ' Wryal ; prodlamitidn which Mt& fer 6& |!i$ 
t&^ogeth'dr this : day V' What 'f -prdpofe ^ 
thfe follo^iiig difcoxlrfe, is to mate d few* rfci 
itiaVks, /' ■ "•■V> , "-L •:->■- ■' ' 7 ^- 

' Firft % On the matter 6f David's prayer. ' 

Secondly^ On the order obferved in the pif 
titions contained in it. : :. 

Tbfrdly, On tKe temper of mindr with 
which* this prayer appears to have beefr 
accompanied. I will then fhew what is in- 
ctturibent on thofe who addrefs the fame re- 
qtfcfts tx> 6t>dj ill order to prove the upright* 
nefs of their hearts, and that they fihcerely 
wifli* to obtain what they afk. 

~- : i • " ■ S 2 -I 

■ ■'■.■■■/. i i- * '.<. •,? :. 

- ' ' * P«ach$d December 12. 1776, being die firft pufelic 
F^ft after the commencement of the American war. 
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* • ■ 

I begin with the matter of David's pray\ 
er : " Do good in thy good pleafure unto 
<* Zion : build thou the walk of Jerufa- 
« lem." 

The firft of thefe petitions hath an obvi* 
otts reference to the tribes of Ifrael, confi- 
dered in their fpirkual (late, as a religious 
community, or the true church of God* , 
To thc^fe who are acquainted with the lan- 
guage of Scripture, it will not be needful to 
prove, that this is the common acceptation 
of } the term Zion, when it is ufed in di* 
ftindtion from Jerufalem. Zion was the un- 
alterable ftation of the tabernacle, the city 
of David, and the emblem of that fpiritual 
kingdom which David's Son and Lord was 
to eredt in future times-, The blefling pray- 
ed for by the Pfalmift is, that it would pleafe 
God to do good unto Zion* 

This fhort, but comprehenfive requeft, in 
the mouth of a Britifli and Protectant Chri- 
stian, includes more particulars than the li- 
mits of one difcourfe will permit me to 
enumerate. I fhall feledt a few leading pe- 
titions,, in which all who come under this 
defcription will cordially unite; namely, 

That 
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That God, of his infinite mercy, may efhfct 
folifh and perpetuate what his own right hand 
wrought for us in the days of our lathers* 
at the two. illuftrious seras of the Reforma- 
tion from Popery, and what is . juftfy ftyled 
the Glorious Revolution : That the word of 
the Lord may hate :irce cou*&, and be glo- 
jpfied in thefe lands, as long as, the fun and 
moon endure : That the: great truths of the 
gofpel of Chrift may be faithfully publiflv- 
ed, -and fucceisfully . defended, .both againfi 
the attacks of open enemies, and the fectet 
artifices of thofe who lie in wait to deceive c 
That the ordinances of religion may not? 
dfcly be difpenfed in purity, but may be 
accompanied with power, and rendered ef- 
fectual for the convi&ion of finners, and 
lor building up faints in holinefi and com- 
fort, through faith unto solvation: That 
the wickednefs of the wicked may come: to 
an end, and the jufl: be eftablifbed : That 
the fpirit of dividon may ceafe, and that the 
whole multitude of believers may be of one 
heart and one foul, " following after the 
u things which make for peace,} and things 
* whereby one may edify - another." la 

S 3 fine 



< 



fine, that out Zion may bei*">* quiet: habiV 
* c tetion, ;and'*tabetnadeThafc fhali not be 
**• -taken down, > none off the « : flakes whereof 
•* -flilail '' be »f eittoved, neither any of !thc 
*^<>rds -broken : -that God .may appoint fal-. 
<* *vation fat "waifs and bulwarks to her, and 
a be himfelf *he r glory ita the inidft of her " 

* Clothing her priefts with : righteoufhe^ 
^-'that all 'her feints may fhout aloud for 
**j6y.". In theft, and fuch particulars, caor. 
£fteth thefgood of Zioh. ;•"« Chrift loved his. 
<*- churchy and gave himfelf fdr it, that he 

* might feri&ify and cleanfe it with the 
H waihing of water by the Word, that-hc 
" might prefent it to himfelf a gloripu* 
u -church, not having, fpot or wrinkle, or 
^ any futfh thing, that itjmighc be holy and 
"- wit&tt* t klemifh.'' Far this end he hired* 
and for this end he.dkd, ^That her might. 
*< redeem* us from all iniquity, and purify 
^ unto himfelf a peculiar people, ., ze^Qiis of 
"'good works.?..-. - . -■., ./, , : 
'-V The other petition contained in the text, 
"'♦build th;ou the walls % ofJei^alemi" hftth 
a;«ferencc«grthe civil ?£tate- df the Jewsfa* 
^commonwealth or kujgdqnj, and i$ a 

prayer 
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prayer, .for their, jiftdon&l fa£ety and pro- 
Jpierity, , 

This requeft, Jike the forper, compre- 
hends a great variety c^f partiQijlp.r^ v 

Itr .wjlIL be readily admitted* that a form 
of government, by which the natural rights 
of men are npLoft e$e#Ufdly fecu.red,- and in 
which the impartial. A^mini^ration, 9,f e ft&- 
fc^ilh^d l^ws guards ,the tifi?, the liberty, 
and the. property of $he mean$$ individual, 
m^y, ., .without : ftraifling the metaphor, be 
induced Jujuthe j^ea^of, walls and, bulwark^, 
which contribute at once, to the ,ctefenc& 
and ornament of a city. With regard tp 
the .'.*■, walls or bulwarks" of pur civil con* 
(titatipn,. it gives mp pleafure tp acknow- 
ledge, that they are not only entire, but in 
feveral.j;efpe<5s more fair artd durable .thaij 
thojfe .of any other nation upon earth. I51 
other lands, the walls of government are 
built on the furrender of fome of the moft 
precious rights of huma^i nature : But in 
this happy country, we have not bought 
the protection of government at^fprdear a 
?ate; nor is the hard hand pf the^oppreflbr 
^ther felt or feare^ by the meaoeft member. 
>'; ' S 4 ' pf 



i 



i 7 i S E R M 6 N XH. 

of the community. And* muft not the 
heart of that man then be hard and unfeel- 
ing, who doth not with and pray that fuch 
an invaluable confHtution may ' be built 
up, and preferred entire to lateft genera- 
tions? 

But the expreflion ufed in the text, caltir 
upon us to look with weppmg eyes and 
fbrrowful hearts, upon that awful rent hi 
the Britifh empire, which is the im m ed ia t e 
dccafion of our meeting together at this 
time. We have feefl a cloud rife out of 
die weft, at firft no bigger than a man's 
hand, but, like that which the Prophet's 
fervant faw, it hath overfpread the face of 
heaven, and carried tempeft and defolation 
in its prdgrefs. When t mention this great 
-calamity, I do not mean to fix your atten- 
tion on it as an object which prefents no- 
ting to our view but complicated diftrefs 
and danger. Much as 1 difapprove of that 
fevity which " defpifeth the chaftening of 
* the Lord," I am yet no friend to that 
defpondency which would make us u faint 
" when we are rebuked of him." Ther 
fame etpte&tih in my text, which reminds 
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twr of die alarming breach which we de^ 
plore, doth at the fame time lead us to look 
beyond and above it, to him who is able to 
repair it ; to that God who " hatfh the 
a hearts of all men in his hand*, and 
u ' turned* them as the rivers of 'water*** 
With him it is a final! matter, not only to 
fill up the gap which hath feparated Great 
Britain from her American colonies ; but 
tf it feem good in his fight, he can, with 
infinite eafe, make this temporary fepara- 
ttbn the oiecafion and the means of cftablifh- 
fng a firm and permanent union: an union 
which neither political artifice, por felfifh 
#m\>itwti 9 nor the pride of independence, 
will be able to diffolve. This is the de- 
ferable iflue to which our wiflies may law- 
fully direft us, when we pray in the Ian* 
guage of the Royal' Pfalmift, " Build thou 
44 the walls of Jerufalem." 

Having made thcfe remarks on the im- 
port of David's requefts^ let us attend, in 
the 

Second place, To the order in which they 
are placed He begins with praying for' 

the 
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the good of Zion, and then offers his fupr 
plication in behalf of Jerufalem,. Nor is 
this an accidental or, , arbitrary arrangement^ 
The fame fubordination of temporal to 
fpiritual bleilipgs, is uniforpily obferved 
through the jjrhole of the faired j^cord, 
both in the promifes of God, and in the 
accepted prayers of his people; ^and it der . 
ferves. our nqtice,, that, in this ordpr, we 
are called upon by his Majefty's proclamar 
tion, to conduct the devotional exercifes of 
this day. For, previous to any particular 
re que ft refpedhng the political flats of thp 
Britiih empire, we are admonifhed by onjc 
gracious Sovereign, " To humble ourfelve$ 
" before Almighty God, on account of qnf 
" fins $ to implore Ijds pardon, and to ,£n4 
" up, in the mojt devout $nd falenij} m^n- 
" ner, our prayers and fupplicaiions to the 
" divine Majefty, fpr averting .thole heayy 
" judgements which our pianifold fin$ and 
" provocations have moft juftly deferved." » 
It may be remembered by fome no?jr 
prefent, that in the year 1 759, when Great 
Britain fat as Queen among the nations, 
we were called ; together by a proclamation 

frpnjL 
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ftom the Throne, to return public thanks 
tp. Almighty Qod, for the great and public 
killings which enriched and difUpguilhed 
that menjorable year. 

, ,It was then my obje&, to warn my fellow* 
citizens -againft the criminal abufe of our na- 
tional felicity, by peryerting, into weapons 
of rebellion againft God, the fruits of that 
fujccef? with whicji he, had been pleafed tQ 
favour us. 

;,»Since that time, we have enjoyed a period 
of . very uncommon profperity as a king- 
dpm. While riches have been flowing to 
us frQm all' quarters, luxury and diflipa- 
tion advancing with an equal pace, have 
proved at once the propriety and the negledfc 
of that warning. Enqrjnous fortunes, Sud- 
denly acquired in pur foreign fettlements, 
have accelerated that por.ruption of man^ 
ners, which is the ufual concomitant of 
profperity* Succefsful adventurers, coming 
hon^e with fums almoft beyond the calcula- 
tion of a moderate mind, produce a difdain 
of the flow and fober paths of induftry : 
and a men haftening to be rich fall into 
? f coaptation, apd a fnare, and into many 

* ■" fooliih 
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* fbolHh and hurtftil lulls, which drown 

* them in deftni&ion and perdition." Our 
table hath indeed become our fhare: and 
the uncommon bleflings conferred on us, 
inftead of heightening oar gratitude, have 
only cauied us to forget the hand that be- 
llowed them, and proved the means of alie- 
nating our hearts from God. 

For this abufe of profperity, the land doth 
mourn this day. They mud be blind in* 
deed, who do not fee the uplifted hand of 
God, and even read, on the rod with which 
he hath fmitten us, our national guilt en- 
graved in fuch deep and legible characters* 
that it may truly be faid, •* Our own wick- 

* ednefs hath correded us, and our back- 
tt Hidings have reproved ns." 

Do we complain of the ingratitude of our 
American colonies, which flourifhed fo long, 
and profpered fo much in a (late of union 
tfith the mother-country, and as the free fiib- 
jeds of a free ftate ? In what words can we 
otter our complaints more expreflive, than 
thoie which are pre-occupied, if I may fo 
fpeak, by the great Lord of heaven and earth, 
fo that folemn appeal which k recorded 

{JJmab 
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\yiuabx. 2«), "Hear, O heavens, and give ear* 
cc O earth, for I have nourifhed and brought 
a up children, and they have rebelled againft 
" me." So that the very expreffions with 
which we would naturally reproach our 
wbellious colonifts, may juftly remind up 
of that more aggravated rebellion, whers- 
i?ith we ourfelves are chargeable againft that 
God, who hath not only planted, but che- 
riihed and j>rote<3:ed us in a good land unto 
this day. ' 

J Now whaitfbever things were written &- 
foretime, were written for our admoni- 
tion, upon whom the ends of the world 
are come. God is always the fame, fie 
is in one mind, and none can turn him. 
His love to righteoufnefs, and his hatred of 
fin, are both unchangeable ; and therefore, 
the truth of that aflertion mull be equally 
unchangeable, that righteoufnefs exalteth a 
nation : whereas fin is the reproach, and 
without repentance muft, in the ifTue, be 
the ruin of apy people. Would we then 
pray with acceptance for the peace and 
profperity of our Jerufalerii, let us begin 
with praying for the good of Zion j that it 

may 
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with which they appear to have been ac» 
companied. And .it is obvious* m .general* 
that David had a juft impreffion of his ab- 
iblute dependence on God, and thtt^he did 
not truft in the arm of ilefh, but looked for 
help from God alone. No mam pofleffed 
larger meafures than David, either of poli- 
tical wifdom or warlike fkill ; but he did 
not confide in his /own talents for bv&ding 
or defending the walls of Jerufalem; He 
knew, as he exprefleth it in another of his 
. Pfalms, that u except the Lord build the 
" houfe, they labour in vain th*t ibu#d it; 
" and except the Lord watch the city, thp 
M watchmen waketh in vain.** He therefore 
looks diredUy to the God of Zkm, and com- 
mits Jerufalem, and her walls, to his keep- 
ing, who neither {lumbers >nor flesps, even 
the Creator of the ends bfrthe earth, who 
fainteth not, neither is weary. 

The form of his addlef* doth likewife 
difcover the deep convi&ion he ■ had of his 
own unworthinefs. He pleads -with God, 
as a humble fupplicant, with • that penitent 
and- contrite hearty 6f which he ipeaks. in 
the verfe preceding my text He claims 

nothing 
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frothing upon the terms of juftice, but ap- 
plies folely to the mercy and free favour of 
God, "" Do good/' faith he, " in thy good 
u plea/ure^ unto Zion." 

This expreflion may be further confider* 
ed, as denoting, that fubmiffive and refigned 
frame of fpirit with which he put up his 
requefts both for Zion and Jerufalem. He 
did not ptefume to limit the Holy One of 
Ifrael ; but left it entirely to his own wifdom 
and goodnefs, to grant the matter of his 
prayer at what time, and in what manner, 
or by what means, he fliould choofe. 

In all thefe refpedls, he prefents to ouf 
triew an approved example for our imitation, 
in fimilar. circumftances. 
* It now only remains, that I fhould inquire 
What is incumbent on thofe who adopt the 
Pfalmift's prayer j in order to prove the up- 
rightnefs of theft- hearts, and' that they fin- 
cerely wifh to obtain what they afk« 

I obferved, in the introduction to this 
difcourfe, that every requeft which we make 
to God, is not only an explicit declaration, 
"that we highly efteem, and ardently defire, 
the benefits which we pray for, but doth 

Vol. III. T likewite 
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likewife imply an, obligation and promife ori 
our part to ufe all the means in our power 
to obtain them. 

As to what concerns the public ftate of 
the nation, and the means of building up 
and cementing the walls of our Jerufalem, 
thefe matters I leave to thofe who have the 
cqfrftitutional charge of them* The beft 
aid I can contribute in my fphere, is to 
pray for wifdom to diredt the public coun-* 
fels, and to do what I can for the good of 
Zion ; and in .this you all may and ought 
to be workers together with me* If, thep, 
we have any love for our country, or any 
fincere defire of faving her from impending 
calamity, let us now form hearty and vi-. 
gorous refolutions of correcting and a- 
mending our ways. Let our reformation 
begin in thofe points from which our cor- 
ruption may be traced. Remember, that 
piety towards God is the beft fupport of all 
thofe virtues which form the good manor 
the ufeful citizen. Legiflators may devife , 
what regulations they pleafe ; but if there 
is no fenfe of a God or of a providence 
among the fubjedts, they will never be able 

to 
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18 execute their plans, or to attain their 
fends. Let perfonal reformation, therefore* 
be out firft care ; and having given all dili- 
gence td make our own calling and election 
fure, let us, in our refpedtive ftations, join 
heart and hand to difcourage vice in every 
form, and to promote the interefts of pure 
and undefiled religion in oxir land. — Unlefs 
vre do this, our national faft, inftead of as- 
cending to God with acceptance, will fictk 
down into the meafure of national guilt, and 
'rtill only haftcn the execution of that fatal 
jferitence, " Put ye in the fickle, for the har-* 
" veft is ripe, the prefs is full, and the fat 
iC overflows, for their wickednefs is great;" 
—On the other hand, by turning to God 
through Jefus Chriftj and bringing forth 
fruits meet for repentance, we may not only 
avert thofe h^avy judgements with which we 
are threatened, but on fcriptural igrounds 
may take 'encouragement to hope* that God 
will return in mercy to Zion, * and will yet 
itiake our Jerufalem a praife in the earth, 
Amtn. ....... 
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i Corinthians iv. 7.* 

Who maketb thee to differ from another ? and- 
what baft thou that thou didft not receive ? 



IT is not to be fuppofed,, that anyperfbiz 
endowed with reafon can be in fuipenfe 
for a moment about an anfwer to thefe 
queftions. I am confident, that there is- 
not one in this affembly who is not ready 
to reply,— r It is God alone who maketh tmt 
to differ from any other; and I have nor- 
thing which I did [not receive from his 
bountiful * hand. No ,man who believes 
that God is, will hefitate to eonfefs, with 
the Apoftle James, that "every good gift y 

* and every perfedt gift, is from above, and : 

* cometh down from the Father of lights."* 

Yet 

. * Erefitched before the Managers of the Orphan Hofpital 
»f Edinburgh, Aug ufi 7, 1 77^ 
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Yet fo little attention is paid by the bulk of 
mankind to the confequences of this com- 
monly acknowledged truth, that I fliall 
make no apology, for employing the firft 
part of my difcourfe, in reminding you of 
the evidence by which it is fupported :— ^ 
I fhall then lay before you fome of thofe 
practical leflbnsj equally obvious and im- 
portant, which with eafe and certainty may 
J)e deduced from it: — And conclude with 
that improvement of the fubje<5l which hath 
;a more immediate reference to the occafiont 
of our prefent meeting together at this time. 

Firft, I begin with reminding you, that 
every bleffing we pofTefs is the gift of God, 
and that we have nothing which we did not 
receive from him. 

That this is the cafe with refpeft to nar 
tural endowments, will readily be admit- 
ted. Men are apt Enough to boaft of the 
improvement of their faculties ; but tjie fa- 
culties themfelves are univerfally acknow- 
ledged to be the gifts of God. " There is a 
# fpirit in man," faid Elihu in the book of 

T 3 , J<*, 
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Job, " and the inspiration of the Almighty 
" giveth him underftanding." A quick ap* 
prehenfion, a retentive memory, a lively inva- 
gination, and other mental powers, thefe are 
favours which the great Author of our being 
difpenfeth to whom, and in what meafure, 
it pleafeth him ; and never was any man fb 
arrogant as to pretend, that he beftowed 
thefe qualities upon himfelf. 

It is no lefs evident, that the light of 

divine revelation is an additional blefUng, 

which flows immediately from the fame 

fountain of beneficence; according to that 

grateful acknowledgement of the Pfalmift, 

<* He fheweth his word unto Jacob, his fta- 

u tutes and his judgements unto Ifracl : He 

" hath not dealt fo with any nation." And 

we mull be fenfible, that it is purely owing 

to " the tender mercy of our God, that the 

" day-fpring fronpt on high hath yifited us, 

" to give light to us, whofe fathers fat in 

^ darknqfs and in the fhadow of death, to 

v guide our feet into the way of peace." 

Nay, we are taught, that tfre virtus ^nd 
efficacy of this external light ipuft be wholly 
attributed to the bleffiqg of God. This is 

plainly 
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plainly and ftrongly afferted at the 6th ^nd 
7th verfes of the preceding chapter : *' I 
" have planted, Apollos watered ; but God 
" gave the increafe. So then, neither is he 
* c that planteth any thing, neither he that 
" watereth; but God that giveth the,in- 
" creafe." — — u It pleafed God," faith our 
Apoftle, fpeaking of himfelf, * Gal. i. 15. 
" who feparated me from my mother's 
" womb, and called me by his grace, to 
" reveal his Son in me." And in another 
part 6f his writings, " By the grace of God 
" I am what I am." Nor did thefe exprel- 
lions of humility take their rife from the 
peculiar circumftances of his own convert 
fion ; for he applies the fame principle to 
the Chriftians at Corinth, an4 urgeth it as 
an argument againft every degree of boaft- 
ing or felf- attribution, 1 Cor, i f 26. &c« 
** For ye fee your calling, brethren, how 
" that not many wife men after the flefh, 
tf not many mighty, not many noblei are 
" called. But God hath chofen the foolifh 
$i things of the world, to confound the 
w wife; and God hath chofen the weak 
# things of the world to confound the 
T 4 " thingg 
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M things which are mighty ; arid bafe things 
<c of the world, and things which are defpi-i 
•* fed, hath God chofen, yea, and things 
u which are not, to bring to nought things 
u that are : that no flelh fhould glory in his 
c< prefence." And then adds, " But of him 
cc are ye ia Chrift Jefiis, who of God is 
** made unto us wifdom, and righteoufneft, 
u and fandtification, and redemption: that, 
* c according as it is written, He that glorieth, 
" let him glory in the Lord." 

Were it necefTary to defcend to other par-? 
ticulars that might be named, it wbuld be 
cafy to fhow, that all our advantages, of 
what kind foever, whether they belong to 
the body or outward eftate, are equally de- 
rived from God, and dependent upon him. 
Hear what God faid to Mofes, Exod. iv. n t 
* c Who hath made man's mouth ? of who 
" maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the feeing, 
cc or blind ? have not I the Lord ?" How 
fublime, and how juft, were the fentimepts 
which Hannah exprefled ! i Sam. ii. 3. &c, 
" Talk no more fo exceeding proudly, and 
* c let not arrogancy proceed out of your 
* mouth ; for the Lord is a God of % know? 
. . . * ledge, 
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u ledge, and by him a&ions are weighed.— - 
< c The Lord killeth, and maketji alive : H$ 
" bringeth down to the grave, and brirtgeth 
", up. The Lord maketh poor, kftd tnaketh 
" rich : he bringeth low, and lifteth up* 
" He raifeth up the poor out of the dull, 
" and lifteth up the beggar from the dung* 
u hill, to fet them among princes, and to 
" make them inherit the throne of glory: 
P for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, 
*' and he, hath fet the world upon them." 
And with what humble, but elevated devo- 
tion did David, in the height of his profpe* 
rity, afcribe all that he poffefled to the free 
frounty of God, when he bleffed the Lord, 
find faid before all the congregation of the 
children of Ifrael, " Thine, O Lord, is the 
*' greatneft, and the power, and the glory, 
*' and the vidtory, and the majefty ; for all 
" that is in the heaven, and in the earth, is 
* c thine ; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and 
*' thou art exalted as head above all. Both 
^ ric&es and honour come of thee, and thou 
* c Teig^eft over all ; and in thine hand is 
*■ power and might, and in thine hand it is 
** to make great, and to give ftrength unto 
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a all. Now therefore, our God, we thank 
'* thee, and praife thy glorious name. But 
* l who am I, and what is my people, that 
u we fhould be able to offer fo willingly af- 
**. ter this fort ? for all things come of thee, 
* 4 and of thine own have we given thee.— 
41 O Lord our Gpd, all this ftore that we 
' u have prepared to build thee an houfe for 
* c thy name, cometh of thine hand, and is 
" all thine own." 

I might quote many other paflages to the 
fame purpofe j but you have heard enough 
to fatisfy you that I am fupported by the 
higheft authority when I fay, that all the 
bleffings we poflefs are the gifts of God, 
the effects of his free and unmerited libera- 

r 

lity. 

This do&rine, as I obferved in the en- 
trance, hath pone of the charms of novelty 
to recommend it. But is it on that account 
lefs needful to be infifted upon ? Mod a£ 
furedly it is not. I believe we fhall find, 
upon inquiry, that the mod obvious truths 
are univerfally the leaft regarded, and there- . 
fore have moft need to be frequently brought 
in yiew, that men may be conftrained to 

beftow 
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beftow fome attention upon them, and to 
confider the influence they ought to have 
upon their temper and condudl. I am afraid 
that we judge of fpiritual things in the 
fame abfurd manner that we judge of tem- 
poral things ; I mean, that we put a fanci- 
ful value upon them, and do not rate them 
according to their intrinfic worth and real 
ufefulnefs. 

We fee every day, that earthly things 
are eftimated, not by their ufe, but by their 
fcarcity ; infomuch that, in common lan- 
guage, the words rare and precious are con- 
vertible terms ; though, in fa&, the tilings 
that are truly precious, becaufe mod necef- 
fary, inftead of being rare, are fcattered 
abroad with the greateft profufion. Thus 
doth God difpenfe temporal benefits ; the 
beft, that is, the mod ufeful, are univerfally 
given out in greateft abundance. And it 
may juftly be affirmed, that fpiritual blef- 
fings are difpenfed in the fame way. The 
inoft comprehenfive blefling, the unfpeakabk 
gift of Jefus Chrift, is of all others the moft 
free and liberal, being offered, " without 
f f n^oney and without price/' to ^vcry fin- 
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ner of mankind, without exception ; and 
adtually conferred upon all who, feeling 
their need of a Saviour, are made willing 
to receive and reft upon him alone for par- 
don, and peace, and complete falvation. Iq. 
like manner, the great rules of duty, and 
the truths that are belt adapted to purify 
our hearts and reform our practice, are di£- 
perfed as it were around us in fhe greateft 
plenty and variety. God, who hath ap- 
pointed our work, hath likewife limited the 
feafon for doing it ; and therefore, that we 
may not lofe a moment, the mod ufeful 
and neceflary inftruments of a&ion are laid 
fo near us, that we need only ftretch forth 
our hand, to take hold of them. Were they 
placed at a diftance, the opportunity of aft- 
ing might frequently pafs away before the 
proper means and inftruments were got 
ready. But fuch wife and'effedhial provi- 
fion is made, that no man fhall have it in 
his power to plead this excufe. If any piece 
of duty be left undone, it cannot be owing 
either to the want of a plain rule to diredt 
our conduct, or of fufficient arguments and 
Cflcouragemcnts to move us to adion, bu{ 
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to the inattention, or pride, or ftubbornnefs* 
of our own hearts. 

This affords a glorious .difplay of the 
wifdom and goodnefs of our great Lawgiver 
and Judge. But alas T we thwart his~ mer- 
ciful intentions. Overlooking what is near, 
We foam abroad in queft of other things, 
that lie at thd remoteft diftance from us, 
and have the feebleft influence upon our 
temper and pra&ice. Such is our folly and 
perverfenefs, that, defpifing the* mod impor- 
tant truths, be^aufe they are common and > 
obvious, we run away in the vain pur- 
fuit of abftrufe and intricate {peculations, 
which have no other effedl than to puzzle 
the head, or to warm the imagination, while 
they leave the heart dark, and cold, and in-* 
fenfible. 

To corretfl this falfe tafte, by recalling 
mens attention to the mod fimple and 
* j>ra<5tical truths, ought, in my apprehenfion* 
to be the principal aim of a gofpel*minifter. 
When thefe have got full pofleflion of mens 
hearts, and appear in the fruits of a holy 
life, then, if we find leifure, we may feefe 
after new difcoveries ; but furely neceflity 

{hould 
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trial ; nay, the more accurately it is exami-* 
ned, the ftronger will it appear. Did wc 
keep this fingle principle in our eye, that it 
is God who maketb us to differ \ that aloud 
might be fufficient to give a check to our 
pride, and to infpire us with humility. Did 
we vie?fr all our prefent advantages as gifts 
freely bellowed, to which we had no pre- 
Tious title or claim ; then every additional 
blefling would only remind us of our indi- 
gence before we received it ; and the great- 
er and more numerous the benefits confer- 
red upon us were, the greater debtors fhould 
we judge ourfelves, the more deeply fhould 
tve feel our dependence upon God, and the 
lefs diipofed fhould we be to glory in our* 
felves* 

idly^ From the fame principle, atid with 
equal eafe and certainty, we may deduce our 
Obligation to thankfulnefs and praife. Hu- 
mility and gratitude, thefe kindred graces, 
which conftitute the proper temper of a 
Chriftian, are infeparable companions. They 
give mutual aid and fupport to each other, 
and both take their rife from the perfua- 
£on of this truth. For how can we think 

of 
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of iDur kind and unwearied benefadtor, who 
condefcends to make us the objects of his 
care, who daily loads us with . benefits, 
though he is altogether independent of us, 
and can neither be enriched by our fervices, 
nor ioipoveriflied by the want of them ; 
— how can we think of him, I fay, without 
the moft fervent love, and humble grati- - 
tude? 

2,dly> To humility and gratitude, I add re- 
fignation to the will of God. This was the 
inference which holy Job drew from the 
dodbrine I have been illuftrating : " Shall 
" we receive good at tl^e hand of the Lord, 
<c and fliall we not receive evil alfo ? The 
" Lord gave, -and the Lord hath taken away, 
^ blefled be the name of the Lord." Surely 
if no wrong be done us, we have no right 
to complain. We ought rather to adore 
that goodnefs which at firft bellowed the , 
gift, gave us the comfortable enjoyment of 
it, and continued it with us fo long ; and 
to fay with the faints of old, when our di J 
ftrefs is greateff* u I will blefs the Lord at 
"all times; his praife fliall Continually be 
* in my mouth." — " Wherefore doth a li- 

Vol. Ill, U - « ving, 
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c< ving man complain, a man for the pu- 
" nifhment of his fins ?" — " It is the Lord, 
" let him do what feemeth him good ;" and, 
" Good is the will of the Lord." 

/\tbly. Did we attend to this truth, we' 
fhbuld not dare to employ any means that arc 
unlawful for improving our circumftances, 
or acquiring the good things that belong 
to a prefent world : and even in ufmg the 
means that are lawful, we fhould conftantly 
look up to God for fuccefs, and implore 
his blefling upon our honed endeavours ; 
remembering, on the one Hand, " that the 
" getting of treafures by lying lips, is a va- 
" nity tofTed to and fro of them that feek 
" death; and, on" the other hand, that the 
" blefling of the Lord maketh rich, and he 
u addeth no fbrrow with it." Which leadsr 
me to obferve, 

Stbly^ The importance of enjoying the 
blefling of God, with all the gifts which his 
bounty bellows upon us. From this alone 
arifeth their value, and nothing" elfe can im- 
part to them that fweetnefs which renders 
the pofleflion of them truly defirable. Hap- 
plnefs cannot -be' extratfed from the crtaJ- 

fures 
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tlires themfelves : they are all broken ci- 
tterns that can hold no water : " The eye is 
" not fatisfied with feeing,' neither is the ear 
" filled with hearing." — " He that loveth fil- 
x€ ver, fhall not be fatisfied with filver ; nor 
" he that loveth abundance with increafc." 
Solomon records it as one of the evil^ he 
had feen under the fun, namely, " riches 
" kept for the owners thereof to their hurt." 
And he fuppofeth it a very poflible cafe^ 
that amid ft the greateft abundance of earth- 
ly things, " a man may all his days eat in 
cc darknefs, and have much forrow and 
" wrath with his ficknefs." How awful is 
that threatening, Mai. ii. 2. " If ye will 
" not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart 
" to give glory unto my name, faith the 
u Lord of hofts, I will even fend a curfe 
" upon you, land I will curfe your blefc 
" fings ?" And when this threatening ia 
executed upon any, then " their table be- 
u comes a fnare to them ; and that which 
" fhould have been for their welfare, be- 
" comes a trap," infomuch that their pro- 
sperity proves both the occafion and inftru- 
inent of their deArucSlion : " Whereas the 
U 2 " Lord 
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u Lord blefleth the habitation of the juft ; 
in confequence whereof, " the little that a 
u righteous man hath, is better than the 
4< riches of many wicked." It is a fignifi- 
cant faying of David, PfaL xxxvii. 22. " Such 
u as be bleffed of the Lord fhall inherit the 
" earth." They hold their portion of it by 
a different tenure than other men j they 
poflefs it sis the children of him who is 
Lord of all: and their Father, while he 
feeds them with food convenient for them, 
gives them at once the proper enjoyment, 
and the fandlified ufe of it. This is the 
peculiar privilege of believers in Chrift 
Jefus ; for " as many as receive, him, ta 
€C them gives he power to become the fens' 
" of God, even to them that believe in his 
" name." And as the Apoftle Paul reafons, 
" If children, then are they alfo heirs, heirs 
" of God, and joint heirs with Chrift Jefus :" 
fo that, in the mo ft commop bounties of 
providence, they 'can tafte the fweetnefs of 
ipecial love, and may lawfully confider 
every benefit conferred upon them, as a 
token of their Father's affedlion, and a 
.pledge of that, fulnefs of joy that awaits 

- them 
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them in a future ftate. How much then, 
doth it concern us, even as we regard our 
prefent comfort, " to give all diligence to 
4< make our calling and election fure," that 
on every gift, whether fmall or great, read- 
ing the precious name of him who be (lows 
it, we may have the truerelifh of the pro- 
vifion afforded us in the courfc of our 
journey through this ftrange country, till 
we arrive at our Father's houfe above, 
where we fhall obtain pofleffion of that 
glorious inheritance of the feints, which 
is incorruptible, and undefiled, and fadeth 
not away. 

Thefe are a few of the practical leffons, 
which, with eafe and certainty, may be 
deduced from the dodlrine of my text. 

Permit me now to apply the fubjedt to 
the particular occafion of our meeting toge- 
ther at this time. 

Hitherto I have been fpeaking of the 
bleffings we poflefs as gifts freely be flowed. 
But there is another important light in 
which we ought like wife to 4 view them. 
They are talents committed to us for fpecial 

U 3 ends 
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ends and purpofes; and it is both expedled 
and required that we be diligent and faith- 
ful in improving them, as it becomes 
thofe who mud one day give an account of 

their ftewardfhip. There is an efTential 

difference between God's giving to us, and 
our giving to our fellow-men. We re- 
nounce our intereft in what we give to ano- 
ther: it ceafeth to be ours, and becomes 
the property of the perfon upon whom we 
beftow it. But God giveth nothing away 
after this manner. His giving to his crea- 
tures doth not make the benefit conferred 
a whit the lefs his own than it originally 
was. God is the entire and abfolute pro- 
prietor of all things : they are t his, becaufe 
he made them ; and what is ftyled property 
among men, mud neceffarily be derived, 
limited, and dependent. This dominion is 
fo efTential to God, that he cannot diveft 
himfelf of it. Earthly rulers may refign 
part of the jurifdi&ion that belongs to 
• them. Thus Saul proclaimed, that who- 
foever fhould .fight Goliah the Philiftine, 
and kill him, " he and his Jioufe fhould be 
■■'.'' ?• made 



.S £ R M O N XIII. 303 

u made free in Ifrael." — But no creature 
can be releafed from its obligation to ferve 
God : for abfolute dependence and unlimit- 
ed fubje&ion are fo intimately connected, 
that they cannot exift feparately. As we 
neceffarily depend upon God, fo we are ne- 
cefTarily bound to fubmit to his authority, 
and to ferve him to the xitmoft extent of the 
powers he hath given -us. No creature can 
fay of any thing he pofTeffeth, This is fully 
mine, to difpofe of it as I pleafe. The be- 
nefits conferred upon us, are fo far our pro- 
perty, with refpedt to our fcllow-fervants, 
that, unlefs they can produce an prder 
from the great Mailer of the family, none 
of them may take them from us, neither 
can they righteoufly pofTefs them without 
our confent: but, with regard to God, 
they dill belong to him, and are ours only 
for the ends and purpofes he hath appoint- 
ed. . They were not given merely as an 
jtfms to the needy, but as inltruments ^re 
gi\,en to a feryant for doing his mailer's 
work. This is clearly, expreffed, .1 Pet. iv. io. 
" As every man ' hath received the gift, 
u even fo miniller the. fame one to waothcr, 
U 4 " as 
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u as good ftewards of the manifold grace 
« of God." 

The nature of the gifts bellowed upon 
men plainly fhow, that they were not in- 
tended for pomp, but for ufe : and it ap- 
pears from the manner in which they are 
diflributed, that none of them are bellowed 
to gratify the pride of individuals, but to 
eftablilh fuch a mutual connection and de- 
pendence, as may render every one in his 
place ufeful to the community. We have 
a lively illuflration of this, I Cor. xii. 8. 
etfeq. " To one is given by the Spirit the 
cc word of wifciom ; to another the word of 
*" knowledge by the fame Spirit ; to ano- 
" ther faith by the fame Spirit ; to another 
" the gifts of healing by the fame Spirit ; 
" to another the working of miracles ; to 
<c another prophecy ; to another difcerning 
" of fpirits ; to another divers kinds . of 
" tongues ; to another the interpretation of 
" tongues. But all thefe worketh that one 
"and the felf-fame Spirit, dividing to every 
" man fevei'ally as he will." Thus each 
hath his diftindl office and ufe, that, as it is 
expreflfed, veh 2$. a there fhould be no 

*' fchifm 
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" fchifm in the body ; but that the feveral 
" members fhoukl have the fame cafe one 
" for another," " and maintain mutual love, 
whilft all in their way contribute to the 
good of the whole. — iC Th6 eye cannot fay 
" unto the hand, I have no need of thee: 
" nor again the head to the feet, I have no 
" need of you." To every Gne fomething 
is given, to recommend him to the refpeft 
of others ; and from every one fomething 
is with-held, to keep him modeft and hum- 
ble: for God hath fo ordered the diftribu- 
tion of his benefits, that each may feel his 
need of that excellence which he hath not 
in pofleflion, and at the fame time have the 
aid of thofe gifts, by the miniftry of others, 
which he himfelf wants. 

" The rich and the poor meet together," 
faith Solomon, " the Lord is the maker of 
" them, both." Hence, " he that mocketh 
" the poor" is faid " to reproach his Maker;" 
that is, he throws an injurious reflection 
upon the wifdom and goodnefs of divine 
providence, which hath appointed this in- 
equality of conditions among men, for 
exercifing, on the one hand, the patience 

and 
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and refignation of the poor ; and that -the 
rich; on the other hand, may be furnifhed 
with conftant opportunities of acknow- 
ledging their obligations to God, and their 
dependence upon him for all they poflefs, 
by diftributing what they can fpare from, 
their own neceflary ufes, for the relief and 
comfort of th^r needy brethren. That this 
is the proper improvement of wealth, and 
the purpofe for which it is beftowed, ap- 
pears from Paul's dire&ion to Timothy, 
(i Tim. vi. 17.), " Charge them that are 
" rich in this world, that they be not high- 
" minded, nor trufl in uncertain riches, 

but in the living God, who giveth us all 
" things richly to enjoy : that they do 
" good, that they be rich in good works, 
" ready to diflribute, willing to communi- 
Ai cate ; laying up in (tore for themfelves a 
" good foundation againfl the time to come, 
" that they may lay hold on eternal life/' 
And how provoking it is to God, when 
men abufe the gifts of his providence, we 
learn from that complaint and threatening, 
{.Hof. ii. 8, 9), " She did not know that I 

gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and 

" mul- 
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V multiplied her filver and gold, which 
c * they prepared for Baal. Therefore ■ will 
v 4 1 return, and take away my corn in ! the 
u time thereof, and my wine in the feafon 
u thereof, and will recover my wool and my 
" flax given to cover her nakednefs." 

The application of thefe truths to the 
purpofe for which we are at prefent a£- 
feinbled, is fo obvious, that I am confident 
it muft already have occurred to the mQft 
inattentive of my hearers. Were we to 
confider the good things we poflefs, mere- 
ly as gifts freely beftowed, and left entirely 
to our own difpofal ; yet gratitude fhould 
prompt us to employ them in fuch a way 
as might be moft acceptable to our kind 
and generous Benefadtor. But I am fur- 
nifhed, you now fee, with a more perfua- 
five argument : the plea of gratitude comes 
enforced with the claiin of juftice, while 
regard to our own inter|ft folicits our com- 
pliance with their united demands : " For 
" we muft all appear before the judgement- 
a feat of Chrift, that every one may receive 
" the deeds done in his body, according to 
*" that he hath done, whether it be good or 

« bad." 



3 o8 SERMON XIII. 

u bad." In that day, u unto whomfoever 
a much hath been given, of him alfo much 
u will be required :" and the unprofitable 
iervant, who did not improve the talent 
committed to him, but buried it under 
ground, or wrapt it in a napkin, fhall be 
caft " into outer darknefs: there fhall be 
■* weeping, and gnalhing of teeth." 

Seeing, then, thefe things are fo, ought 
we not to reckon it an additional ground of 
thankfulnefs to God, when, befides the fa- 
vours conferred upon us, he is at any time 
pleafed to afford us an opportunity of em- 
ploying the fruits of his liberality in fuch 
a manner as contributes moft effectually to 
anfwer the higheft and moft important 
purpofes for which they were beftowed ? 
An opportunity of this kind is juft now 
prefcnted to you by the much to be refpec- 
ted Managers of the Orphan Hofpital, at 
whofe defire I addrefs you this day. The 
objeds of their care are there placed in your 
view : and furely to provide for the Chriftiaa 
education of fo many helplefs children, and 
for their decent clothing and maintenance, 
till they be trained up to earn a fubfiltence 

for 
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for themfelves, as it is an exercife of the 
trueft mercy to them, fo it cannot faiJ to 
be highly acceptable to that God who dis- 
dains not to ftyle himfelf the Father of the 
fatherlefs. 

The peculiar excellencies of this fpecies of 
charity were fully illuftrated, on a former 
occafion of this kind^ from that prayer of 
the Pfalmift in behalf of the Jewifh na- 
tion, (Pfal. cxliv. 12.), " That our fons may 
" be as plants grown up in their youth ; 
" that our daughters may be as corner- 
" ftones, polifhed after the (imilitude of a 
<c palace *." Then it was fhown, That a 
permanent provifion for the Chriftian edu- 
cation of deftitute children, is a charity 
which tends to prevent mifery ; and muft 
therefore be preferable to that which only 
alleviates prefent diftrefs, or procures it a 
Ihort and uncertain relief- This is charity 
to the fouls of our fellow-creatures, and 
the nobleft imitation of Him who came 
from heaven to earth, to feek and to fave 

that 

* Dr Erflcine's Sermon, preached before the Managers of 
the Orphan Hofpital at Edinburgh, May 18. 1774. 
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that which was loft. Befides, it is a charity 
which, of all others, is in lead danger of 
being mifapplied or defeated. This renders 
the profpedt of doing good by it in the 
higheft degree probable. And then its in- 
fluence is of the largeft extent ; for while 
it ferves to advance the glory of God, and 
the interefts of pure and unddfiled religion 
in thq, world, it promotes at the fame time* 
in tlie mod effectual manner, the fpiritual 
improvement and happinefs of individuals, 
and even the- temporal profperity of the na- 
tion to which we belong. 

To fuch powerful recommendations any 
addition would be fuperfluous. And they 
who, influenced by thefe motives, contri- 
bute according to their ability for the fup- 
port of an inftitution fo pious and falutary^ 
may be allured, that what they give is, in 
the mod proper fenfe of Solomon's words^ 
" lent to the Lord, and that which they give 
" will he pay them again." 

Upon the whole, then, let it be our firft 
care, to have our own hearts filled with love 
to God, as the Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and our Father in Chrift; for un- 

lefs 
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lefs this be the fource of our charity ta 
others, our beneficence may be profitable 
to them, but cannot avail ourfelvcs. And 
if once this principle be deeply rooted in 
-our hearts, then it will' become eafy, and 
delightful to us, to communicate good to 
our fellow-men, in obedience to thq com- 
mand of God, and in imication of his ex- 
ample. Let us always bear in mind "the 
" grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who, 
" though he was rich, yet for our fakes be- . 
u came poor, that we, through his poverty, 
u might be rich." Let us confider the un- 
certainty of all earthly things, and this will 
difpofe us to employ them with greater, 
cheerfulnefs for the relief and comfort of 
our needy brethren, before they be taken 
from us, or we by death be divorced from 
them. Above all, let us beg of God the 
influences of his Spirit, which alone can 
variquifh that felfifhnefs which is the great 
oppofer of charity, and inclines our hearts 
to all thofe adls of compaflion and kindnefs 
■which adorn our Chriftian profeffion, and 
by their beauty and ufefulnefs engage others 
to glorify our heavenly Father. 
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John x. ii. 

1 am the good fjepherd ': the good fjepherd gi- 
veth his life for the fheep. 

THOUGH Chrift is in every view pre- 
cious to them that believe, yet fome 
of the characters which he fuftains, prefent 
him to us in a milder light .than others, and 
render him comparatively more lovely and 
eftimable. And amid ft the variety of titles 
given him in Scripture, there is perhaps 
none more expreflive of condefcenfion and 
grace, than that which he is pleafed to aC- 
fume in my text. 

As many of the Jews were fhepherds by 
occupation, the language of this defcrip- 
tion would be obvious to them all. And 
they who were enlightened by the Spirit of 
God, would not only perceive the propriety, 

- but 
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but likewife relifli all the fweetnefs of thit 
endearing defigriation. 

, To us, indeed, an allufion to the paftoral 
life can hardly appear with equal beauty 
and ftrength. Many circumftances of re- 
femblarice would ftrike thofe who were ac- 
quainted with rufal affairs, which rauft ue- 
ceffarily be fuppdfed to efcape our obferVa- 
tidn; But though we cannot trace them all 
with a critical exa&nefs, yet by the light 
which the Scriptures afford us, I hope I 
fhall be able to bring as many proofs of 
our Lord's care and tendernefs, as may fuf- 
fice to illuftrate the propriety of the allu- 
fion, and fhow.with what juftice this title 
of the Good Shepherd is claimed by our Re- 
deemer; 

I begin with that to which our Lord him- 
felf appfeals in the text. u I," fays he, " am 
" the good Shepherd : the good Shepherd 
" giVeth his life for the fheep." 

It was a fignal proof that David gave of 
his care and tendernefs* when, he ventured 
his life for the. fake of his fheep, and en- 
countered a bear and a lion in their defence. 

Vol. III. X But 
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but though the attempt was hazardous, it 
was not altogether defperate : he had hope 
of fuccefs, and actually prevailed. Befides, 
die charge committed to him was his fa- 
ther's property, part of which would one 
day fall to his own (hare : fo that his per- 
gonal interefl was connected with the pre- 
formation of it ; for if the flock decreafed, 
his part of the inheritance would have been 
diminifhed in proportion. 

But our blefled Lord had no inducement 
of this nature. His interefl: was in no (hape 
connected with our welfare ; his glory and 
happinefs were independent of us. He could 
neither be enriched by our homage, nor 
impoverifhed by the want of it. Befides, 
we had forfeited all title to his protection, 
and by the mod wicked and unprovoked 
rebellion had rendered ourfelves the objects 
of his juft difpleafure. Yet fuch was his 
free and unmerited goodnefs, that he not 
only hazarded bis life in our behalf, but 
voluntarily refigned it, that we might live 
through him. " All we like fheep had gone 
u aftray," fays the evangelical Prophet, " we 
* had turned every one to his own way." 

But 
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liut " he was wounded for our tranfgre£- 
" fions, he was bruifed for our iniquities ;" 
or, in the language of the New Teftament, 
" He who knew no fin" became a fin-offer- 
ing for us : the juft One fuffered for the un- 
juft, " that he might bring us to God." 

Had our cafe been merely unfortunate, 
like that of a weak and harmlefs lamb fei- 
zed by a lion, whom it could neither refill 
nor avoid, pity might have inclined a gene- 
rous heart to attempt fomething for our de* 
liverance. But our mifery was the- effedt, 
not of weaknefs, but of voluntary wicked- 
nefs. We chofe it in its caufe. We finned* 
though we were forewarned that death 
would be the iflue. We were not caught 
by furprife, but deliberately furrendered* 
or rather fold, ourfelves to the adverfary. 
Yet in this fituation, when we had nothing 
to invite, far lefs to deferve, his regard and 
affection, did the blefTed Jefus fly to our 
relief; and defcending from the throne, 
put on the form of a fervant, that in our 
place he might fuffer and die on this earth 
which he had made. 

Befides, the fatal deeds which forfeited 
X 2 •ur 
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our happinefs were fins committed directfp 
againft himfelf. It was his own taw we 
tranfgrefled, his own royalty we invaded : 
we fought againft him with his own arms; 
and joined in confederacy with his moft in- 
veterate enemies. So that every obftacle that 
can be imagined lay in the road of mercy ; 
the blackeft ingratitude, the moft outrageous 
infolence y in a word, all the circumftances 
were united which could aggravate our guilt, 
and inflame the wrath of him againft whom 
we finned ; and confpired to render our pu- 
nifhment not only a righteous, but even a 
wife and neceflary exercife of feverity, for 
vindicating the honour of the Sovereign, and 
for maintaining the credit and influence of 
Ids government. Nay, as the threatening 
was publifhed before the penalty was incur- 
red, truth as well asjuftice demanded the 
execution of it. 

Such were our circumftances, when this 
Friend of finners, but the enemy of fin, 
came upon the wings of love to fave us. 
" Deliver them," faid he, " from going 
" down to the pit," and againft me let the 
fword of juftice be unfheathed. Here was 

% goodnefs, 
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goodnefs, generous, difinterefted goodnefs, 
that never had, and that never can have, a 
parallel. " Scarcely for a righteous man 
4C will one die, peradventure for a good man 
" fome would even dare to die j" but who 
hath ever heard of one dying for an ene- 
my ? Or if fuch a prodigy could be found 
among men, yet the generality even of this 
perfon would fail infinitely fhort* of the ex- 
ample in my text. Such a one might be 
faid to refign a life ; but then it is a preca- 
rious, dependent life ; a debt payable on: 
demand ; a leafe revocable at pleafure. A 
mere creature can give away nothing that 
is properly his own, becaufe he has nothing 
but what he received. Whereas our dear- 
eft Lord not only died in the rootn of ene- 
mies, but by dying refigned a life that, in 
the ftridleft fenfe, was his property : for fo 
he fays in the 18th verfe of this chapter,, 
" I have power to lay down my life, and I 
" have power to take it up again." He 
had an eftate of his own, (fo to fpeak), an 
original, and therefore an abfblute, right 
to his life* This, as it gave merit and 
efficacy to his death, fo it qualified him to 
X 3 exhibit 
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none of us would ever think of returning tq 
him. " , The carnal mind is enmity againft 
" God; for it is not fubjedl to the law of 
'< God, neither indeed cjin be." Accordingly 
Paul reminds the* converts at Ephefus, that 
till Chrift quickened them, they too were 
f c dead in trefpafles and fins, and children of 
* c wrath even as others," Hear the langviage 
of our Lord to his difciples of every tribe 
pf inen, c< Ye have npt chofen me, but I 

V have chofen you :" ^nd that aflertion of 
the Apoftle which is univerfally true, " By 
<c grace ar^ ye fayed through faith, and tliat 

V not of yourfelves, it is tjie gift of God." 
And does he not merit the defignation of a 
good Shepherd, who not only faves his flock 
from definition, and opens to them thq 
door of his fheep-fold, but goes after them 
into the wildernefs, purfues them wlfilft 
they are flying from their own happinefs, 
and never gives oyer his fearch, till he finds 
them, arid then leads them \n fafety to ^ 
place of reft, where every thing is provi- 
ded that their neceflities require ?— Fpr this 
jis a 

3*/ proof of hfcdove to his fheep; Having 

brought 
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brought them into his fold, he fupplies all 
their wants, and feeds them with food con- 
venient for jthem. How fweetly did David 
fing under the fenfe of this privilege, " The 
" Lord is my fhepherd, I fliall not want : 
** he maketh me to lie down in green pa- 
?' flures ; he leadeth me befide the ftill 
" waters/' — " The young lions may lack 
? c $nd fuffer hunger, but they that fear the 
u Lord {hall not lack any good thing."— 
? c I will feed them," (faid God by the< Pro- 
phet Ezekiel, chap, xxxiv. 14.), "I will 
44 feed then* in a good pafture, and upon 
" the high mountains of Ifrael fhall their 
u fold be : there fliall they lie in a good 
" fold, and in a fat pafturc fhall they feed 
" tapon the mountains of Ifrael." Here 
peace and affluence are reprefented in the , 
Uioft ftriking and agreeable colours. And 
that this promife has a fpiritual meaning^ 
and extends to the gofpel church, appears 
from verfe 23d, where the Mefliah, under 
the well-known title of David, is brought 
fully into view, as the perfon by whofe 
hand thefe bleffings are difpenfed. " I will 
f 4 fe$ up on? fhepherd ovgr them, and hp 

•* fliall 
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u fliall feed them, even my fervant David, 
u he fliall feed them, and he fliall be their 
tt fliepherd. And I the Lord will be their 
a God, and my fervant David a prince 
a among them : I the Lord have fpoken it. 
a And I will make with them a covenant of 
cc peace, and will caufe the evil beads to 
** ceatfe out of the land: and they fliall 
a dwell fafely in the wildernefs, and fleep 
** in the woods. And I will make them, 
" and the places round about my hill, a 
" blefling ; and I will caufe the fhower to 
u come down in his feafon : there fhall be 
u fhowers of blefling. — And I will raife up 
** for them a plant of renown, and they 
* c fhall be no more confumed with hunger 
u in the land." It is not improbable that 
our Lord had this prophetical defcription 
in his eye, when he faid in the 9th verfe of 
this chapter, " I am the door (of the fheep) ; 
c< by me if any man enter in, he fliall be 
" faved, and fliall go in and out, and find 
** pafture." But how muft it amaze ils, to 
hear from his own lips, that he is not only 
the door by which the fheep enter into the 
pafture, but is himfelf the pafture upon 
which they feed; yet thefe are his words, 

in 
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in the 6th chapter of this gofpel, at th* 
51ft and following verfes : c< I am the bread 
w of life, the living bread which came dawn 
" from heaven; if any man eat of this 
M bread, he fhall live for ever: and the 
a bread that I .will give is my flefli, which 
" I will give for the life of the world: 
tt Verily, verily, I fay unto you, except y$ 
" eat the flefli of the Son of man, and drink 
" his blood, ye have no life in you. Who* 
" fo eateth my flefli and drinketh my 
" blood, hath eternal life : for my flefh is 
" meat indeed, and my blood is drink in*. 
M deed. 11 Nay, is not this precious food to 
be difpenfed to us this day, in the holy 
facrament*, under the fignificant emblems 
x>f bread and wine, when the good Shepherd 
lhall fay,, and fay it with power, to thole 
who believe in him, and know his voice, 
u Take and eat ; this is my body broken 
u for you : and this cup is the New Tefta^- 
a ment in my blood ; drink ye all of it." 
I fuppofe I need not inform you, that thefe 
expreffions are figurative. You have long 
been taught, that the Lord's Supper is a 

facrament, 

* Preached on a Communion Sabbath. 
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facrament, wherein, by giving and receiving 
bread and wine, according to Chrift's ap- 
pointment, his death is fhowed forth, and 
the worthy receivers are not after a corporeal 
and carnal manner, but by faith, made par- 
takers of his body and blood, with all his 
benefits, to their fpiritual nouiifhment, and 
growth in grace. This is not the worldling s 
portion, the whole amount of which is va- 
nity and vexation : no, this is fubftantial 
food, even all the bleffings of the new and 
well ordered covenant, the juftification of 
our perfons, the renovation of our natures, 
adoption into the family of God, a durance 
df his love, peace of confcience, joy in the 
Holy Ghoft; in a word, all the unfearch- 
able riches of his grace. Thus doth Chrift 
feed his flieep ; he invefts them with a right 
to all the bleffings of his purchafe, and di- 
ftributes thefe bleffings as their neceffities re- 
quire, till, as Paul hath exprefTed it, {JLpb. 
iii. 19.), " They are filled with all the ful- 
*' nefs of God." — But farther, in the 

4th place, It belongs to a good fliepherd 
to defend his flock, as well as jto feed them. 
And this office he likewife performs in the 

jnoft 
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mod effe<9faal manner. He watches over 
them by night and by day ; for ""He that 
" keeps lfrael, neither {lumbers nor fleeps." 
— - " Fear not," fays he, "for I am with 
M thee, be not difmayed, for I am thy God : 
u I will ftrengthen thee, yea I will help 
u thee, yea I will uphold thee with the right 
" hand of my righteoufnefs." Their ene- 
mies indeed are many and ftrong, but he is 
mighty on whom their help is laid. He 
makes his grace fufficient for them, and 
will kefep them by his power through faith 
dito falvation. Hear his own words, in 
the 27th and following verfes of this chap- 
ter, " My flieep hear my voice, and I know 
u them, and they follow me. And I give 
" unto them eternal life, and they {hall ne- 
" ver perifli, neither {hall any pluck them 
a out of my hand. My Father who gave 
u them me, is greater than all : and none is 
u able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 
".I and my Father are one." He forefees 
the trials which are coming upon them ; 
and prays for them effectually, that their 
faith may not tail. He gives power to the 
faint, and to them that have no might he 

increafes 
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increafes ftrength. And when at any time 
they ftumble and fall, he comes feafonably 
to their relief, lifts up their hands which 
hang down, and ftrengthens their feeble 
knees; and having enlarged their hearts, 
enables them to run in the way of his com- 
mandments. Thus does he condudl them 
through the flippery paths of life, and con- 
tinues to be their guardian even until death. 
Neither does he leave them at the hour of 
death. — For, 

ftbfy, When they walk through the val- 
ley of the fhadow of death, his rod and his 
flaff comfort and fuftain them, He fortifies 
and cheers their departing fpirits ; and when 
the evening fhadows gather thick around 
them, ^ the Holy Ghoft, the Comforter* is 
fent to fay to them, that death as well as 
life is theirs. Nay* " the good Shepherd 
" himfelf, who gave his life for the fheep," 
will fay to them in this awful hour, " Fear 
u not, I am he that liveth and tfras dead ; 
" and behold, I am alive for evermore, and 

u have the keys of hfell and death ; 1 am 

" the xefurredlion and the life : he that be- 
" lieveth on me, though he were dead, yet 

" Audi 
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" fhall he live." What a multitude of faints, 
who now inherit the promifes, have in their 
lad moments experienced the effed: of thefe 
gracious and joyful v affurances ! In how 
xbany inftances hath a lively and unex- 
pected view of the promifes of God, and of 
the great redemption, fuftained and even 
elevated a dying faint, who from the infir- 
mities of the body, or other caufes, was, 
through fear of death, fubjedl to bondage 
all his life ! The fenfible prefence of the good 
8hepherd, in thefe awful moments, will 
fupport the mod fearful, and the feebleft 
of the flock. , It will enable him that hath 
no might, to triumph over death, and him 
that hath the power of death ; and, even 
in the prefence of the king of terrors, it will 
teach him this fong of vidlory, " My flefh 
" and my heart faileth ; but God is the 
" ftrength of my heart, and my portion for 

" ever.'*- " Thanks be unto God, which 

€C hath given me the vidlory, through Jefus 

" Chrift my Lord." " For I am per- 

" fuaded, that neither death nor life, nor 
<c angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
M things prefent, nor things to come, nor 

" height, 
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u height, nor deprfi, nor any other creature', 
" fhall be able to feparate me from the love 
u of God, which is in Chrift Jefus my Lord." 
It is true, the faints of God have not all the 
fame degree of fenfible comfort at the hour 
of death. The wifdom of heaven may fbme- 
times permit them to fhut their eyes, with- 
out perceiving the full extent of the blef- 
fednefs of them who die in the Lord^ or 
without having received thofe fenfible to- 
kens of their vidlory over death. But, 
c< though weeping may endure for a nighty' 
while they are yet ftruggling to be releafed 
from the mortal tabernacle, their fpirits 
fhall awake to everlafting joy. — For, in 

the 

6th and lajl place, When the morning of 

the day that never ends fhall dawn, they 
fhall again fee the good Shepherd ftretching 
out his arms to receive them into everlaft- 
ing habitations. " They fhall fee him ag 
44 he is :' they fhall " be fatisfied with his 
" likenefs." The manfion* which he is 
now preparing for them will then be ready: 
Each of them fhall enter into the blefled 
abode provided for him. " They fhall go 
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* c jao more out for ever ;" and " the Lamb 
u which is in the midft of the throne fhall 
* c feed them, and fhall lead them to living 
** fountains of water : and God fhall wipe a- 
* c way all tears from their eyes." Then fhall 
they fing together with united gratitude arid 
joy, the triumphant and eternal fong of praife, 
faying, " Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, 
" to receive power, and riches, and wifdom, 
ic and ftrength, and honour, and glory, and 
" bleffiag : for thou haft redeemed us to God 
" by thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
" tongue, and people, and nation. Salvation 
" to our God, which fitteth upon the throne, 
" and unto the Lamb/ 1 

And now fay, my dear brethren, in the re- 
view of what you have heard, is not the Lord 
Jefus a Good Shepherd indeed ? He redeem- 
ed his flock with his blood, and guides them 
by his Spirit, and feeds them with all the rich 
fruits of his purchafe. He defends them in 
life, accompanies them through death, and ° 
condu&s them to thofe regions of light and 
love, where they fhall dwell in his prefence 
for evermore, eating the fruit of the tree of 
life, and drinking the water of the river of 

Vol. III. A Y j;f c? 
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life, following the Lamb whitherfoever he 
goeth. 

Thrice happy they who are the flieep of his 
pafture ; who, allured by his love, and aided 
by his grace, have returned to him as the 
" Shepherd and Bifhop of their fouls." 

Let me then call upon fuch ; for of fuch, 
I truft, a goodly number are aflembled in this 
place ; let me, I fay, call upon them to re- 
flect, with gratitude and joy, upon the proofs 
they have already received of his care and 
tendernefs. Remember how he found you 
wandering in the wildernefs, expofed to eve- 
ry beaft of prey, infenfible of your danger, 
and unable to avoid it. Remember how he 
opened your eyes to fee your mifery, and not 
only difcover the all-fufficient remedy, but 
powerfully determined and enabled you to ap- 
ply it. And let thefe paft experiences endear 
him to your fouls, and ftrengthen your de- 
pendence oh him, for whatever elfe may be 
neceflary to complete your falvation. 

This is the natural tendency of the repre- 
fentation I have given you, and this is the im- 
provement of it that beft fuits the occafion of 
pur prefent meeting. The Good Shepherd is 
(his day to feed his own flieep, in the fatteft 
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part of that pafttire which his love hath pre- 
pared for them. The ordinance now before 
us, doth not merely exhibit the riches of his 
grace, but feals and applies them to each be- 
liever in particular, that, having this fecurity 
fuperadded to the unchangeable promife and 
oath of God, they may " have a ftrong con- 
u folation, who have fled for refuge, to lay 
" hold on the hope fet before them." 

With this view, then, let us approach the 
table of the Lord, and pray, that this gofpel- 
feaft may prove effectual, by his bleffing, to 
confirm our faith, to inflame our love, and to 
enliven our hope ; that, by the nourifhment 
it affords, we may be ftrengthened to purfue 
our journey through this wildernefs, till, ha- 
ving pafled the Jordan of death, and arrived 
at the heavenly Canaan, faith and hope fhall 
become fight and enjoyment, and love,, ever 
growing with the ages of eternity ^ fhall em- 
brace, with increafing vigour and delight, the 
Good Shepherd, who gave his life for the 
{hcep. Amen. 

Y2 SER- 
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Hebrews, xiii, 5. 

He bath faid^ I will never leave thee nor for-' 
fake thee. 



THIS comfortable declaration or promife 
is introduced by the Apoftle, to enforce 
the duty of contentment, to which he had 
exhorted the Hebrews in the preceding part 
t of the verfe. Nothing can be more unbecom- 
ing in a child of God, than diffatisfa&ion with 
his prefent condition, or anxiety about his 
future provifion in the world. It is no won- 
der to fee worldly men, whofe portion of 
good things lies wholly upon earth, loading 
themfelves with thick clay, and eagerly grafp- 
ing every thing which their craving appetites 
demand. Such perfons cannot but be uneafy 
when they meet with difappointments ; be- 

caufe, 
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caufe, having nothing defirable in profpedt 
beyond the grave, in lofing their prefent en- 
joyments, they lofe their all. But the Chrif- 
tian, who knows of a treafure in heaven, a 
treafure incorruptible in its own nature, and 
which no fraud nor force can take from him, 
may and ought to look down, with a holy in- 
difference, upon every thing Jjere below, re- 
figning himfeif entirely to the difpofal of his 
Heavenly Father, who not only knows what 
is beft for him, but hath likewife obliged him- 
feif, by covenant and promife, to make all 
things work together for the eternal advan- 
tage of thofe who love him and confide in his 
mercy. 

It was this argument which Chrift ufed 
with his difciples, to difTuade them from an 
anxious folicitude about their temporal con-* 
cerns (Matth. vi. 31.), " Take no thought, 
" faying, What fhall we eat ? or what fhall 
44 we drink ? or wherewithal fhall we be 
." cloathed? For after all thefe things do the 
44 Gentiles feek, and your Heavenly Father 
",knoweth that ye have need of all thefe 
44 things. But feek ye firft the kingdom of 

God, and his righteoufnefs j and all thefe 
Y 3 « things 
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" tHnp-, Cr.sll be added uko you." God wUI 
fupport arid maintain his cwn people, as long 
a.s he has any iervice for them in this world. 
He knows all their wants ; and as his good- 
nefs conftantly inclines him, fo his power 
dcth at all times enable him, to beftow every 
needful fupply in its feafon. And can our 
intereft be lodged in better hands ? Who that 
believes this, would choofe to be the difpofer 
of his own lot ? " The Lord reigneth," fays 
the Pfalmift, " let the earth rejoice." And 
iurely they who can fay, This God is our 
God, our Father, and- our Friend, have caufe 
to rejoice in every condition, and muft aft 
very inconfiftently with their profeffion and 
hopes, if any thing from without can dis- 
turb their inward peace and tranquillity. — 
I propofe, therefore, in dependence upon di- 
vine aid, 

Fir/!, To (hew the import of this gracious 
promifc, " I will never leave thee nor forfake 
41 thee." 

Secondly, I (hall . inquire who the perfons 
are that may apply the comfort of this prp- 
jnife to themfelves. 

Thirdly \ I fhall lay before you fome of 

thofe 
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thofe grounds of aflurance on which the 
people of God may depend for the accom- 
plifhment of this promife ; and then diredfc 
you to the prattical improvement of the fub- 
je&. 

I begin with the itaport of the {Jromife it* 
felf, " I will neyer leave thee nor forfake 
u thee."— And, 

\ft y It is herd fuppofed, that all other things 
may forfake lis : for in this promife God 
plainly intends to diftinguifh himfelf from the 
creatures, by claiming this perfection of con- 
ftancy or unchangeablenefs, as an attribute pe- 
culiar to himfelf. Vanity is engraved in deep 
and legible chara&ers upon every thing below 
the fun* All things on earth are perifhing in 
their own nature, and fo fleeting and deceit* 
ful, that they who lean upon, them, only fe- 
oure to themfelves a more intenfe degree of 
pain and vexation; for fooner or later they 
will Aide from under them, and leave nothing 
in their room, but the difgrace of a foolifh 
choice, and the bitternefs of difappointed 
hope. Hiftory affords us innumerable proofs 
of this. The wifeft men in every age have 
Y4 obferved 
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obferved and lamented the mutability of alt 
earthly things j and we need only keep our 
eyes and our ears open, to learn this truth, by 
fome frefli example, every day we live. 

Hqw often do we fee riches make unto 
themfelves wings, and fly away as an eagle 
towards heaven ? What a variety of accidents 
may fuddenly deprive a map of all his fub- 
ftance, and reduce him to the lowed ftate of 
poverty and want ? A ftorm at fea, or a fire 
at land, will in a few hours confume the la- 
bours of many years : and he who, whilft I 
fpeak, poffefleth plenty of all things, and pro- 
inifeth himfelf a long fucceflion of profperous 
days, may, before to-morrow's fun, find him- 
felfftripped of all his fubftance y and obliged to 
depend upon the bounty of others for the com- 
mon neceflaries of life. How many, who 
boafted that their mountain flood ftrong, have 
fuddenly been thrown down from the higheft 
pinacle of power and greatnefs ? Even prin- 
ces, when they leaft dreamt of it, have been 
forced to exchange their palace for a prifon ; 
and have learnt, by fad experience, that crowns 
are but tottering emblems of power, and that 
royalty itfelf hath no exemption from the 

viciflitude 
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viciffitude of fublunary things. Reputation 
and friends, health and all bodily advantages, 
yea reafbn, with all the endowments of the 
mind, are fo uncertain and mutable, that no 
man can "promife on .the pofleffion'of them. 
The faireft chara£ter may be fullied with the 
breath of calumny ; our friends may prove 
falfe, or abandon us through miftake ; or, 
when they are faithful, and in all refpe&s 
comfortable to us, yet death may fnatch them 
from us, one after another, till we are in a 
manner left folitary in the midft of the earth. 
Health and ftrength, and whatever elfe be- 
longs to the body, are of all things the leaft 
durable, and the moft fubjedt to change. Life 
itfelf is but a vapour, which, for any thing 
we know, may vanifh into air the very next 
breath we draw. We fee frequently alfo, that 
the mind, as well as the body, is liable to ma- 
ny fad difafters. In fome men, the intellec- 
tual powers are fo blunted and impaired, that 
they feem to be almoft totally extinguifhed ; 
and, in others, fo ftrangely difordered, that, 
inftead of being of ufe to them, they ferve on- 
ly to render them more completely wretched. 
In a word, our condition upon earth is liable 

to 



i 



SS8 SERMON XV. 

to Continual alteration, and there is nothing 
we can be fecure of, fo much as for one mo- 
ment. How foolifh, then, are they who pro- 
mife themfelves any durable happinefs in this 
world ? Such perfons may truly be faid to 
build their houfe upon the fand y and though, 
perhaps, they may be allowed to raife it to 
fome height, yet, ere long, fome fudden un- 
forefeen fl:6rm fhall lay it in ruins, and bury 
all their vain expe&ations under it. 

But what I would chiefly obferve upon 
this head is, that frequently the people of God 
are exercifed with the fevereft trials, and meet 
with the fliarpeft afflictions while they remain 
upon earth. For this mutability of the crea- 
tures, is not the effe& of chance , but ofdefign* 
God thereby defigns to render all thofe inex- 
cufable, who choofe them for their portion ; 
and when his own children are in danger of 
being enfnared by them, he pulls them, as it 
were, with violence out of their hands, that 
they may beware of contracting too clofe an 
alliance with them in future. He will not 
fuffer them to continue long in fo dangerous 
an error ; and he fends the rod to undeceive 
them : he frequently repeats the ftroke, to 

remind 
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remind them that they are only fojourners in 
a ftrange land, and to quicken their defires for 
their Father's hOufe above ; for their Father's 
houfe, where alone they (hall have fullnefs of 
joy, and pleafures for evermore. 

idly % As the inconftancy of the creatures is 
here fuppofed, fo this promife neceffarily im- 
plies, that the prefence of God with his people 
is a fufficient ground of confolation in every 
ftate and condition of life. David was fen- 
fitle of this, when he faid, in the 23d Pfalm, 
" Though I walk through the valley of the 
" fliadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
" thou art with me :" and upon the fame 
principle, the Prophet Habakkuk triumphs in 
name of the church. " Although the fig-tree 
" fliall not bloflbm, neither fliall there be fruit 
" in the vines, the labour of the olive fhall 
" fail, and the fields fliall yield no meat, the 
" flock fliall be cut off from the fold, and 
" there fliall be no herd in the ftalls; yet 
" will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
" God of my falvation." 

We read in the book of Daniel, that after 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had caufed Sha- 
drach, Mefliech, and Abednego, to be caft 

into 
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into the burning fiery furnace, he was aflo 
nifhed, and rofe up in hafte, and faid unto his 
counfellors, " Did not we'caft three men 
" bound into the midft of the fire ? And lq, 
" 1 fee four men loofe, walking in the midft 
€i of the fire, and they have no hurt : and the 
" form of the fourth is like the Son of God." 
Is there a mad who reads this paflage, that 
does not prefer the condition of thefe captives, 
to all the fplendours of the Babylonifh throne ? 
How little does the trembling monarch feem, 
though furrounded with his counfellors ? How 
glorious do the three young Jews appear, 
whilft walking amidft flames with their God 
and Saviour ? How would they rejoice in this 
exalted privilege ? And yet, my brethren, all 
the faints who have God really prefent with 
them, although they carfhot fee him with 
their bodily eyes, have equal caufe to rejoice 
in the midft of tribulation. For if God be 
with them, then he is with them who is infi- 
nitely wife, who is perfe&ly acquainted with 
all their wants, and can never be at a lofs to 
know what is good for them. He is with 
them who is infinitely powerful, and can ea- 
fily perform whatever his unerring wifdom 

fhall 
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fhall fuggeft. * He is with them who is per- 
fectly good, yea goodnefs itfelf ; who is al- 
ways difpofed to employ his wifdom in con- 
triving, and his power in executing, whatever 
is neceflary for their intereft and happinefs. 
Yea, he is with them who hath already be- 
ftowed on them the greateft of all bleffings, 
even Jefus Chrift his unfpeakablc gift : and, 
as the Apoftle reafons, " If God fpared not 
" his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
" all, how fhall he not with him alfo freely 
" give us al! things ?" And is not the pre- 
fence of fuch a God fufficient for the comfort 
of his people at all times ? Who would mourn 
the lofs of a taper, who enjoys the light of 
the fun ? All the creatures are nothing with- 
out God : whereas he is all in all j " In his 
< c favour is life, and his loving kindnefs is 
" better than life." Even Balaam was con- 
ftrained to confefs this truth in the prefence of 
Balak (Numb, xxiii. 23.), " Surely," fays he, 
t u there is no enchantment againft Jacob, nor 
" any divination againft Ifrael : for the Lord 
" his God is with him, and the fliout of a 
" king is among them/' If the happinefs of 
Solomon's courtiers excited the admiration of 

the 
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the Queen of Sheba, be^aufe they had accei* 
to the prefence cf fo wife and magnificent 2 
king, how inconceivably more happy are they 
who are the friends, nay, the children cf the 
King of kings, who have the infialiely perfect 
and all-fufficient Jehovah continually near to 
them ? — Which leads me to obfezre, in the 

yt place, That the conftant prefence cf 
God with his people, is the bleffing expre£Iy 
contained in this promlfe, u I will never leave 
u thee nor forfake thee." All other things 
may forfake you. Riches may take wings 
and fly away ; friends may defeit you, or they 
may die ; your reputation may be blafted ; 
your health and ftrength may fail and decay ; 
yea, memory, judgment, and all the faculties 
of your mind, may be weakened or deftroy- 
ed : u But I will never leave you, I will ne- 
" ver forfake you j" my friendfliip is un- 
changeable ; u And whom I love, I love to 
" the end." All this, faith the Apoftle, God 
hath faid ; but he doth not tell us when or 
where he hath faid it, becaufe he hath faid it 
fo often, and upon fuch various occafions, 
that it is to be met with almoft every where 
in Scripture, and in a manner founds through 

the 
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the whole revelation of his will. And indee* 
I cannot illuftrate this head better, than by re 
citing fome of thofe paflages where this gene- 
ral and comprehenfive promife is particularly 
applied for the comfort of God's people, un- 
der the various trials and afflidtions . to which 
they are expofed in this world. All who are 
acquainted with their Bibles, will remember » 
to have read fuch paflages as thefe : " When 
" thou pafleft through the waters, I will be 
" with thee ; and through the rivers, they 
" fhall not overflow thee : when thou walk- 
" eft through the fire, thou fhalt not be burnt, 
*' neither fliall the flame kindle upon, thee ; 
5 C for I am the Lord thy God." — ^-" When 
€i the poor and needy feek water, and there 
€< is none, and their tongue faileth for thirft, 
*' I the^ Lord will hear them, I the God of 
** Ifrael will , not forfake them. I will open 
*' rivers in high places, and fountains in the 
"** n&idft of the vallies : I will make the wil- 
* c dernefs a pool of water, and the dry land 
*' fprings of water," — " The Lord will be a 
" refuge for the opprefled, a refuge in time of 
* c trouble."—" The Lord will not fuflfer the 
*« fpui of the righteous to famiflu"— " Ete ' 

" fhall 
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{hall dwell on high, his defence {hall be 
the munition of rocks. Bread (hall be gi- 
ven him, his water {hall be fure." — a The 
Lord will ftrengthen him upon the bed of 
languifhing. Thou wilt make all his bed 
in his ficknefs." — " A father of the fatheiv 
lefs, a judge of the widows is God in his 
holy habitation." — " Fear not," faith he, 
for I am with thee ; be not difmayed, for 
I am thy God. I will ftrengthen thee; 
yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteouf- 
nefs." 

I might quote many other texts, where 
God promifeth to be with his people in everjr 
cafe of diftrefs that can be fuppofed ; but I 
fhall have faid enough to give you fome no- 
tion of the vaft extent of this comfortable pro- 
mife, when I have added, that it reacheth be- 
yond the grave, and comprehends no lefs than 
eternity itfelf. As God will not leave his 
people in life, as he will not forfake them at 
death ; fo he will at laft receive them into 
glory, and make them to dwell for ever in his 
immediate prefence. But who are his people? 
Who are the happy perfons that may. apply 

the 
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the comfort of this promife to themfelves ? 
"This is the * 



Second thing I propofed to inquire into. 

And, in general, this promife is addreiTed 
to believers in Chrift Jefus, and to them only, 
exclufive of all others : for this is the order 
which God hath eftablifhed. He firft gives 
us his Son j and when this " unfpeakable 
iC gift" is thankfully received, then, together 
u with him, he freely gives us all other 
" things." Men may fancy themfelves in 
good terms with God upon account of fome 
moral qualifications of which they are poffef- 
fed ; and 1 greatly fufpedl, that many among 
us are ruined by this miftake : but I am not 
atfraid to affirm, that no moral qualifications 
whatever can reconcile a (inner to God, or en* 
title him to plead any one promife from the 
beginning of the Bible to the end of it. The 
xeafon is plain : All the bleffings promifed in 
the gofpel were purchafed by Chrift with the 
price of his own blood. To him they belong 
t>f right j for in regard of " his humbling 
u himfelf, and becoming obedient; unto death, 
& even the death of the crofs, God hath high- 

Vol. III. " Z "ly 
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u ly exalted him," and "hath ptat all thing* 
" under his feet, and hath giveft him to be 
" head over all things to the church.'* '^Ac- 
cordingly Chrift bimfelf fays (Matth. xi; !>), 
" All things are delivered unto »neof my Fa- 
" rher ;" and (Matth. xxviii. 18.), " Allpowu 
" er is given unto me in heaven and in 
" earth/' Every good and perfedl gift, there- 
fore, muft be conveyed to us* through his 
hands ; and it is not only a vain, but I may 
even call it an impious attempt, to addrefe God 
immediately for thofe bleflings \vhich he hath 
already given to his Son, and committed to 
his difpofal as King of Zion, for the behoof 
of his true and fpiritual fubje&s. All the 
promifes in Scripture muft neceflarily be ex- 
plained in a confiftency with this great funda- 
mental truth: and when the perfons to whom 
they are addreffed are defcribcd by any moral 
qualification, fuch as righteoufnefs, merciful- 
nefs r and the Kke, it muft always be unrfer- 
ftood, that they are previoufly in a ftate- of 
friendthip with God ; and that thefe qualifica- 
tions are mentioned, not as the terms of their 
acceptance with him, but only as the fruits 
and evidences of that faith which unites them 

ta 
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♦ 

, to Ghrift, in whom- all the promifea are "Yea 
and Amen/' 

Would any then know, whether they may 

^apply to themfelves the gracious and com* 
fortable promife in my text, they niuft firft 

..-of til try their relation to Ghrift. If. they 

: are ftill unacquainted with this great and on- 
ly Mediator between God and man ; if they 
jfcave never fled to him as their city of refuge* 

-nor accepted of him as the "*Lord their righ- 
" teoufnefs and their ftrength ;" it is certain 
that they have no part nor lot in this matter. 
For nothing can be more exprefs than thofe 
words of John the Baptift (John iii. 36.), 
M He that believeth on the Son, hath everlaft- 
." inglife ; but he that believeth not the Son, 
",rftiall not fee life, but the wrath of God 
" abideth on him." Whereas, on the. other 
hand, if, from a deep conviction of your 
guilt and mifery, you have cordially accepted 
the Lord Jefus Ghrift for all the purpofes of a 
Saviour; if you qan fay without any known 
guile, that, renouncing all other grounds of 
confidence, you depend on him alone for par- 
don and peace, for grace and glory, dnd eve- 

£!.*y S^ ^ tk^g 5 if y ou ^ avc tk e evidence of 
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your faith in Chrift, and of your union to 
him, which arifes from the fan&ifying pow- 
er of the Holy Ghoft oh your tempers and 
your lives, determining you to deny ungodli- 
nefs and worldly' fufts, and to live foberly, and 
righteoufly, and godly, in the world ; then 
are you the friends of God, and may lawfully 
confider yourfelves as the perfons to whom hfc 
hith faid, " I will never leave thee nor fbr- 
" fake thee."* And, for youi* farther encou- 
ragement, I fhall now go oh to the 

Third general head, and briefly fuggeft to 
you fome of thofe grounds x>f aflurance upon 
which you may confidently rely for the ac- 
complifhment of this promife. Cdnfidef , then^ 

\Ji\ Who he is that hath faid this. " Hte is 
" not man, that he fhould lie, nor the fon of 
€i man, that he ihould repent." Thefe are 
the words of God himfelf, who is incapable of 
deceit, and with whom u there is no variable- 
€; nefs, neither fhadow of turning." — lc He is 
€c the rock, his work is perfedt, for all his 
* c ways are judgment,' a God of truth, and 
u without iniquity, juft and true is he." — 
* The mountains {hall depart, and the hills 

" be 
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<c be removed ; but my kindaefs fliall not de- 
" part from thee, neither fhall the covenant 
" of my peace be removed, faith the Lord 
" that hath mercy upon thee." And is not 
the word, the promife of fuch a God, a fuffi- 
cient ground of truft ? Yea, he hath not only 
faid it, but he hath alfo fworn it. " For God 
" being willing more abundantly to fhow to 
" the heirs of promife the immutability of hia 
a counfel, hath confirmed it by an oath, that 
" by two immutable things, in which it was 
" impoffible for God to lie, they might have 
iC a ftrong confolation, who have fled for re- 
" fuga to lay hold on the hope fet before 
c * them." And can our fouls defire a better fe- 
curity ? What can eftablifh our faith, if this 
doth not eftablifh it? 

zdly. Believers in Ghrift Jefus are the chil- 
dren of God, adopted into his family, and beau- 
tified with his image : and this is another pledge 
of his gracious promife ; for furely he will ne«* 
ver abandon his own offspring. " Can a mo-* 
'*■' ther forget her fucking child," faith God* 
" that (lie lhould not have compaffion on the 
" fon of her womb ? Yea, fjie may forget, yet; 
" will not I forget thee." The afFedion and 
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tendcrnefs of an earthly parent are but faint 
refemblances of God's paternal love. In him, 
love is an infinite overflowing fountain of be- 
neficence. And then his love is as permanent 
as it is extenfive. He is always in one mind, 
and therefore can never leave nor forfake his 
people. 

3///)', The conftant interceflion of our glo* 
rious Kigh Prieft efFedtually fecures the ac- 
complifhment of this promife. By his death, 
he obtained the Holy Spirit to dwell in his 
people, and to abide with them. This he in- 
timated to his difciples for their comfort and 
encouragement, when they were about to lofe 
his bodily prefence (John xvi. 7.), " It is ex- 
<4 pedient for you that I go away ; for if I go 
" not away, the Comforter will not come lin- 
" to you; but if I depart, I will fend him un- 
" to you. 5 ' And, in another place, " I will 
" pray the Father, and he (hall give you ah- 
" other Comforter, even the Spirit of truth, 
" who fhall abide with you;* 5 — who {hall 
abide with you, and that not for a feafon on- 
ly, but " for ever." 

With what tendernefs did he recommend 
them to his Heavenly Father, in his laft inter- 

ceflbiy 
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ceffbry prayer upon eai;th (John xvii. *i.), 
* 4 And now I am no more in the world, but 
" thefe are in the world. HL-ljTFatlier, keep 
* 4 through thine own name thofe whom thou 
c< hail giveii me." Is it poflible, then, that 
Ctodiih^ulcl.ibriake thofe for whom his well- 
beloved Son pleads with fuch earneftnefs^and 
affection 1 Efpeciallyif.it be conlidered, in 
the 

->4/l6 and loft place, That his own glory is 
interefted.in the accomplifliment of this gra- 
cious, promife. I mean that glory which con- 
ffifts in making effe&ual the purpofes of his 
.grace* towards thofe whom he hath chofen out 
of, the world. For were he to leav ; e or for- 
iake his people, they muft fall a prey to their 
fpiritual enemies, and yield to the adverfary 
-of God and man, that triumph which he hath 
ifought from, the beginning. That apoftate 
fpirit never deferrs his purpofe of enfnaring 
and deftroying the fouls of men. He is ever 
on the watch to leize them in a defencelefs 
moment ; fo that, were God to leave them 
without his protection, they would tall eafy 
vidims to his artifices.. And will. he iufter his 
purpofes thus io be baffled by his declared foe? 

Z4 It 
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It cannot be ; and therefore Jhe never will 
leave nor forfake his people. 

I fhall nofr conclude this difcourfe with . x 
ihort pra&ical improvement, addreffed to two 
different claffes of people. And the " 

ift Sort of perfons to whom I will addrefe 
myfelf, are thofe who are yet in a ftate of a* J . 
lienation from God. It is poflible, that, at 
prefent, you may not fee the value of this pro-, 
xnife which I have been unfolding. You have 
never, perhaps, been fenfible of the vanity of 
earthly enjoyments; or, if you have been wea- 
ry of fome of them, you promife yourfelves 
a more permanent fatisfa&ion in others* Alas ! 
this is a delufive expectation ; for happinefs 
never can be extracted from the creatures. 
God hath pronounced an irreversible decree of 
vanity 'upon them all. Ye are therefore pur- 
fuing what will for ever fly from you ;« — ye 
are feeding upon mere hufks, which can nei- 
ther nburifli nor fatisfy you. But* though 
you fhould even be contented with this poor 
and empty portion, yet you cannot always en- 
joy it; for what will you do when every 
earthly prop is tottering and ready to fink un- 
der you ?— *What will ye do at that period, 

when 
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when neither riches, not power, nor friends* 
nor any thing that this world affords, will be 
able to give you the leaft relief? Let me 
therefore intrfeat' you fpeedily to feek the fa- 
vour of that God who is the only adequate 
portion of an immortal foul. Liften to that 
Jcmd expoftulation and advice (lfa. lv. z, 3.), 
u Wherefore do ye fpend money for that 
" which is not bread ? and your labour for 
*?■ that which fatisfieth not? Hearken diligent-f 
** ly unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 
* and let your foul delight itfelf in fatnefs. 
*' Incline your ear, and come unto me ; hear, 
" and your foul (hall live : and I will make 
iC an, everlafting covenant with you, even the 
w fure mercies of David." Put I now addrefs 
myfelf, in the 

%d place, To thofe happy perfons 'who are 
in a flate of friendfhip with God. To you, 
then, I fay, that this gracious promife fhould 
both excite and encourage you to ftedfaftnefs 
in the ways of religion* " For if Gpd be 
% \ with you, who can be againft you ?" — \ 
" Be ftrong, then, in the Lord, and in the 
" power of his might."- — All neceflary aid is 
provided for you in the tenor of the well-or^ 
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dcrcd covenant, and will not .fail to be im- 
parted to you in the time of^your need. Your 
help ife iiid on one who is mighty to fave* and 
who is ho-. Ids willing than able to fupport 
you under all your trials, " Wherefore, gird 
* c up the loins of your mind, be fober, and 
" hope to the end." But the principal im- 
provement which you ought to make of this 
promife is to put away from your minds all 
difTatisfadtion with your prefent condition, or 
anxiety about your future provifion in the 
world God hath charged himfelf with the 
care of providing for you while you are here. 
He hath not, indeed, promifed you an ex- 
emption from poverty, hardfhips, or afflic- 
tions. But he hath affured you, that thefe 
things are no tokens of his difpleafure ; nay, 
on the contrary, that they are intended for 
your greateft good, and that he is never near* 
er to his people than when they are in the 
furnace of affliction. What abundant reafon, 
then, have you to be contented with whatever 
lot he is pleafed to appoint you in the world, 
and to look beyond all the momentary dif- 
trefles you now fuflfer, to that incorruptible 
inheritance which is referved for you in hea- 
ven* 
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veil. u Let your converfation then be with* 
w oiit covetoufnefs ; and be content with fuch. 
u things as ye have : for he hath faid, I wilE 
" never leave thee nor forfake thee." 
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GALATIA?«~5, v. 24. 

And the j that are Chrijfs have cruajied the 
flcjb) izitb the c^tdions and lufis. 



NO man, who hath experienced the de- 
ceitfulnefs of his own heart, will think 
the fuSject of this text improper for the pre- 
fent occafion *. It is true, this day is fet a- 
part for thankfgiving ; and with the higheft 
plcafure would I enter on the delightful theme 
of divine love and condefcenfion, which fhall 
employ the praifes of the redeemed through 
endlefs ages. But a folicitous concern, that 
your joy may be well founded, hath induced 
me to propofe to you a ftridt examination of 

yourfelves/ 

# Preached on a Day of Thankfgiving, after the dif- 
penfation of the Lord's Supper. 
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yourfelves, whether you have indeed an inte- 
reft in him, through whom all favour and 
good will to finners is conveyed. The text 
furnifhetb us : with an infallible rule to dired: 
our judgment in this inquiry. " They that 
" are Chrift's," not all who are called by his 
name, but they who are united to him, as the 
branches are united to the vine, who are go- 
verned by his Spirit, and have a right to the 
benefits of his purchafe, are diftinguifhed by 
this attainment, " They have crucified the 
" flefh, with the affe&ions and lufts." 
In difcouriing on thefe words, I propofe, 
Firjl, To fhow what is meant by crucify- 
ing the flefh, with the afFe&ions and lulls. 

Secondly, To fhow, that it is the diftin- 
guifhing character, and the real attainment of 
all who are Chrift's, to crucify the flefh, with 
the affe&ions and lufts- And then to con- 
clude with an improvement fuited to the oc- 
cafion of our prefent meeting. 



I begin with inquiring what is meant by 
" crucifying the flefh, with the affeftions and 
" luftsi" By " the flefh," we are to under- 
ftand the corrupt nature of man; and by " the 

" affe&ions 
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ter of a true Chriftian. He is one who, by 
the grace of God, hath obtained the vi&ory* 
over his corrupt appetites and inclinations. 
He is in a great mealure relcued from the 
ruins of the fall, and is no longer a fervant of 
fin, that he fhould obey it in the lufts thereof. 
" He hath put off, concerning the former 
w converfation, the old man, which is corrupt 
" according to the deceitful lufts j and being 
<c renewed in the fpirit of his mind, hath put 
" on the new man, which after God is area* 
u ted in righteoufnefs and true holinefs." — 
€t The law of the Spirit of life, which is in 
44 Chrift Jefus, hath made him free from the 
44 law of fin and death." Confcience, long 
'dethroned by imperious paflions, hath iea£- 
fumed its authority ; and all the faculties of 
his mind purified and exalted, unite in the 
purfuit of fpirit ual enjoyments. 

And now, my brethren, let me entreat yon 
to flop your ears for a little againft the fug- 
geftions of felf-love, and let conscience bear 
teftimony, whether you have indeed a claim 
to this character. Alas ! if vou have no claim 
to it, this can be no day of thankfgiving ta 
you. If you have adventured to approach 

the 
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the table of the Lord with all your unmortifi- 
ed lufts about you, ye have been guilty of 
the body and blood of Chrift ; ye have fealed 
the fentence of your own condemnation ; and 

-lamentation becomes you better than the voice 
of praife. You may, perhaps, complain of 

'this as a fevere and heavy meffage ; but dare 
any of you fay that it is a meflage without a 
warrant ? Shkll I lpeak peace to thofe to whom 
God hath not fpoken peace ? " Shall I foothe 

'you with falfe comforts, which might lead 
you down to the grave with a lie in your 
right hand ? No ; I remember too well the 
wo pronounced againft the prophet c< who 
* c dealeth falfely, and healeth the wound of 
" the daughter of God's people (lightly." I 
fliould not wifli to be an eternal fubjedt of im- 
precation to hopelefs fouls, which 1 fliould 
well deferve to be, if I fpoke any other lan- 
guage to you than what I now fpeak. 

But you have as yet no caufe to complain : 
I have indeed fet before you the danger, but I 
have not faid you muft defpair. On the con- 
trary, my only objedt is to prevent your ever- 
lading defpair, by awakening your fears ere it 
betoo late, and tlfe door of mercy be fhut a- 
Vol. III. A* gainft 
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gainft you. That door is ftill open, and the' 
call is yet, " To-day hear his voice." O then- 
harden not your hearts againft convi&ion. 
Decline not an impartial fcrutiny into your 
real ftate. Let this paflage of Scripture in- 
form you, whether you indeed belong to 
Chrift. If you do pofiefs the marks of thofe 
who are his, take the comfort of your finceri- 
ty, and give God the glory. But if the iflue 
of the inquiry fhould turn out otherwife, O 
beware of refting in this dreadful condition* 
Give no deep to your eyes, nor flumber to 
your eye-lids, till you have fecured an interefl: 
in that blood of fprinkling which cleanfeth 
from all fin. 

Need I enter on a detail of thofe lufts and 
affe&ions which flow from a corrupt and de- 
praved principle within ? " The works of the" 
<; flefh," faith the Apoftle, at the 19th verfe 
of this chapter, " are manifeft ; which are 
iC thefe, adultery, fornication, uncleannefs, 
*• lafcivioufnefs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
" variance, emulations, wrath, ftrife, fedi- 
u tions, herefies, envyings, murders, drun- 
u kennefs, revellings, and fuch like j of the 
u which I tell you befor^ 1 as I have alfo told 

you 
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" you in time'paft, that they which do fuch 
<c things fhali not inherit the kingdom of 
"God." 

I am fenfible, that, after the recital of fo' 
black a catalogue of crimes, the moft of you 
will already have acquitted yourfelves of fuch 
enormous degrees of guilt. And I am afraid, 
that this general acquittal from the charge of 
heinous tranfgreffioiis, lulls the confeiences 
of many into a fatal fecurity. I will not go 
fo jfar as to fay, that it were better for the un* 
converted fintier, that his confeience could 
charge him with fome of thefe glaring iniqui- 
ties, although our Saviour's faying feems to 
imply as much, viz. That the publicans and 
harlots go into the kingdom of heaven before 
the fcribes and pharifees. All that I affeit is, 
that you ought not too haftily to conclude 
that the flefh is crucified with its afFe&ions- 
and lufts, merely becaufe your lives have not 
been fpotted with any of thofe grofs and fcan- 
dalpus fins. In thefe days of light and know- 
ledge, Satan doth not find it for his intereft to 
pufh men to the extremities of vice. He ra- 
ther endeavours to keep the garrifon in peace, 
A a 2 by 
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by bluntiiig the edge of conviSion with t&e? 
fair fhows of outward decency and formality;. 
Be perfuaded, then, to go deeper in your- 
inquiry. Search the yery inmoft corners of 
your hearts* Put the authority of God in, 
one fcale, and the interefts of the ftefh in an- 
other, and fee which of the two weighs hea- 
vier in your affedtions. You frequent the 
church,; you attend on ordinances, and* per- 
form' the external parts of religion with an ap- 
parent relifh and alacrity. AIL this is good j 
but beware of building too much on it. Con- 
fider that thefe obfervances do not in any 
great degree. thwart the interefts of the flefh. 
The laws and cuftoms of the land favour you;, 
your eftates are not thereby impaired, nor 
your lives endangered ; nor is your reputation 
hurt, but rather advanced. But fuppofe the 
cafe to be otherwife, and let your hearts give 
the anfwer— r-Would you perfift in the fame 
courfe at all rifks, though your eftates were 
expofed to confifcation, though your names 
were to be branded with every term of re- 
proach that malice could devife ; yea, though 
all the engines of torture lay in the road of 
duty ? Would no profpeft of gain, however 

fecura 
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Tecure from human difcovery, tempt you to 
encroach on the divine rules of juftice and e- 
quity? Can you blefs them that curfe you, and 
render good for evil, and forgive the moft 
galling injuries, even when Providence puts 
ypur enemies in your power? Did the ob- 
jects of criminal defire not only tempt but fo- 
iicit you; were you favoured with every ch> 
cumftance of time&nd place, could you check 
the career ofpaffion, with Jofeph's feflef&ion, 
" How can I do this great wickednefs, and fin 
* c againft God ?" Thefe, indeed, are fure 
figns that the flefh is crucified, with its affec- 
tions and lufts. But if, on the contrary, the 
fear of man's cenfure or punifhment would 
turn you afide from the practice of your duty, 
if the profpe£t of fecret gain could tempt you 
to lie GK cheat, or diffemble"; if any injury 
appears too great to be forgiven, or any fen- 
fual appetite too importunate to be denied ; 
in a word, if any temptation, be its circiim- 
ftances what they will, would prevail on you 
to indulge youffelves in the deliberate omif- 
fion of any known diity, or in the practice of . 
any known fin ; then, whatever your pre- 
tences are, the flefh, with its affedions and 

A a 3 ' lufts, 
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lulls, is not yet crucified in you. But do not 
miftake me, as if I meant to aflert, that none 
have crucified the flefh but thofe who are per- 
fect in holinefs. No ; the righteous man fal- 
leth feven times a day, and rifeth again. Nay, 
there is not a juft man upon earth that doth 
good, and finneth not. And therefore I fpeak 
not of thofe falfe fteps to which the beft are 
liable through the remainders of corruption ; 
jbut of known and habitual fins, committed 
with the full bent and inclination of the will. 
Thefe plainly betray the predominancy of the 
flefh, with its affedions and lulls ; and (how, 
that the perfon who is under the dominion of 
them, has no juft or Scriptural claim to an in- 
tereft in Chrift. For a worfdy Chriftian, or 
a carnal Chriftian, or a difhoneft Chriftian, are 
as grofs contradictions in terms, as an infidel 
Chriftian. And this naturally leads me to the 

Second thing propofed ; which w^s to fhow, 
that it is the diftinguifhing character and the 
real attaiument of all who are Quid's, to cru*- 
cify the flefh, with the afFedions and lufts. 
This is fo much the uniform language of the 
$I$w Teftament, that one fhould hardly think 

it 
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it required a proof. The great leflbn which 
our Lord taught his difciples was expreffed in 
thefe Words : " If any man will come after 
u me, let him deny himfelf, and take up his 
" crofs, and follow me." This he repeated 
on various occafions, as a fubjeft that ought 
to employ their conftant attention. " He that 
" taketh not up his crofs and folio weth after 
" me, is not worthy of me." — If any man 
w come after me, and hate not his father and 
" mother, and wife and children, and breth- 
4< ren and filters," thofe neareft and deareft 
relations according to the flefh, " yea, and 
" his own life alfo," when the prefervatioh of 
it becomes inconfiftent with the duty he owes 
to God, " he cannot be my difciple." And 
again, " Whofoever he be of you that for- 
" faketh not all that he liatli," namely, habi- 
tually in affedlion, and adually too, when 
God calls him to it, " he cannot be my difc 
" ciple." — Thefe are the permanent, the in- 
variable laws of Chrift'-s fpiritual kingdom, and 
are equally binding on us, as on thofe to whom. 
they were originally addrefled. For had our 
Lord ever intended to relax or mitigate them 
ia any degree, he would certainly have done , 
A a 4 'it 
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it in favour of his firft difciples, ■ when his 
church was yet in its infant ftate, and there- 
fore flood in need of greater indulgence. But 
thefe feeminglv hard fayings exprefs the true 
fpirit of Ciiuftianity, and afford the moft con- 
vincing proof of its divine original. Man fell 
by feeking hinafelf, and muft therefore bef 
raifed in the way of fclf-denial. He forfeited 
his innocence and happinefs by hearkening to 
the folicitation of a flefhly appetite ; and, be- 
fore he can regain happinefs, the flefh muft be 
crucified, with the affe&itfns and lufts. 

Accordingly, we find that our Saviour's 
meaning was well underftood by his immedi- 
ate followers ; and their pra&ice is the beft 
commentary on his injunctions. What he 
recommended, they laboured to attain. Thus 
Paul writes to the Corinthians,* 4 1 keep un- 
44 der my body, and bring it into fubje&ion, 
44 left when I have preached to 1 others, 1 my-* 
44 felf fhould be « caft-away." The remain- 
ders of corruption within him, made him cry 
out with all the emphafis of diftrefs, 4< O 
44 wretched man that I am, who fhall deliver 
44 me from the body of this death/ 9 Nay, ft 
fenfible was he of the importance and neceffi- 
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ty of this deliverance, that, as he expreffeth 
it himfelf, " He counted all things but lots and 
44 dung ;" firft, " That he might win Chrift, 
i4 and be found in him, not having his own 
i4 .rightcoufnefs, but that which is through 
44 the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs which 
44 is of God by faith." And next, " That he 
might know Chrift" experimentally, "and 
the power of his refurredtion, and the fel- 
lowftiip of his bufferings, being made con- 
44 formable unto his death." Nor was thig 
only his wiJB ; we find alfo that it was his 
real attainment. 44 I am crucified," fays he, 
44 with Chrift: neverthelefs, I live ; yet. not 
44 I, but Chrift liveth in me: and the life 
44 which I now live in the flefh, I live by the 
44 faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
44 and gave himfelf for me." And " God 
44 forbid that I fhould glory, fave in the crofs 
44 of our Lord Jefus Ghrift, by whom the 
44 world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
44 world." Neither was Paul fingular in thig. 
It appears to have been the common attain* 
ment of all truevChriftlans in his time. For it 
is fpoken of in toy text as the badge of Chrik 
tianity, the very thing which diftinguifhed 

' % Chriftian* 
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Chriftians from all other men* " They that 
" are Chrift's have crucified the flefh, with 
" the affections and lufts." I have given a 
recital of thefe paffages of Scripture, as they 
ferve to explain one another : and I hope that 
when they are compared together, and duly, 
confidered, they will appear to be a fufficient 
demonftration, that none whofe flefh , is not 
crucified, with its affections and lufts, can, 
with a Scriptural warrant, lay claim to an in- 
tereft in Chrift. 

Thus I have endeavoured to explain what 
is meant by " crucifying the. flefh, with the 
" affections and lufts ;" and have fhown yon, 
that this is the &£tual attainment of every true 
Chriftian. Allow me now to conclude this 
difcourfe with a practical improvement of the 
fubje£t. — From what hath been faid, then, 
we learn, in the 

- \Ji place, What is the true nature of our 
holy religion. It is not a mere bodily exer- 
cife, confi fling only in external ceremonies or 
obfervances. , Earthly rulers can afk no more 
but an outward homage : but the Searcher of 
hearts challengeth the fincere adoration of the 
Inner man : he who is a Spirit, muft be wor- 
i" fhipped 
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{hipped in fpirit and in truth. So that to at- 
tend the church, to partake of religious ordi- 
. nancies, and to perforin the external dutie6 of 
religion, will be of no avail in the fight of 
God, unlefs thefe outward fervices proceed 
. from a heart warmed with his love, in which 
every ufurping luft, that would fhare his place, 
is> vanquifhed and dethroned. To be a real 
Chriftian, therefore, is not fo eafy an attain- 
meftt as many feem to imagine. Flefh and 
blood muft be wreftled with, and overcome ; 
." for flefh and blood cannot inherit the king- 
" dom of heaven." Every gratification that 
is contrary to the holinefs of the divine nature, 
although dear to us as a right hand or a right 
eye, muft be denied. .Nay, the very inclina- 
tion to vicious, indulgences muft be fubdued, 
otherwife our abftaining from the. outward 
a£ts of them will be of- no avail. It is the 
•heart that God requires ; and if we deny him 
this r we can give him nothing that is worthy 
of his acceptance. 

An inofienfive outward deportment may 
footh your confciences, and prevent the uti- 
eafy feelings of remorfe, but will not fave you 
from final ruin. . The very interefts of the 

fleih 
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fiefh may make a man forbear diigraceful 
fins, and may, for a time, chain up, without 
weakening the vigour of corruption. You 
may be poiTeiled of many amiable qualities, 
by which you deferve well of fociety, and yet 
be total ftrangers to that character of real 
Chriftians which is given in this text. If 
temporary good impreffions, or reftraints .of 
the flefh for a feafon, would amount to that 
character, then Felix, who trembled under 
conviction, and Herod, who did many things 
in confequence of the Baptift's preaching, had 
been real Chriftians. If the eftimable quali- 
ties of fecial life were a proof that Ghriftiani- 
ty had its full effe& on the mind, then the 
young ruler, who had kept the fecond table 
of the law from his youth upwards, would 
have had an unreferved approbation from our 
Lord. But Felix and Herod relapfed under 
the dominion of their lufts ; and, through the 
love of this world, the young ruler fell fhort 
of the kingdom of heaven. — In the 

2d place, From what hath been faid, let 
each of us be prevailed on to try how matters 
(land with himfelf. You fee that it is not a 
point to be lightly taken for granted, that a 

man 
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saan hath a real intereft in Chrift. I have al- 
ready mentioned feveral thiligs under my firft 
head of difcourfe, which may ferve as hinta 
to dire£t you in this trial. AH that I have 
further to beg of you is, that you would judgp- 
yourfelves impartially, asthofe who expeft a 
judgment to come. Try every. ground of 
hope upon which' you have hitherto reftsd ; 
let every rotten pillar be removed, ot elfe the 
whole building, however glorious in appear- 
. ance, will fhortly fall to the ground. Self- 
love may, for a feafon, blind your eyes : but 
remember, that it will throw no veil over that 
impartial judgment which will overtake you 
at the bar of God. Compare, then, your 
a&ions and difpofitions with that holy and 
fpiritual law which flatters no man j and then, 
if confidence gives an unbiafled judgment, I 
have little doubt that numbers in this aflem- 
bly will difcover; that " the flefh, with its 
" afFe&ions and lufts," is not only alive, but 
in full vigour. Nay, the very beft will find 
caufe to conclude, that the corrupt principle 
is not yet crucified as it ought to be. 

As for thofe of the firft clafs now mention- 
ed, if the text itfelf does not furnifh them 

with 
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with a fufficifcnt motive for crucifying the' 
flefh, I defpair of being able to offer any other 
which will be more powerful. I might tell 
you, how mean it is to let fenfe give law to 
reafon, and to prefer the earthly tabernacle, to 
its immortal inhabitant. I ifright aflure you, 
that you are ferving an ungrateful mafler, 
whom you Can never fatisfy j that, while you 
feed one lull, you muft ftarye another, whofe 
importunate cravings will deftroy the relifh of 
your imagined happinefs. I might tell you, 
that the flefh muft ere long be f educed to rot- 
terinefs and duft, and be buried under ground, 
that it may be no offence to the living. But 
what are all thefe arguments, compared with 
that motive which is implied in the text, that, 
unlefs you crucify the flefh, you do not be- 
long to Chrift ; and if you have no intereft in 
Chrift, God is a confuming fire. So that this 
furnifheth me with an addrefs, to the fame 
purpofe with what a brave officer made to his 
foldiers in a day of battle, " Unlefs ye kill 
" your enemies," faid he, " they will kill 
" you." In like manner, I fay to you, Unlefs 
ye crucify the flefh, it will be your everlafting 

ruih.> 
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ruin. " For if ye live after the flefh, ye fhall 
"die." 

As for you who are mourning oyer the re«- 
mainders of corruption, and ftruggling to get 
free from them, I know that you will require 
no motives to engage you to go on in this op* 
pofition to the carnal principle. I fhall, there- 
fore, only offer you a few directions, with 
which I will now conclude. 

Keep a ftri£t watch over your fenfes. Let 
nothing enter into the foul by thefe avenues, 
without a ftri£t examination. Avoid with the 
utmdft caution all thofe things which may in- 
flame your paffions, and accuftom yourfelves 
to contradict them in their firft tendencies to 
evil. A fpark may eafily be quenched, which, 
after it hath kindled a flame, will baffle all 
your induftry. Improve that holy ordinance* 
which you have been celebrating, to this fa- 
lutary purpofe. The contemplation of a cru- 
cified Saviour is an excellent mean to affifl: 
you in crucifying the flefh. When your ap* 
petites folicit any unlawful indulgence, re* 
member him who had not even the common 
accommodations of nature. When your flefh 
requires eafe and pleafure^ think of him who 

pleafed 
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pleafed not, or minded not himfelf, but for 
your fakes fubmitted to hunger and thirfli 
wearinefs and Watching, pain and reproach, 
and at laft to a!n ignominious death. When 
riches inflame your defires, refleft on the hif- 
tory of Jefus, " who, though he was rich, for 
u your fakes became poor, that ye through 
" his poverty might be made rich." When 
the defire of applaufe, or the fear of cenfure, 
from man, tempt you to.defert the path of 
duty, then remember him who for you made 
himfelf of no reputation, gave his head to be 
crowned with thorns, and his body to be ar- 
rayed with the garb of derifion, and was fuf- 
pended on a crofs in the company of malefac- 
tors* In all thefe views, let your eyes be di- 
rected to Jefus, the author and finifher of your 
faith. Above all, depend much on the grace 
of God, and pour out your fouls in fervent 
fupplications for the Spirit of Promife, by 
whofe afliftance alone you can mortify the 
deeds of the body, and crucify the flefh, with 
its affe&ions and lufts. Principles of philofo- 
phy may reftrain our evil paflions ; but no- 
thing lefs than the Omnipotent power of di- 
vine grace can overcome them. Plead, there- 
fore, 
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fore, eameftly, that he who is now afcended 
up on high, and hath received gifts for men, 
may grant you every needful iupply in this 
difficult warfare : that fd, when you have 
fought the good fight, and dvercome your 
enemies, both within and without you, you 
.maybe publicly acknowledged and acquitted in, 
the day of judgment, and made perfectly nap- 
py in the full enjoyment of God for ever* 
Amen* 
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Psalm, rw (5. nl . Y 

■ . •■ v.. ■ • 

Tfor* Be many that fay y Who witljbew ut any 
good? Lord, lift t Lou up the light *f thy 
countenance upon us. Thou haft put gifid- 
nefs in my hearty more than in the time that 
their corn and their wine increqfed. 



THE chief diftinSion between a child of 
God, arid a man of the world, lies in 
the prevailing* -.tendency of their, defifes* Both 
of them are engaged u&dtefpufuit ofhappi- 
nefs. But the one aims at nothing higher 
than the prefent gratification of his appetites* 
while the ^th$r rifes above this world, and 
afpires at. the.ifupreme .felicity of his immortal 
nature. The one feeks information from eve- 
ry quarter concerning the obje£t of his pur- 
suit j^he otfijtf aiks the blefling dire&ly from 

■- , the 
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the Giver of all good. The 6rie feeks k hap- 
pinefs feparated from God : the whole earth, 
without the light of God's countenance* 
would appear to the other a barren wilder- 
nefs* and a place of exile.**— I propofe* in dif- 
courfing on this fubje&* 

Firft) To make a few remarks on the 
Pfalmift's defcription of thefe oppofue cha- 
racters. 

Secondly, To illuftrate the two following 
proportions* which naturally arife from the 
test, namely* That wordly men have little 
caufe to rejoice in the temporal advantages 
which they poflefs ; and that the light of 
God's countenance is fufficient to gladden 
the heart of a faint in all circumftances wh^t- 
ibever. 

The illuftration of thefe particulars will 
jjive rife to a pra&ical improvement of the 
fubjeft.— »JLet us, 

Fir/l, Attend to the defcription of world- 
ly men in the firft part of the 6th verfe, 
There be many that fay* Who will fhew 
us any good ?" — It is obvious, in the 
ifi place* That this queftion betrays a 
Bb2 great 
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great degree cf inward diffatisfa&ion and per- 
plexity. They fpeat like men who have no; 
relifh for what they poflefs, and who are ut-* 
terly at a lofs to what hand to turn for en-' 

f jbyment. They do not afk, who will fhew- 
us the chief good % But; u Who will fhew- 

, ** lis any good?* any thing to fill up the cra- 
ving vacuity of our minds : a plain intima- 
tion that hitherto they have been mife*ably< 
difappointed id their purfuite, aricl that at the 
time ' of the queftion they cannot find any* 
thing in their lot that deferves the name of 
good. They are unacquainted with happi- 
nefs, though they have been always in fearchf 
of it, and neither faiow wherein if £onfifts,' 
nor how it is to be obtained:-^* deferves ou^ 
notice, 

idly^ That the only good whifch thfey in- 
quire for is fome prefent fenfible enjoymtent;, 
which may be pointed out to the eye of fenfe* 
and may be immediately laid hold of. " Who- 
** will fljew us any good F* They are ftran- 

i gers to the operation of that faith^ which ir 
u the fubftance of things hoped for,, and the* 
" evidence of things npt feen." They I<6ok 
not f c at the things which are unfcen afid eter-* 
i * " nal : 
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** nal ;" their views are confined within the 
narrow limits of this prefent life ; and they 
•covet no other portion than they fuppofe may 
be found in the world of fenfe.— It may bfc 
obferved, 

3*//y, That they make no difcriminatloii 
of the obje&s which they feek after. Any 
good will be welcome to them : let it be good 
food, or good clothings a good eftate by 
lawful means, or a good eftate by any means 
whatever ; a good bargain in bufinefs, or a 
good booty by theft or plunder : no mattct 
What it is, provided it gives them pteafure ia 
. the mean time, or relieves them firom the irk- 
fome labour of thinking on thernfehres, arid 
on the great end for which they were made. 
« — Once more, in the 

/[lb place, You obferve, that amidft all their 
diffatisfa&idn with their prefent . ftate, and 
their % eager defires after fomething. better, 
they do not turn their thoughts at all to God; 
but feem rather determined to banifh the re- 
membrance of him from their minds. They 
feek counfel from others, but none from him: 
they inquire at weak and erring mortals like 
B b j themtelvcs. 
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themfelves, but they neither afk wifdom not 
grace from God. 

Such is the reprefentation which the Pfal-r 
inift gives us of the temper and of the Ian- 
/ g ua g e of worldly men. He further tells us, 
/ that the character of which he gives this def- 
priptioa, was a common one in his time : 
"] " There be many that fay. Who will fhew 
" us any good ?" And it is but too appa- 
rent, that multitudes of men do ftill exhibit 
the fame temper. They have no relifh for 
fpiritual and divine enjoyments; their only 
?arp ip, " What they (hall eat, and what they 
" fhall drink, and wherewithal they fhall be 
^ clothed." — " They labour abundantly for 
" the me*it which perhheth, but not at all 
" for that meat which endureth unto ever- 
■ w - lafting life."- And though they meet re- 
peated difapppintmeqts in every new experi- 
ment; yet inftead of feeking, after happineft 
^vhere it is alone to be found, they ftill re- 
new the fruitlefs fearch among the creatures 
around them, and cry out with as much keen- 
neis as ever, " Whp will £heyr us any 
4i worldly good ?" 

Let us sow turn our'eyes to a different ob- 
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JfcS, and confider the temper of\ child of 
God, as it is beautifully defcfibed by the 
Pfalmift/ Whilft ~ otWs ; fay, '"" Who wilt 
u fhew us any good ?" the language of his 
heart is, " Lord, lift thou upon me the light 
" of thy countenance," He, too, feeks what is 
goocl ; for the define of happinefs is comnlaa 
to afr.~But you will obferVel 

real and a tubflahtial good 
Nay, iris the chief *good. He difdains the 
tfhoiight of having any thing lefs than this few? 
(he portion of his J fouL lie knows that all 
other iburces of enjoyment are no better than 
<c broken ci(iern§, which can hold no "water ;" 

the bo- 
Immortal 
iitKer 'as the 'pbjeSfe of ItV choice, or 
the lO0rces oFift Happineis. — And as* nothing 
canlatisry him but a real and permanent good* 




iv 



2a^, Tfeat n^ .knows, where* that good is to 
be found. lie has no need to iolicit infor- 
mation from everyone he meets. ^ He knows 
tfiat fS^flfvour or <??ocf, and tlTe TenTe of his , 
"' ? "" V Bb4 "loving 

1 
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loving kindnefs, are the only fources of true 
bappinefs. Here therefore he fixeth his choice, 
tad is perfe&ly fatisfied that he is right in 
doing fp. 

The worldly mind is in a ftate of perpe-* 
tual fluduation. Having no determinate 
ebjed in view, it runs wild in purfuit of 
every delufive image of good ; and wheq dif* 
appointed in one obje&, only feels a more 
intenfe defire to feek its gratification in an- 
other. 

But the enlightened mind feeth vanity eq-? 
graved, in deep and legible characters, on all 
things below the fun ; and therefore looks be- 
yond and above them for its portion, faying, 
"With the devout Pfalmift, " Whom have I iq 
<c heaven but thee ? and there is none upon 
%i earth whom I defire befide thee. My flefh 
* l and my heart faileth : but God is the; 
* l ftrength of my heart, and my portion for-r 
u ever."— I obferve, in the 

$d place, That a child of God goes di- 
ye&ly to God himfelf, and begs the bleffing 
from him. lie lofes no. time in wandering 
funpng the creatures, or in making experi- 
ments of fenfual pleafure j but takes the fhor- 

teft 
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teft iroad to the object he purfues. He flies 
to the arms of his Father, and implores that 
he would fmile on him, and grant him his 
falvation. Senfible at the fame time of his 
unwbrthinefs, he claims nothing as a debt j. 
but what he afits, he prays for as a free un- 
merited gift* fetching all his arguments from 
his mercy, and pleading with him for his own 
name's fake, " O Lord, lift thou upon mer 
-*i the light of thy countenance/ V^Qace n*ore r 
in the 

qtb place, It deferves our notice, that the 
Pfakuift, in the name of all the godly, ufetl* 
thjs prayer in direct oppofitipn to the carnal 
language of worldly men, who are continu- 
ally crying, ♦ c Who will fhew us any good V 
Hereby intimating to us, that a child q£ God 
can relifh no fweetnefs in any inferior good, 
till he be affured of the divine favour ; an4 v 
that when this great bleffing is obtained, no* x 
thing amifs can cQtote fo hifn. Even amidft \ 
the abundance of outward things, he Diourna / 
And languifhetji, as long as he apprehends 
God to be at a diftance from hintg t And no 
fooner doth he behold his reconciled counter 
iiance, than he forgets, every outward calami-* 
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ty, and can rejoice in the loweft ftate of po-^ 

verty and diftrefs. 

In a word, to the fpiritual man the favour 

of God is one thing Aeedful. As to other 

things, which may be either good or bad, as 
i they are ufed, he dareS not be peremptory in 
1 his choice ; tt For who knoweth what is good 
\ u for man in this life ?" But fhe favour of 

his God he cannot want. Herb all his defires 

centre, and here he hath treafured up ail the 

wifhes of his heart. 

Having thus confidercd the Pfaimift's de- 

fcription of thefe two oppofite chara&ers in 

the text, let us now proceed, 

Secondly, To illuftrate the propofitions 
which arife^frbttr this comparifon— The 

Firji whicfi PfifeSKoned was, That world- 
ly men havelittle'caiileto^ejcftce in the tem- 
poral advantages vlft{&ff f they^ 
f Stitch ydtif lrri^^mg D ito l m utmoft ; 
/ fancf<t» youifelv& d*iW raifed c above 1 all his 
fellows, ei^o^fiig ^vety thing tfiSf his heatf 
can wifh, oKtfed and hbriiM^&fall ardriiid 
him ; ler-luxurfft^nifh dti^fi^HWe aritfta- 
*>le ; let profperit)P^nti hi^fte^atfrf^Wi 

T his 
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his undertakings with glory. Add to thefc 
advantages, if you will, the fplendid titles of 
king and hero ; and when you have finilhed 
the gaudy pi&ure, fay, what doth the value 
of it amount to f 

i#, May not all thefe outward things con- 
fift with the prefent mifery of the perfon who 
poflefleth them ? May not the man who hath 
reached the fummit of earthly grandeur be 
the wrecthed flave of his own paflions, and 
fufFer all the torments of a difeafed mind ? 
Who have, in fad, held the moft complain- 
ing language on the fubjeft of human life ? 
Have not thofe who have drunk deepeft of 
the cup of profperity, and whofe minds, fa- 
tiated with pleafure, have become the prey of 
fpleen apd diiappointment. Unlefs, therefore, 
we can finifh the defcription of the profpe- 
rous man,, by faying, that his foul is as flou- 
rifhing as his body, and that his eternal inte- 
reft is as well fecured as his temporal advan- 
tages feem to be, all that we have fuppofed 
him to poflefs muft go for nothing. He ia, 
indeed more ftimptuoufly miferable than any 
of his fellow-creatures, but cannot be allow- 
ed to have the lead reafonable caufe of joy. 

God 
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God feeth not as man feeth. Man looketh 
on the outward appearance, but God ffcarch~, 
feth the heart. Accordingly, he fpeaks a lan- 
guage very different from the men of the 
world, and calls thofe " wretched, and mife- 
u rable, and poor, and blind, and naked," 
who think themfelves, and perhaps are thought 
by others, to be M rich, and increased in goods, 
fi and to ftand in need of nothing." And 
wiH any wife man, then, rejoice in thefe out- 
ward circiimftances, which may fo eafily con*, 
fift with the real mifeiry of the perfon who 
pofleffeth them I — Efpecially if we qonfider, 

idly. That thefe vetfy things are frequently 
Che means of making men miferable, and of 
fixing them in that deplorable ftate. How 
/ jnany have been fruitful in the low valley of 
adyerfity, who have proved barren, after they 
removed their habitations to the high moun- 
tains of prosperity:? . And fhould any man 
rejoice, becaufe hemuft pafs to heaven as a 
camel muftpafs through the eye of a needle ? 
Is it. not, difficult enough to keep our hearts 
and afie&ions above r when even we have lit- 
tle or nothing to confine them below I And 
ihould we, whQ already ftumbJs at a ftraw, 

rejoice 
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fcjoice that we have rocks of offence, and 
mountains of provocation caft in our way? 
How few are advanced to higher meafures of 
faith and holinefs, by their advancement m 
the world ? How ftrangely doth profperit f 
transform men, and make them forget their 
former apprehensions of things, their convic- 
tions, their purpofes, and their vows ; nay* 
their God, their happinefs, and themfelves ? 
While men are low in the world and live by 
faith, they do good with: the little which they 
poffefs, and have the bleffing of a willing 
toind : Whereas, when they are lifted up y 
they often lofe the inclination, in proportion; 
as they increafe in the ability of doing good, 
and ufe their fuperior talents only ta bring 
upon themfelves a heavier condemnation. The 
carnal mind commonly grows with the caiv 
nal intereft, and the greateft oppofers of God 
have in all ages been the very perfons who 
were moft indebted to his goodnefs* Rejoice 
not then in- the poffeffion of thefe common; 
mercies for their own fake j and learn to va- 
foe them only as they are made fubfervient to 
your real ufefulnefs* and to your fpiritual joy. 
For, in the 
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$d place, All thefe things may end in mife-> 
ry, and leave the owner in everlafting wo. 
He who to-day " is clothed iri purple and 
4C fine linen, and fares fumptuoufly," may to* 
morrow " lift up his eyes in torments."—* 
<c Weeping, and wailing, and gnafhing of 
" teeth" may fucceed to his carnal mirth. If 
this (hall happen, he fhall theft cry out, O 
that I had lain in medicinal rags, inftead of 
having got this mortal furfeit of profperity ! 
Alas ! are all my pleafant morfels to be for 
ever exchanged for this gall and wormwood ! 
O deplorable ftate ! O wretched iflue of a 
carnal life ! 

Think not that I am an enemy to your joy, 
in urging thefe remonftrances. My foie aim 
is to lead you to that fountain, which will at 
all times fupply you with the moft exalted de- 
light ; the fenfe of the love of God, and the 
fure profpeft of immortal felicity. Were you ' 
in this happy condition, then fhould I bid you 
rejoice even in thofe temporal mercies, as the 
gifts of your Heavenly Father, the tokens of his 
love, and the pledges of your future inheri- 
tance. I would then addrefs you in the words 
of the preacher, "Go thy way, eat thy bread 

" « with 
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n with joy, and drink thy wine with a men- 
" fy heatt ; for God now accepteth thy 
cc works." But until you have made fure of 
this one thing needful, I muft be an enemy to 
your fecure ^nd carnal joy. The frantic 
mirth of a madman is an object that will caft 
a damp on a mind the moil addi&ed to gaie- 
ty ; and I appeal to yourfelves, whether it be 1 
reafonable for a m?m to rejoice, who, in the \ 
midft of all his pleafures, cannot have the j 
fmalleft affurance that he fhall be the next J 
moment out of hell. A wicked man, fuffer- 
ing the horror? of an awakened confcience, is 
indeed an obje£t of commiferation : but a far 
greater object of commiferation is that man, 
who, in the depths of mifery, and on the very 
brink of perdition, ftill retains his thbughtlefe 
and infenfible gaiety of heart. This is that 
laughter of which Solomon might well fay, 
" It is mad ;" and that mirth of which he 
faith, t " what doth it ?" How many are now 
in lorf ow, by reafon of this unfeafonable and 
fmful joy ? They were too gay to liften to 
the grave admonitions of God's word ; too 
eagerly bent upon tfyeir delufive pieafures to 
attend to the motions of his Holy Spirit; and, 

therefore, 
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therefore, becaufe when God called thif 
would not hear ; fo he now laughs at their 
calamity, and mocks when their fears are 
come upon them. It is the awful apprehen- 
sion of this which conftrains me to be eaftieft 
with you in my prefent argument* The plea- 
fure which you take hi the enjoyments of 
ienfe, is that which makes you carelefs of the 
pleafures of religion. Could I for once pre- 
vail with you to enter into your own breads, 
to abftrad yourfelves from the buiinefs and 
pleafures of this vain world, and to think fe- 
rioufly for one day tipon your everlafting 
ftate, I fhould not defpair of convincing yon, 
that this earth can afford nothing which can 
be an equivalent for, your immortal fouls. 
But, alas ! your fenfual diffipated mirth ba> 
nifheth all reflection, and makes you deaf to 
the fober voice of reafon. When you are 
confined to a bed of fickrtefs, indeed, or Ian- 
guifhing under fome painful difeafe, it is po£- 
fible for a religious monitor to obtain fome-» 
thing like a patient hearing from you : but 
when your flefh is in vigour, and capable of 
relifhing outward pleafures* this docile feafofl 
is no more, and all the truths which relate to 

another 
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another world become grating and offenfive 
to your ears, like thg found of aa inftrument 
out of tune. I have only to add on this head, 
that were your mirth, fuch as it i^, to endure 
£ov any time, I fhould wonder the lefs at your 
rejecting this admonition. But, alas ! to be 
jocund, or even happy, for a day, and then 
to lie down in endlefs torment, is a difmal 
profped indeed. To fee a man laugh and 
play, aijd brave it out, in a vefTel which is fo 
fwiftly running down a ftream which termi- 
nates in a gulph of endlefs horror, is a {hock- 
ing fpeftacle, and calls loudly on every one 
who fees it to warn the unhappy perfon of hb 
danger. This hath been my office to you j 
and could I be your friend if I did lefs ? If I 
did not obteft you with ail the earneftnefs of 
which I am capable, to fecure your intereft in 
another world than this, and to derive your 
joys from fomething better than the portion 
of the fenfualift ? 

Let us now turn our eyes to a more agree- 
able obje&, and furvey thofe folid grounds 
of joy which belong to the people of God.— 
For the 

Vol. III. C c Sicond 
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Second propofition which I propofed to il- 
luftrate was, that the light of God's counte- 
nance is fufficient to gladden the heart of & 
faint in all circumftances whatfoever. For 
this purpofe, let us confider from what four- 
ces the joys of a faint proceed. 

ijt 9 Then, he is poffefTed of the joy which 
refults from comparing his prefent happy con- 
dition with the mifery in which he was once 
involved. He remembers a time when, like 
others, he wandered in the vanity and dark- 
nefs of his mind, ftill putting the anxious 
queftion, " Who will fliew me any good ?" 
When, like a fheep, he went aftray, in the 
dark and howling wiidernefs ; when lie fed 
upon mere hufks, and fpeht his money for 
that which is not bread. " But now he is re- 
u turned to the Shepherd and Bifhop of his 
" foul." He is paffed from death to life : the 
Judge of the univerfe is at peace with him, 
and hath call all his fins into the depth of the 
fea. He hath got within the walls of the city 
of refuge, where the avenger of blood cannot 
enter ; the fword of juftice is put up in its 
fcabbard ; and that Almighty Being, upon 
whom he conftantly depends, hath laid afide 

his 
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his wrath, and beholds him with a pleafant 
countenance. And, therefore, u Although 
* c the fig-tree (hall not bloflbm, neither (hall 
a fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the 
4i olive (hall fail, and the fields (hall yield no 
u meat ; the flock fhall be cut off from the 
u fold, and there fhall be no herd in the 
fC ffcalis ; yet will he rejoice in the Lord, he 
** will joy in the Gbd of his falvation."— - ■ 
But a 

2d Source of joy to a child of God, confifts 
in. the a&ual honours and privileges conferred 
upon him. He is advanced to the deareft 
and mod intimate relation to God, adopted 
into his family, and inverted with all the 
rights of a fon. la him that life is begun, 
which, being hid with Ghrift in God, fhall be 
preferved and improved, till at length it be 
perfected in the heavenly world. c< Rejoice 
'* in the Lord, O ye righteous ; and fhout 
" for joy, all ye that are upright in heart." 
To you it belongs to come boldly to a throne 
of grace, in the aflured hope that you fhall 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help you in 
every time of need : by the blood of Jeius you 
can enter into the holieft, and in every thing 
Cca by 
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by prayer and fupplication^with thankfgiv- 
ing, make your requefts known to God ; catt- 
ing all your care upon him, becaufe he careth 
for you. He is yours who poffeffeth aU 
things, and what can you want ? He is yours 
who can do all things, and what fhould you 
fear ? He is yours who is goodnefs and love 
itfelf, how then can you be miferable, or what 
imperfe&ion can there be in your felicity ? 
His faithfulnefs is pledged to make all things 
work together for your good. The mod af- 
flictive events, like the furnace or pruning 
hook, fliall only purge away your drofs, or 
render you more fruitful. So that you may 
glory in tribulation, u knowing that tribula- 
4i tion worketh patience, and patience expe- 
4< rience, and experience hope that maketh 
<c not aftiamed." To conclude this detail of 
the privileges of a faint, hear how the Apoftle 
to the Corinthians defcribes them (i Corinth, 
aii. 2i.) t " All things are yours, whether 
<c Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, 
a or life, or death, or things prefent, or things 
" to come; all are yours; and ye are Chrift's; 
<c and Chrift is God's/'— Once more, 

3#f 
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3<//y, The joy of a faint proceeds from the 
contemplation of thfofe future bleffingg which 
as yet are only the obje&s of hope. But in 
ipeaking of thefe, where fhall we begin ? 
Shall I pafs beyond the dark and lonely grave, 
which Job hath ftyled " the houfe appointed 
" for all living," and lead you upwards at 
once to the realms of light and joy, to furvey 
that houfe, with many manfions, whither 
Chrift is gone to prepare a place for his peo- 
ple ? No ; in the paffage I laft quoted, we 
find death reckoned among the pofleffions of 
believers. To thofe who belong to Chrift^ 
death ceafeth to be the king of terrors. The 
ftroke he gives doth indeed put an end to the 
exiflence of the old man ; but by that very 
ftroke, the fetters which galled the new man 
in Chrift are broken afunder, and the life im*- 
parted by the fecond Adam comes to full ma- 
turity, when that which was derived froth the 
firft Adam concludes. When, therefore, we 
view death and the grave as confecfated by 
Chrift, who died and was buried, they are no 
more to be ranked among the articles of the 
curfe denounced againft the original apoftafy; 
but fall to be inrolled among the u things to 
:* Cc3 ^' comes" 
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€C come ;" of which every believer may fay, 
They are mine. In this light did Paul be- 
hold them, when he faid, " To me to live is 
*' Chrift, and to die is gain. — I defire to de- 
€i part, and to be with Chrift, which is far 
c< better." — " While I anj at home in the bo- 
u dy, I am abfent from the Lord. I am, 
a therefore, confident and willing, rather to 
* c be abfent from the body, and prefent with 
" the Lord/ 5 — " O death, where is thy fting ? 
u O grave, where is thy vi&ory ? The fting 
c< of death is (in, and the ftrength of fin is 
<c the law. But thanks be unto God who 
* c giveth us the victory, through Jefus Chrift 
« our Lord/' 

But it is the refurre&ion which fhall com- 
plete the triumph of the faints, when that 
which is fown in weaknefs, in difhonour, and 
corruption, fhall be raifed in power, in glory, 
and incorruption. In that day of the mani- 
feftation of the fons of God, when our vile 
bodies fhall be changed and fafhioned like un- 
to Chrift's glorious body, " when this corrupt 
** tible fhall have put on incorruption, and 
** this mortal fhall have put on immortality, 
" then fhall be brought to pafs the faying 

"that 
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%i that is written, Death is fwallowed up in 
" vidiory." But how fhall we fpeak of the 
glory yet to be revealed, u which eye hath 
" not ken, nor ear, heard, neither hath it en- 
" tered into the heart of man to conceive." 
Should I attempt any defcription of it, I 
ihould only " darken counfel by words with- 
".out knowledge*" — " It doth not yet ap~ 
" pear," faith the Apoftle John, * what we 
" fhall be : , but this we know, that when he 
" fhall appear, we fhall be like him ; for ,wje 
" fhall fee him as he is." Here, then, let us 
flop. To be made like the Son of God, to 
behold his unveiled glory, and to be for ever 
with him: thefe particulars muft furely ii*- 
clude every ingredient which can belong to 
the higheft perfection and happinefs of a crea- 
ture. With this great obje£t in our eye, how 
well doth it become us to adopt the language 
of the Apoftle Peter, and to fay with fervent 
gratitude, as he did, " BlefTed be the God and 
" Father of our Lord Jefus Ghrift, which ac- 
" cording to his abundant mercy hath begot- 
" ten us again unto a lively hope, by the re- 
" furre&ion of Jefus Ghrift frbiji the dead, to 
Qc4 ...... ant 
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an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 

that fadeth not away." 

Thefe are the peculiar fources from which 

the godly man derives his joy. And may I not 

now appeal to you, whether they are not of 

fuch a nature, as that no outward diftrefs or 

calamity can take them away ? Even when 

the heavens fhall be rolled together like a 

fcroll, and the elements fhall melt with fer- 

/^ vent heat, he will be able to look at the migh- 

/ ty defolation, and fay, when all thefe materi- 

\ als are confumed, I fhall have loft nothing ; 

God liveth, bleffed be my rock."— u The 

Lord is the portion of mine inheritance," 
and in him I pofiefs and enjoy all things. 

And now, what improvement are we to 
make of this fubjecft ? — In the 

\ft place, Let us inquire which of the cha- 
racters defcribed by the Pfalmift belongs to us. 
Are we among the many that fay, " Who will 
44 fhew us any good ?"■ or are we among the 
happy few who feek the light of God's coun- 
tenance above all things ? There is no neutral 
perfon in this cafe. Every man that liveth 
upon the earth, is either " carnally minded, 
jj* which is death; or fpiritually minded, which 
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u is life and peace ;" either a child of God, or 
a drudge and flave to the world.. To whicfc 
party, then, do you belong? What are your 
hearts principally fet upon, and whither do 
you bend your chief and moft vigorous en- 
deavours ? If you can find but little leifure for 
the fervice of God, and the care of your fouls; 
if you can fpend whole days without calling 
upon God, or reading his word ; if the Sab- 
bath appears burdenfome to you, and you 
join in your hearts with thofe profane perforis 
whom the Prophet Amos defcribes, as faying, 
(viii. 5.), " When will the new moon be 
" gone, that we may fell corn ? and the Sab- 
" bath, that we may fet forth, wheat ?" If 
you are confcious that it is thus with you, I 
need fcarcely inform you, that you muft be 
daffed with thofe whofe language it is, " Wha . 
" will fliew us any good ?" A 

id Ufe, therefore, which I would make of 
this fubjed, is, to exhort you, who are yet 
carnally minded, to think ferioufly of your 
condition. Ye are, purfuing what will for 
ever flee from you. Ye are combating with 
a decree of him who is Almighty, even that 
irreverfible decree which hath pronounced va- 
nity 
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nity on all things below the fun. Ye are 
opposing the experience of all who ever made 
the fame trial before you ; ye are ftruggling 
with the very feelings of your own hearts, 
which as yet have never found that perma- 
nent fatisfa&ion which they require* O 
then be perfuaded to relinquifh thofe falfe 
plans of happinefs by which you have been ' 
hitherto deluded, and ! to feek the favour of 
that God who is the only adequate portion 
of an immortal foul. Liften to that kind 
expoftulation and advice (Ifaiah lv. 2. 3.), 
<c Wherefore do ye fpend money for that 
cc which is not bread, and your labour for 
" that which fatisfieth not ? Hearken di- 
44 ligently unto me, and eat ye that which 
u is good, and let your foul delight itfelf 
** in fatnefs. Incline your ear, and come 
€i unto me ; hear, and your foul fhall live ; 
c< and I will make an everlafting covenant 
" with you, even the fure mercies of Da- 
« vid." 

•> Laftly, Let me call on thofe who have 
been taught to value the light of God's couiv- 
tenanoe above «U things, to be humble and 

, thajxkful. 
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thankful Often recoiled that mercy which 
plucked you as brands out. of the burning, 
and fet you apart to fee the glory of the Lord; 
and to Ihow forth his praife. Often acknow- 
ledge that fovereign grace by which you were 
arretted in the broad way that leads to deftruo* 
tion, and led to him who alone hath the 
words of eternal life. " Who made thee dif- 
u fer, and what haft thou that thou didft not 
44 receive ?" If he who commanded the light 
to fhine out of darknefs hath ihined into your 
hearts, to give you the light of the knowledge 
of his glory, as it fhines in the face of Jefus ; 
adore and praife this diftinguifhing goodnefs ; 
acknowledge, with humble gratitude, th^t it 
was the doing of the Lord. And if you would 
continue to enjoy the comfort which arifeth 
from the light of God's countenahce, be care- 
ful to abound in all thofe " fruits of righte- 
44 oufnefs, which are through Chrift to the 
" praife and glory of God." Our duty and 
our comfort are wifely and gracioufly con- 
nected together. 44 Great peace have they 
44 that love thy law," faith the Pfalmift, 44 and 
44 nothing ftxall offend them."— " The work 

44 of 
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• Hebrews, ix. 28. 

Chrijl was once offered to bear the Jins of ma- 
ny; and unto them that look 'for him Jhall 
he appear tbefecond time, without Jin, unto 
falvation. 



THERE are two things which we are 
taught to believe concerning Chrift. 
The frji is, That he once appeared in this 
world, clothed with our nature ; that he pub- 
lifhed to Tinners of mankind a pure and hea- 
venly dodtrine ; and after exhibiting, in his 
own conduit, a fair and unblemiihed example 
of holy obedience, at laft offered up himfelf a 
facrifice to God, to expiate our offences, and 
purchafe our eternal redemption. The fecohd 
is, That this fame Jefus, who was dead, is 

now 
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now alive, and fitteth on the right hand of 
the Majefly on high, from whence he fliall 
come at the end of the world, crowned with 
glory and honour, and attended with all the 
hoft of heaven, to judge the quick and the 
dead. 

We were this day commemorating, in the 
Holy Sacrament of the Supper *, what Chrift 
hath already done for the redemption of his 
people. There we beheld him " evidently 
€C fet forth as crucified before our eyes," bear- 
ing our griefs, and " wounded for our tranf- 
c< greffions." And now, to difplay the rich- 
es of his grace, and our infinite obligations to 
love and ferve him, let us with joy contem- 
plate what he is farther to do, as it is fhortly 
expreffed in the latter part of my text : " Un- 
" to them that look for him, fliall he appear 
" the fecond time, without fin t unto falva- 
" tion." The 

/ Firfi thing that claims our attention is the 
certainty of our Lord s return, " He flxali 

" appear 

* Preached on the evening of a Communion Sabbath, ' 
tyarch 16. 1783, a few days before the Author's death. 
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appear the fecond time/* And, blefled be 
God, this comfortable truth doth not depend 
upon any dotibtful procefs of reafoning, but 
is both fupported and illuftrated by a variety 
of the mod clear and exprefs declarations of 
Holy writ. The Apoftle Jude informs us, that 
Enoch, the feventh from Adam, by faith fore- 
faw this great event, and faid, by divine in* 
fpiration, " Behold, the Lord cometh with 
" ten thoufand of his faints, to execute judge- 
" ment on all." It was Chrift's promife to 
his difciples, " In my Father's houfe are 
" many manfions ; if it were not fo, I would 
• ' have told you : I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive you 
unto myfelf, that where I am ? there ye 
may be alfo." The angels who attended 
him at his afceniion into heaven, bare witnefs 
to the fame truth. " Ye men of Galilee," 
faid they, " why ftand ye gazing up into hea- 
" ven ? This fame Jefus, which is taken up 
" from you into heaven, fhall fo come in 
" like manner as ye have feen him go into 
" heaven." Nay, we are told, that the Fa- 
ther hath appointed the very day in which 

" he 
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u he (hall judge the world in righteoufnefs, 
* by that Man whom he hath ordained." la 
a word, this dodfaine is not only frequently 
aflerted in Scripture, but is fo intimately con- 
nected with all the other parts of revelation* 
that the whole mull ftand or fall with it. Is 
not the Sacrament of the Supper, a vifible 
pledge of our Lord's return, as well as,a me- 
morial of his fufferings and death t And do 
we not profefs an equal belief of both every 
time we partake of that holy ordinance. " For 
" as often as we eat this bread, and drink tins 
"cup, we do (hew the Lord's death till he 
u come ;" that is, we commemorate his death 
in the faitl^of his fecond and glorious appear- 
ance. 

This, my brethren, is an interefting truth, 
and doth juftly challenge our tnoft ferious 
attention. It is not more certain that we are, 
jnet together in this place, than that we fhall 
all meet again at the tribunal of Chrift, where 
every one of us {hall appear in his true co- 
lours, without any mafk or difguife. At pre- 
fent we are but little acquainted with our- 
felves, and frequently miftaken by others ; 
but the fentence of the Supreme Judge will 

re&ify 




SERMON XVIII. 409 

rc&ify all miftakes, and at once put an end 
to the prefumptuous hope of the hypocrite, 
and to the fears and anxieties of the humble 
felf-fyfpedting foul. Whom he then juftifies^ 
none can condemn ; and whom he then con- 
demns, none dare juftify, neither is there any 
that can deliver out of his hand. .What a 
mighty influence oughtthis to have on our 
temper and practice ? Were any of us to be 
tried for our lives at a human bar, I am per* 
fiiaded that the thoughts of it would fo fully ' 
poffefs our minds, as to leave room for almoft 
nothing elfe. Yet the mod that the judge 'can 
do in fuch a cafe, is to determine the day be<* 
yorid jvhich we ihali not live ; wHile neither 
he, nor any man in the world, can fay with 
certainty, that we {hall live till that day come. * 
One of a thoufand accidents may eut us of^ 
and prevent the execution of his fentence ; fo 
that the legal date of our lives may be cpnfi- 
derably longer than the- term which the Au-< 
thor of our lives hath appointed. But the if- 
lue of that trial, which we rauft undergo at 
the fecond appearance of Chrift, is of eternal, 
cohfequence to us. Our final ftate is determin- 
ed by it; and no power in heaven 6r pn ear$l\ 
Y9L.III. Dd • is 
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is able to defeat or alter the fentence. And is 
it poffible that we can banifh the thoughts of 
this for one moment, or that we can think of 
it with cold and unafFe&ed hearts ? The 

i 

Second thing that deferves the peculiar no- 
tice of believers is, the gracious defign of our 
Lord's appearance. "^ He fhall appear the fe- 
" cond time, unto falvation." i Some may, 
perhaps, be at a k)fs to conceive what fhould 
remain to be done for the falvation of the 
faints, after their fouls are admitted into hea- 
ven. But if we refleft a little, we fhall be 
fenfible, that even after the foul's admiffion 
into heaven, there are feveral things to be 
done by Chrift for his people, which will in-* 
creafe their happinefs, and render their falva- 
tion more perfect. — For, 

i^, At his fecond coming, Chrift will raife 
the dead bodies of his fervants, which will, 
without doubt, be a confiderable addition to 
their felicity. The fouls of the faints are re- 
prefented in Scripture as waiting and longing 
for the refurre&ion of their bodies. Hence 
their flefh is faid to reft in hope : and, there- 
fore, when this hope is fulfilled at CJmft's fe- 
cond 
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•cend appearance, we may juftly xonchide, 
that the joy of the foul fhall be heightened 
and improved ; efpecially when we confider 
the wonderful change which fhall be wrought 
upon the body itfelf. When, in the morning 
of the refurre&ion, the trumpet fhall found, 
and the graves fhall be opened j : when that 
which was fown in weaknefs and difhonour, 
fhall be raifed in power and glory ; when the 
formerly vile body ihatl not only be refined, 
but fafhioned like unto the glorious body of 
the Redeemer, with what triumph and exul- 
tation fliill that fong be fung ! " Death is fwal- 
" lowed up in victory."*— " O death, where 
** is thy fling ? O grave, where is thy vi&o- 
* c ry? The fting of death is fin, and the 
" ftrength of fin is the law. But thanks be 
*' to God, which' giveth ps the vi&ory,, 
" through our I^ord Jefus Chrift."* 

» idly y In that day the church, which is call- 
ed the body of Chrift, fhall be complete; which 
muft add to the happinefs of every faint in 
particular* For the feveral members of that 
fpiritual body being clofely united, not only to 
the head, but alfo to one another, each of them 
amift neceflarily partake of the happinefs and 
D d 2 glory 
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glory of the whole.. Muft not every child of 
God be more joyful when the whole family 
is afTembled in the immediate prefence of their 
Tather, and not one member is wanting ? If 
there is joy in heaven at the converfion of one 
finner, though afterwards he hath a wafte and 
liowling wildernefs to pafs through, and raa T 
ny a toilfome and dangerous ftep to take ere 
he arrive at the end of his journey; how 
much greater joy {hall there be in the heaven- 
ly Jerufalem, when the many fobs of God are 
all brought home to glory ? 

32//)', Then alfo fhall believers be folemnly 
acquitted by the Judge himfelf, and publicly 
acknowledged in the prefence of an aflembled 
world. " They {hall be mine/* faith the 
Lord, " in that day when I make up my jew- 
4< els." Having walhed them with his blood, 
and fandified them by his Spirit, he will not 
be afhamed to call them brethren, but will 
confefs them before his Father, and preient 
them at his throne, without fpot and blemifh. 
r— And, 

qtbfy. To complete the happinefs of tfye 
faints, then fhall there be the cleareft difcove- 
xj of all God's works, and the moft full an<J 

opea 
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•pen manifeftation of his glorious perfections. 
When all his great dqfigns are accomplifhed 
and brought to their intended iflue, then ihall 
the wife order, and harmonious contexture^ 
of divine Providence be clearly difcerned, the 
moft intricate and perplexed difpenfations fhall 
be explained and vindicated : and it fhall thea 
appear, to the full convi&ion of the whole ad~ 
miring family of God,' that all things have 
wrought together for their fpiritual improve- 
ment and eternal felicity* This ihall be th$ 
day of folemn triumph, the grand jubilee, up- 
on the- finifhing of all God's works from the 
creation of the world, upon which endues the 
refignation of the Mediator's kingdom. For 
although Chrift (hall continue through eterni- 
ty to be the head of his church, yet the pre- 
fent manner of his adminiftration fhall thea 
ceafe. He fhall then deliver up the kingdom, 
to the Father, that God, or the undivided God- 
head, Fatheir, Son, and Holy Ghoft, may be 
all in all. This fa£t is diftin&ly aflerted (1 Con 
xv. 24. — 28.), " Then cometh the end/' faith 
the Apoftle, " when Chrift fhall have deliver- 
" ed up the kingdom to God, even the Fa- 
" ther j when he fhall have put dowa all rule, 
Dd3 . aa* 
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and all authority and power, for he muft 
u reign till he hath put ill enemies tlndef his. 
feet. The laft enemy that (hall be deftroy- 
ed is death, for he hath put all things un- 
der his fefet. But when he faith that all 
things are put under him, it is manifeft that 
u he is excepted which did put all things un- 
w der him. Arid when all things fhall be fub- 
u dued unto him, then fhall the Son alfo him- 
f< felf be fubjeft unta him that put all things 
u under him, that God may be aH in all." 

Thus you have heard how Chrift's fecond 
coming fhall complete the falvatiotl of his 
people, and increafe th^t happinefs at the re- 
furre&ioii which commenced at their new 
birth ; knd which, though greatly ifnproYed 
by the releafe of the foul from the earthly ta- 
bernacle, was not carried to its full perfection 
at death. — The manner of our Lord's appear- 
ance, when he comes upon this gracious de- 
sign, is the ^ 

'Third particular in the text, which cfcmes 
now to be considered. " He fhall appear the 
cc fecond time, without fin H ufttO faWltibn." 
When in the fulinefs of time God fent forth 

his 



SERMON XVIR 41$ 

his Son into this world, although he was ab- 
folutely pure and fpotlefs in himfelf, yet then 
he " bare the fins of many ;" and " he who 
i( knew no fin, was made fin for us." Ap- 
pearing in the likenefs of finful flefti, he was 
numbered with tr^ftfgreflbrs, and treated as if 
he had been the word of criminals : But by 
his fufferings and death, having fully expiat- 
ed the guilt of fin, he obtained, a public and 
legal difchfcrge, by being releafed fi?OBEi the 
prifon of the grave, and " fet at the right 
" hand of God in the heavenly .places, far 
<c above all principality and power, and might 
" and dominion, and every name that is nam-, 
" ed, not only in this world, but alfo in that 
" which is to come." When, therefore, he 
Cometh again, he fhall appear, " without jin? 
without that guilt which 'was charged upon 
him, while he fuftained the character of Sure- 
ty, and flood in the place of finful man. 

He (hall likewife appear without any of the 
effects of fin, fuch as pain, poverty, reproach, 
or infirmity 6f any kind. It {hall not be fuch 
an appearance as his firft was, when he " made 
w himfelf of no reputation, took upon him 
" the form of a fervant," and fubmitted to all 
Dd4 the 
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the indignities attendihg that mean condition. , 
He will not come to be buffeted and fcourged, 
and fpit upon, and crowned with thorns. He 
will not come, O carelefs and ungrateful fin* 
ners! to be defpifed and reje&ed in all his gra- 
cious offers. No ; lie fhall come in the clouds, 
with great power and glory : he fliall be re- 
vealed from heaven, with his mighty angels : 
he fhall appear in all the fplendour of Zion's 
King, arrayed with that glory which he had 
with the Father before the world was. Then 
fhall the reproach of the crofs be wiped off, 
and all his fufferings fully recompenfed. la 
his 'humble ftate, he was attended by twelve 
poor and illiterate men: but then fhall he 
come with " ten thoufands of his faints, and 
" all the holy angels with him." He was in- 
troduced to his public miniftry by the " voice 
" of one crying in the wildernefs ;" but then 
fhall his approach be announced by the-" voice 
" of the archangel and the trump, of God." 
And he who on Mount Calvary was lifted up 
on the crofs between two thieves, fhall then 
afcend his " great white throne, high and lift- 
ed up j" from whence, with unerring wit- 
dom, and almighty power, he fhall feparate 

the 
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the righteous from the wicked, adjudging the 

one to everlafting life, and the other to end- 

lefs mifery. 

Thus fhall he appear, when he " comes the 

iC fecond time, without fin, unto falvation." 

And ought not the profpe£t of this to have a 

mighty influence upon us in the mean time ? 

" Behold he cometh with clouds, and every 

" eye fhall fee him, and they alfo who pier- 

" ced him, and all kindreds of the earth fhall 

" wail beeaufe of him." How great will be 

the confufion of ungodly men, when they fee 

that Jefus, whofe grace they defpifed, coming 

to fix their everlafting ftate. The multitude 

that came determined to apprehend him in the 

days »of his flefh, went backward, and fell to 

the ground, when, with an air of majefty, he 

only pronounced thefe few words, " I am he/' 

And if the Lamb's yoice was fo terrible, how 

dreadful will he appear when he roareth as a 

lion ? If his voice fhook the earth when he 

publifhed the law from Mount Sinai, how 

muft it fhake the hearts of his enemies, when 

he pronounceth the fentence of the law, and 

dooms to thofe punifhments which the law 

hath awarded ? 

But 
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But the profpedk of this appearance is no 
lefs comfortable to believers, than it is terrible 
to the ungodly. Then fhall his own people 
lift up their heads, and behold his glory with 
exceeding joy. His coming fhall be to them 
the dawning of an everlafting day. They 
know that he brings falvation with him, the 
full harveft of that light and gladnefs which 
were fown for them in time. He comes to 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, to com- 
plete their viftory over death and hell, and to 
put their whole perfons* fouls and bodies, in 
full pofleffion of that heavenly inheritance, 
c< which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
u fadeth not away." 

If it is comfortable at prefent to hear of 
him, to think of his love, to commemorate 
his death, and to behold his beauty in the or- 
dinances of his grace j what muft it be to fee 
him in all the glory of his exalted ftate? When 
a dear relation, who hath been long abfent in 
a far country, returns to his* kindred and 
friends, how do all concerned haften to meet 
him, and to exprefs 'their joy at his arrival? 
And will not the faints then rejoice at the 
coming of their Saviour ? With what trans- 
ports 
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ports of gladnefs will they cry out, Behold, 
yonder he comes ! He whofe blood hath re- 
deemed, and whofe Spirit hath fan£tified us. 
Yonder he comes in whom we trufted, and for 
whom we have long waited ; and now we fee 
that he hath not deceived us, and that he hath 
not made us wait in vain. " Even fo come 
" Lord Jefus."- — And this leads me to the 

Fourth and laji particular in the text, which 
is the character of thofe to whom this fecond 
appearance of our Lord fhall be Comfortable. 
They are fuch as " look for him." This 
fhort, but fignificant defcrijption, may be con- 
sidered as including, 

1/?, A firm belief of this event. One who 
looks for it in the fenfe of the Apoftle's words, 
is as thoroughly perfuaded of its certainty, as 
he is that the fun, which fets to-night, fhall 
rife again to-morrow. His faith is built on 
the fureft foundation, the word and promife of 
his Saviour himfelf : and, therefore, his heart 
is imprefTed with Chrift's fecond appearance as 
much, at leaft as really, as if he already law 
him coming in the clouds of heaven. But, 

idlji The expreffion denotes the love and 

defire 
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defire of this event. The faints take pleafure 
in the profpfed of it, and accordingly are de> 
fcribed by the Apoftle Paul (2 Tim. 4. — 8.), 
by this very circumftance.* They are fuch as 
<4 love his appearing." If the faints under the 
old difpenfation longed for the manifeftatioia 
of our Lord in the flefh, how much more 
ought we to long for that more glorious ap-- 
pearance which he fhall make in the end of 
the world. The Atheift reje&s this doctrine 
altogether ; the profane fcoffer fays, " Where 
" is the promife of his coming ?" Carnal fin- 
ners are afraid of it, when alarmed with the 
rebukes of confeience : as when Paul preach- 
ed of righteoufnefs, temperance, and judg- 
ment to come, Felix trembled. But to the 
godly it is not matter of terror, but of delight* 
Nay, they would even haften its approach, if 
it were in their power. A believer, when his 
heart is right, will fay, like the mother of Si- 
fera, when fhe cried through the, lattefs, 
" Why is his chariot fo long in coming? Why 
" tarry the wheels of his chariot ?" At the 
fame time, 

3*//y, This., expreffron imports a patient 
waiting for his appearance, in fpite of all dis- 
couragements. 
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eouragements. Love makes the believer to 
long; but faith enables patiently to wait for 
his Lord's coming. What though he dwells 
in an unkind world, wounded with (harp a£? 
fli£tions, harrafled with temptations, and op-r 
preffed with a body of fin' and death ? Yet 
all this notwithftanding, he ftill looks and. 
waits with patience and refignation. He 
knows that the fecond coming of his Lord 
will abundantly compenfate all his prefent de- 
lays and difcouragements. And " that this 
" trial of their faith, being much more pre- 
" cious than of gold that pejifheth, though it 
♦' be tried with fir>e # , {hall then he found unto 
" praife, and honour, and glory.*' But the 
moft effential part of the chara&er of thofe to 
whom the fecond appearance of our Lord 
{hall be comfortable, is, in the 

4/J& and loft place, An habitual preparation* 
for this event. They will endeavour "to have 
" their loins girded about, and their lights 
" burning, and themielves like unto men that 
" wait for their Lord, that when he cometh 
a and knocketh, they may open unto him 
" immediately.".. The beft evidence which 
>ve can give that we truly look for him with 

faith 
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faith and love is, our being diligent, that we 
may be found of him in peace, without fpot, 
and blamelefs: As the proper improvement, 
therefore, of all that hath been faid, let me 
addrefs to you this concluding exhortation* 
" Give all diligence to make your calling and 
w election fure." — " Take heed to yourfelves, 
" left at atiy time your hearts be overcharged 
<c with forfeiting and drunkennefs, and the 
" cares of this life, and fo that day come up- 
" on you unawares." — " Let your whole 
" converfation be fuch as becometh the gof- 
pel of Chrift." Never think " that you 
have already attained, ' either are already 
perfect ; — but forgetting the things which 
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" are behind, and reaching forth to thofe 

•* things which are before, prefs towards the 
cc 
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mark, for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Chrift Jefus." — u Set your affec- 
tions on things above, not on things on the 
earth, that when he who is your life fhall 
appear, ye may alfo appear with him in 
glory." Amen. 
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